
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING  
Thursday, November 10, 2016 

7:30 p.m. 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
680 Park Avenue 
Idaho Falls, ID  83402 

Thank you for your interest in City Government. If you wish to express your thoughts on a matter listed below, please 
contact Councilmembers by email or personally before the meeting as testimony on agenda items will not be taken unless 
a hearing is indicated. Be aware that an amendment to this Agenda may be made upon passage of a motion that states 
the reason for the amendment and the good faith reason that the Agenda item was not included in the original Agenda 
posting. City Council Meetings are live streamed at www.idahofallsidaho.gov, then archived on the city website. If you 
need communication aids or services or other physical accommodations to participate or access this meeting please 
contact City Clerk Kathy Hampton at 612-8414 or the ADA Coordinator Lisa Farris at 612-8323 as soon as possible and they 
will make an effort to accommodate your needs. 

  

1. Call to Order. 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. Public Comment.  Members of the public are invited to address the City Council regarding matters 
that are not on this Agenda or already noticed for a public hearing. When you address the Council, please state 
your name and address for the record and please limit your remarks to three (3) minutes. Please note that 
matters currently pending before the Planning Commission or Board of Adjustment which may be the subject of 
a pending enforcement action, or which are relative to a City personnel matter are not suitable for public 
comment. 
 

4. Consent Agenda.  Any item may be removed from the Consent Agenda at the request of any member 
of the Council for separate consideration.   
 

A. Item from Office of the Mayor: 
 

1) Appointments/Reappointments to City Boards, Committees and Commissions 
 

B. Item from Municipal Services: 
 
1) Bonneville County Magistrate Court Invoice 

 
C. Items from the City Clerk: 

 
1) Approval of Minutes from the October 24, 2016 Council Work Session; October 25, 2016 Joint 

Meeting with Bonneville County Elected Officials; and October 27, 2016 Council Meeting.   
 

2) Approval of License Applications, including a Beer License to Westbank Restaurant and 
Lounge, all carrying the required approvals. 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: To approve all items on the Consent Agenda according to the 
recommendations presented. 
 

5. Regular Agenda. 
  

A. Municipal Services 
 

http://www.idahofallsidaho.gov/
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1) Bid IF-17-03, Automated Side Load Refuse Trucks:  It is the recommendation of the Public 
Works and Municipal Services Departments to reject the low bid for not meeting bid specifications, 
and to accept the lowest responsive, responsible bid from Idaho Falls Peterbilt to furnish two (2) 
automated side load refuse trucks for a lump sum amount of $509,780.00 with trade-in of two (2) 
units. 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: To reject the low bid, and to accept the lowest responsive, responsible 
bid from Idaho Falls Peterbilt to furnish two (2) automated side load refuse trucks for a lump sum 
amount of $509,780.00 (or take other action deemed appropriate).  
 
2) Bid IF-17-C, Idaho Falls Power Console for Dispatch Control Room:   It is the recommendation 
of Idaho Falls Power and the Municipal Services Department to piggyback the General Services 
Administration Contract #GS-28F-0036M with Evans Consoles to furnish and install the required 
consoles for the dispatch control room at Idaho Falls Power, in the amount of $60,343.55.  

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: To piggyback the General Services Administration Contract #GS-28F-
0036M with Evans Consoles to furnish and install the required consoles for the dispatch control 
room at Idaho Falls Power, in the amount of $60,343.55 (or take other action deemed 
appropriate). 

3) Write-off of Unpaid Ambulance Service Accounts:  Municipal Services and the Fire 
Department respectfully request authorization to write-off ambulance service accounts 
determined as uncollectible for the calendar years of 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and a portion of 
2013 in the amount of $1,302,221.43 pursuant to the ambulance account review and management 
presentation to City Council on October 24, 2016. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: To write-off ambulance service accounts determined as uncollectible 
for the calendar years of 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and a portion of 2013 in the amount of 
$1,302,221.43 (or take other action deemed appropriate). 

4) Civic Auditorium Use Agreement:   Municipal Services respectfully requests authorization to 
approve the Civic Auditorium Use Agreement between the City of Idaho Falls and Idaho Falls 
School District 91.  
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: To approve the Civic Auditorium Use Agreement between the City of 
Idaho Falls and Idaho Falls School District 91 (or take other action deemed appropriate). 
 

B. Public Works 

1) Corrected Easement Vacation – Lot 13, Block 1, Freeway Commercial Plaza:   On October 27, 
2016 the City Council passed Ordinance No. 3097 to vacate the subject utility easement on Lot 13, 
Block 1, Freeway Commercial Center Div. 3 as recorded in Instrument #1489425. Section 1 of 
Ordinance 3097 inadvertently referred to the easement as being part of “Milligan Commercial 
Plaza” instead of “Freeway Commercial Center Div. 3”. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: To approve the revised Easement Vacation Ordinance prepared by the 
City Attorney under the suspension of the rules requiring three complete and separate readings 
and that it be read by title and published by summary (or consider the Ordinance on the first 
reading and that it be read by title, or reject the Ordinance). 
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2) Request to Negotiate Professional Services with Six Mile Engineering to design 17th Street 
and Woodruff Avenue Intersection Improvements:  Proposals were solicited, received, and 
evaluated for design services for the 17th Street and Woodruff Avenue Intersection Reconstruction. 
Based upon those evaluations, Public Works recommends selecting Six Mile Engineering to 
perform design services, and is requesting authorization to negotiate a scope of work and fee 
structure. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: To authorize Public Works to negotiate a scope of work and fee 
structure with Six Mile Engineering for the 17th Street and Woodruff Avenue Intersection 
Reconstruction (or take other action deemed appropriate).  

C. Community Development Services 
 

1) Code Change and Resolution for Electric Line Extension Fee Waiver:  For consideration is a 
Resolution and proposed code change to Sections 8-5-28, 8-5-30 and 8-5-31 addressing Electric 
Line Extension Fee waivers within the City. 

 
 RECOMMENDED ACTIONS:  
 

a. To approve the Resolution for Electric Line Extension Fee Waivers within the City, and give 
authorization for the Mayor and City Clerk to execute the necessary document (or take 
other action deemed appropriate).  

 
b. To approve the Ordinance amending Title 8, Chapter 5, for Electric Extension Fee Waivers, 

under the suspension of the rules requiring three complete and separate readings and that 
it be read by title and published by summary (or consider the Ordinance on the first 
reading and that it be read by title, or reject the Ordinance).  

 
2) Public Hearing – Planned Unit Development and Reasoned Statement of Relevant Criteria 
and Standards, Linden Trails Townhomes:   For consideration is the application for Planned Unit 
Development and Reasoned Statement of Relevant Criteria and Standards, Linden Trails 
Townhomes.  The Planning and Zoning Commission considered this application at its July 19, 2016 
meeting and recommended approval by unanimous vote. Staff concurs with this recommendation.   

 
RECOMMENDED ACTIONS: (in sequential order) 

 
a. To approve the Planned Unit Development for Linden Trails Townhomes.  
 
b. To approve the Reasoned Statement of Relevant Criteria and Standards for the Planned 

Unit Development for Linden Trails Townhomes, and give authorization for the Mayor to 
execute the necessary documents. 

 

6. Motion to Adjourn. 
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The City Council of the City of Idaho Falls met in Special Council Meeting (Council Work Session), Monday, 
October 24, 2016, in the Council Chambers in the City Annex Building located at 680 Park Avenue in Idaho Falls, 
Idaho at 3:00 p.m. 
 
There were present: 
Mayor Rebecca L. Noah Casper 
Councilmember Barbara Ehardt 
Councilmember John B. Radford (arrived at 3:03 p.m.) 
Councilmember David M. Smith 
Councilmember Ed Marohn  
Councilmember Michelle Ziel-Dingman 
 
Absent: 
Councilmember Thomas Hally 
 
Also present: 
Dave Hanneman, Fire Chief 
Pamela Alexander, Municipal Services Director 
Eric Day, Fire Department Division Chief/Paramedic 
Maria Escobar, Ambulance Billing Clerk 
Brad Cramer, Community Development Services Director 
Kerry Beutler, Community Development Services Assistant Director 
PJ Holm, Recreation Superintendent 
Rhonda Newman, Aquatic Center Manager 
Michael Kirkham, Assistant City Attorney 
Kerry Hammon, Public Information Officer 
Kathy Hampton, City Clerk 
 
Mayor Casper called the meeting to order at 3:00 with the following items: 
 
Mayor’s Report, Calendar Items, and Announcements: 
Calendar items for the month of November: 
4 Joint City Council and Planning Commission Meeting 
4 Business of Distinction Awards Gala 
7 Council Work Session 
9 Association of Idaho Cities (AIC) Fall District Meeting  
10 Idaho Falls Power (IFP) Board Meeting 
10 City Council Meeting 
11 Veterans Day, City offices closed 
14 Capitol Christmas Tree Stop 
16 Cybersecurity Conference for Business 
21 Council Work Session 
22 City Council Meeting 
24 Thanksgiving, City offices closed 
25 City offices closed 
26 Tree Lighting Ceremony 
 
Mayor Casper reminded the Councilmembers of the October 25, Idaho Department of Commerce and Labor 
presentation and the October 25, Eclipse Community informational meeting. She stated a draft version of the Joint 
Powers Agreement for the 17th Street and Hitt Road project with the City of Ammon is available for Council 
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review. She indicated the City has received payment from the City of Ammon for their shared cost of the Rocky 
Mountain Power pole relocation project at 17th Street and Hitt Road.  
Mayor Casper stated she recently attended a training session on Open Meetings Law and Public Records Law. As a 
result of the training, she believes in order to be as transparent as possible, there should be a redo of the Council 
Sub-committee meeting related to Community Support Grants with the meeting being properly noticed. Mr. 
Kirkham stated the City Attorney’s Department does not believe anything illegal occurred, however, for the best 
interest of the City, the Attorney’s Department is also recommending to redo and properly notice the meeting with 
any recommendations and actions once again presented to Councilmembers. After brief comments, it was moved 
by Councilmember Dingman, seconded by Councilmember Ehardt, to amend the agenda to immediately discuss the 
Community Support Grants sub-committee during the present Work Session. Roll call as follows: Aye – 
Councilmembers Radford, Ehardt, Smith, Marohn, Dingman. Nay – none. Motion carried. Councilmember 
Dingman stated effort was made to properly notice the meeting but was informed through City staff that the 
meeting notice was not required. She indicated she has no issue for a redo of the meeting. Councilmember Ehardt 
concurred with Councilmember Dingmans comments. Brief discussion followed regarding Council liaison 
meetings and meeting notices. Mayor Casper stated the sub-committee was formed to make recommendations to 
the full Council versus liaison meetings which are informational meetings. Mr. Kirkham stated if the 
Councilmembers take official action to create a sub-committee all Open Meetings Law requirements should apply. 
Councilmember Marohn indicated he would like an official ruling on liaison functions. Councilmember Ehardt 
concurred. Mr. Kirkham indicated he will contact the Attorney General’s office to review liaison meetings. Mayor 
Casper stated she reviewed liaison assignments with AIC who indicated there were no issues with two (2) City 
Councilmembers only being briefed/informed.  
 
City Council Reports: 
Councilmember Marohn stated he has completed his term with the Idaho Humanities Council, Tim Hopkins has 
been nominated and elected as his replacement. Anthony Doerr, a Pulitzer Prize winner, will be appearing in Idaho 
Falls in April 2017.   
Councilmember Radford stated the Idaho Falls Zoo at Tautphaus Park had a very successful year, Boo at the Zoo 
will be occurring in the near future, and Idaho Falls Fire Department (IFFD) Open House was well attended. 
Councilmember Ehardt stated a Ucon Sewer District Agreement will be forthcoming.  
Councilmember Dingman stated she spent several hours with the zoo staff and believes it was very informative. 
Councilmember Smith stated he recently attended American Public Power Association (APPA) legal regulatory 
conference in California. 
 
Ambulance Account Write-offs Presentation: 
 
Director Alexander stated discussion occurred in August regarding a write-off policy. The Ambulance Account 
coincides with the write-off policy although ambulance services vary from utility services. She presented the 
following with general discussion throughout: 
  
Ambulance Account Review and Management Committee: 

 Purpose 
o Establish the ambulance account write-off process and to document roles and responsibilities for 

the Fire and Municipal Service Departments 
o Billing and collection procedures 
o Committee guidelines 
o Process oversight and coordination  

 
Chief Hanneman stated the Council will need to determine the aggressive action of the collection agencies 
regarding past due accounts.  
 
Ambulance Collection Process: 
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 Ambulance collection process 
o Wittman Enterprises (EMS (Emergency Medical Services) billing) 5.25% of net collections 

 78.62% year to date percentage of net revenue (has been as high as 80%) 
o Outsource Collection Agency - 33% of collected balance 
o North American Collection Agency - 33% of collected balance 

 
Chief Day reviewed ambulance call volume from 1982 through 2015 stating the yearly volume is continually 
increasing with a steady progression. Chief Hanneman stated the Fire Department has increased ambulances from 
five (5) to eight (8).  
 
Service trends and collections:  

 Historic milestones - Affordable Healthcare Act (2010), Medicare sequester (2010), Timing of the impact 
of 2008 recession 

 
Chief Hanneman stated due to Medicaid changes, the City of Idaho Falls anticipates approximately $1 million in 
federal reimbursement over the course of the next several years.   
 
Director Alexander briefly reviewed collection terminology and collection services preferences. 
 
Billed to collected five-year summary: 

Category Gross Charges Total Percent Billed 
Medicaid $1,474,529.18 15% 
Medicare 4,013,588.94 41% 
Insurance 3,087,332.67 32% 
Bill Patient 2,082,127.58 21% 
Contractual Allowable (957,346.18) -10% 
 $9,700,232.19 100% 
   
Category Total Payments Total Percent Collected 
Medicaid $744,279.45 50% 
Medicare 3,027,882.22 75% 
Insurance 2,610,321.74 85% 
Bill Patient 797,261.17 38% 
Collections 142,994.48 2% 
 $7,322,739.06  

 
Director Alexander believes the collection rate for ambulance services is good.  
 
Outstanding Account Balances: 

Ambulance Account Status 
Medicaid $391,971.97 
Medicare 303,966.88 
Total Collections 908,287.17 
Ambulance Review 53,585.62 
Insurance Payor 312,684.42 
Other Source 138,175.14 
 $2,108,671.20 

 
Director Alexander stated this specific data was run from date of service, therefore any contractual allowance may 
not have occurred.  
 
Director Alexander reviewed outstanding accounts in collections stating the Collection Account is fluid.  
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City write-off process and policy: 

 Process: With coordination of the involved City department holding the account, the Municipal Services 
Department will submit a memorandum to the Mayor and City Council for authorization to write off 
accounts as uncollectible. 

  
Recommendation for write-off: 
2009 through a portion of 2013 = $1,302,221.43 
Average Write-off/4 years = $325,555.36 
2008 Write-off = $278,311.10 
 
Director Alexander requested Councilmembers review the presentation with recommended write-off anticipated for 
the November 10 Council Meeting. She prefers Council review of write-offs on an annual basis.  
 
Plan: 

 Meet monthly to review accounts 
 Issue Request for Proposal (RFP) for new collection agency with possible re-negotiation  
 Presentation and update in Spring 2017 to review progress  

 
Wildfire Season Financial Overview Report: 
 
Chief Hanneman stated the Fire Department has an agreement with the Idaho Department of Lands for Wildland 
Deployment. The Fire Department has the largest fire-based EMS agency available in the state as well as the most 
resources, including fire-trained paramedics. There are currently 35 trained personnel on the roster of which 23 
were deployed in 2016, some being deployed on multiple occasions. Chief Hanneman stated personnel on wildland 
deployment is not mandated, it is on a voluntary basis only. He stated 23 rental vehicles were used, IFFD vehicles 
used consisted of four (4) pickups, one (1) ambulance, and one (1) mini-ambulance. Total expenses, which are 
allocated from the Ambulance Fund, amounted to $449,793.47 which included personnel costs ($386,133.40); 
medical supplies/equipment ($37,471.55); rental costs ($22,679.04); and fuel costs ($3,509.48). Total 
reimbursements will amount to $656,585.92 which does not include medical supplies, however, reimbursement 
does include use of vehicles. Chief Hanneman stated any reimbursement, to be allocated to the Ambulance Fund, 
will be received over the course of the next six (6) months and will be used for next year deployment as well as 
buffer of equipment purchases from the General Fund. He indicated reimbursables will be included in the current 
year budget as a revenue and also as an expenditure.  
 
Snow Removal Update: 
 
Director Fredericksen stated the snow removal priority map and the snow removal methods map have been 
distributed to Mayor and Councilmembers for review. Edits to the ordinance include: removal of daytime snow 
removal streets; the snow removal proclamation; removal of snow in the downtown area including hours; and days 
of week changed to even and odd calendar days. Future discussion will include policy and procedures of the pilot 
program. 
 
Update on Proposed Ordinance Defining Homes and Temporary Living Accommodations: 
 
Director Cramer stated the proposed ordinance defining homes and temporary living accommodations has been 
tabled by the Planning and Zoning (P&Z) Commission. He indicated this particular discussion includes one-
dwelling units only. Assistant Director Beutler reviewed proposed Household definitions including alternative 
combinations. Brief discussion followed regarding the number of unrelated adult persons residing together as well 
as the necessity of the ordinance changes. This item will be reviewed with P&Z in December, followed by Council 
review in January. 
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The meeting recessed at 4:50 p.m. and reconvened at the Wes Deist Aquatic Center, 149 7th Street, at 5:05 p.m. 
 
Mr. Holm presented the following information with general discussion throughout:  
 
Vision of the Wes Deist Aquatic Center 

 Create a balanced municipal aquatic program for all users 
 Elevate the City’s aquatic program with additional amenities 
 Provide activities for children, families and seniors 
 Offer clean, fun and affordable aquatic facilities 
 Continue to offer swim lessons and lap swimming lanes 

 
Mr. Holm reviewed the Expense/Income report, stating there is consistent growth and expenses. He reviewed the 
Facility Usage Report from 2011-2015, stating there is a continuous growth of pool users.  
 
Idaho Falls Future of Aquatics 

In 2012, Idaho Falls hired Aqua Design International to assess the condition of the aquatic center and determine the 
future of aquatics in our community. 
Critical Issues determined by Aqua Design International 

 Gas chlorine system should be replaced with tablet or liquid chlorine (safety)  
 Front entrance and locker rooms are in need of renovations  - locker room Phase 1 has been completed 
 Diving boards need to be removed and replaced – diving boards have been removed 
 Some staff computers need to be replaced due to exposure to indoor pool environment 
 Fund contingency for replacement of major repairs to dehumidification system 
 Pool needs second lift installed to meet ADA (Americans with Disability Act) requirements – completed 
 Building stucco has deteriorated from moisture migrating through to building panels 
 Remove redwood deck between building and outdoor pool, replace with concrete – completed 
 Modify kids pool, turn into splash pad or beach entry. The current kids’ pool configuration does not meet 

the ADA guidelines for recreational facilities.  
 
National Survey Results 

 Shallow water play areas for toddlers and infants 
 Shade and leisure areas 
 Shallow water spray features with interactive play for kids 
 Water-park type attractions 
 Youth learn-to-swim programs 
 Competition-swim clubs 
 Family fun outings 
 Aqua aerobics 
 Night swimming activities 

 
Next Steps 

Comprehensive Feasibility Study includes three (3) components: 1 – Programmatic Analysis, 2 – Physical Site 
Analysis, 3 – Financial Analysis 
 
Following the presentation, Mr. Holm and Ms. Newman led the elected officials on a tour of the aquatic center with 
general discussion of the overall condition of the facility.  
 
It was then moved by Councilmember Marohn, seconded by Councilmember Ehardht, to adjourn the meeting at 
6:20 p.m. and move into Executive Session which has been called pursuant to the provisions of Idaho Code Section 
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74-206(1)(c) To conduct deliberations concerning labor negotiations or to acquire an interest in real property which 
is not owned by a public agency; and not reconvene into Work Session. Roll call as follows: Aye - 
Councilmembers Dingman, Marohn, Smith, Ehardt, Radford. Nay – none. Motion carried. 
 
The City Council of the City of Idaho Falls met in Special Council Meeting (Executive Session), Monday, October 
24, 2016, at the Wes Deist Aquatic Center, 149 7th Street, Idaho Falls, Idaho at 6:21 p.m. 
 
There were present: 
Mayor Rebecca L. Noah Casper 
Councilmember David M. Smith  
Councilmember Barbara Ehardt 
Councilmember John B. Radford 
Councilmember Ed Marohn 
Councilmember Michelle Ziel-Dingman 
 
Also present: 
Pamela Alexander, Municipal Services Director 
Michael Kirkham, Assistant City Attorney 
 
The Executive Session has been called pursuant to the provision of Idaho Code Section 74-206(1)(c) To conduct 
deliberations concerning labor negotiations or to acquire an interest in real property which is not owned by a public 
agency. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.  
 
                             
  CITY CLERK           MAYOR 
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The City Council of the City of Idaho Falls met in Special Council Meeting (Joint Meeting with Bonneville County 
Elected Officials), Tuesday, October 25, 2016, in the Council Chambers in the City Annex Building located at 680 
Park Avenue in Idaho Falls, Idaho at 5:30 p.m. 
 
There were present: 
Councilmember Michelle Ziel-Dingman 
Councilmember Barbara Ehardt 
Councilmember John B. Radford  
Councilmember David M. Smith 
 
Absent: 
Mayor Rebecca L. Noah Casper 
Councilmember Thomas Hally 
Councilmember Ed Marohn  
 
Dana Briggs, Economic Development Coordinator, called the meeting to order at 5:35. Ms. Briggs stated Idaho 
Department of Commerce has been holding informational presentations through the State. She introduced Randy 
Shroll, Senior Development Specialist for the Idaho Department of Commerce. Mr. Shroll stated he collaborates 
with communities throughout the state regarding economic development. After brief comments regarding economic 
development, he introduced Hope Morrow, Eastern Idaho Regional Economist, Idaho Department of Labor, for the 
following agenda item: 
 
Idaho Department of Commerce Department of Labor Presentation:  
 
Key Economic Topics include: Population, Employment, Industry, Workforce, Occupations, Wages, and 
Projections 
 
Ms. Morrow reviewed the following information with general discussion throughout: 
 

 Population change from 2010-2016 – Eastern Idaho has seen a 4% increase, the State of Idaho has seen a 
6% increase, and the United States has seen a 5% increase.  

 Bonneville Age Break Out for 2010-2016 – the greatest loss has occurred in the 25-29 year old category, 
while the largest increase has been in the 65-74 year old category.  

 Aging in Eastern Idaho – Rural counties have overall decreased, Bonneville County has seen highest 
growth in the 65+ years old category. 

 Total Employment – Rural counties are cumulatively higher than Bonneville County (over the course of the 
past ten (10) years). 

 Unemployment Rates – Bonneville County as of September, 2016 = 3.2%.  Eastern Idaho has consistently 
seen lower unemployment rates than the State of Idaho and the United States over the previous ten (10) 
years. 

 Eastern Idaho Industry Composition – 86% Services, 14% Goods/Production  
 Bonneville Industry Growth 2006-2016 (based on percentage) – largest growth in Utilities industry, lowest 

growth in Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services industry. Idaho was recently ranked 3rd in the 
nation for year-to-year number of jobs increase.  

 Bonneville Industry 2006-2016, 2016 Location Quotient – Crop and Animal Production, Wholesale and 
Retail Trade, and, Health Care and Social Assistance saw the greatest increase.  

 Eastern Idaho Industry 2006-2016, 2016 Location Quotient – Crop and Animal Production and Education 
Services saw the greatest increase. 
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Labor Shortage: Eastern Idaho Challenge 
Migrating Populations + Low Unemployment + Industry Growth = Labor Shortage 

 
 Employment by Major Occupation Group – greatest amount of people are employed in Office and 

Administrative Support, Sales and Related, Food Preparation and Serving Related, and, Transportation and 
Material Moving. However, this group (approximately 30,000 people) makes significantly less income. 

 Eastern Idaho Average Hourly Earnings – Average Hourly Wage: $18.96, includes approximately 35% of 
the Idaho population.  

 Percent with Postsecondary Degree and Median Wage by State and Region – Idaho is lowest of mountain 
west states with 35% of Associates Degree or higher and hourly median wage of $14.67. 

o Idaho’s highly-skilled workforce is limited, thus attracting firms that do not demand a highly-
skilled workforce 

o Idaho may have a limited skilled workforce, but those skills are recognized and companies are 
willing to pay to attract that talent 

 Industry Projections: Goods 2014-2024, total employment projected growth = 19.6%. Construction and 
Utilities industries are projected to see the largest growth by 2024. 

 Industry Projections: Services 2014-2024, total employment project growth = 19.6%. Real Estate/Rental, 
Financial Activities, and Professional/Business Services industries are projected to see the highest growth 
by 2024. 

 
Idaho ‘hot jobs’ ranking – criteria based on jobs that are in abundance, have comparatively high pay, and projected 
to grow quickly. 
 
Eastern/Southeastern Workforce Gap – 2025 Projected Job Growth versus Labor Force Growth = ~6000 person gap 
Bonneville Workforce Gap – 2025 Projected Job Growth versus Labor Force Growth = ~2000 person gap 
Rural East Workforce Gap – 2025 Projected Job Growth versus Labor Force Growth = ~(998) person  
 
Things to remember:  

 Heavily reliant on services: Service industries make up 86% of Eastern Idaho’s economy 
 Aging has huge economic affects: Eastern Idaho’s population of 64+ years old continues to grow 

rapidly 
 Workforce Shortage/Gap: Regional planning and cooperation can significantly improve the impact 

of these issues 
 
There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 6:15 p.m. 

 

___________________________________________  ________________________________________
  CITY CLERK           MAYOR 
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The City Council of the City of Idaho Falls met in Regular Council Meeting, Thursday, October  27, 2016, in the 
Council Chambers in the City Annex Building located at 680 Park Avenue in Idaho Falls, Idaho at 7:30 p.m. 
 
There were present: 
Mayor Rebecca L. Noah Casper 
Councilmember Barbara Ehardt 
Councilmember John B. Radford 
Councilmember David M. Smith  
Councilmember Ed Marohn 
Councilmember Michelle Ziel-Dingman 
 
Absent: 
Councilmember Thomas Hally 
 
Also present: 
Randy Fife, City Attorney 
Kathy Hampton, City Clerk 
All available Department Directors 
 
Mayor Casper invited Luke Ruiz, a student at Skyline High School, and Boy Scout Troop #310, to come forward 
and lead those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Mayor Casper requested any public comment not related to items on the agenda. No one appeared. 
 
Consent Agenda Items: 
 
Office of the Mayor requested appointment of Gene Hicks to serve on the Planning and Zoning Commission. 
 
Public Works requested Iona Bonneville Sewer District (IBSD) Sewer Service Area Reduction. 
 
The City Clerk requested approval of Treasurer’s Report for the month of September, 2016. 
 
The City Clerk requested approval of minutes from the September 22, 2016 Idaho Falls Power Board Meeting; 
October 11, 2016 Council Work Session; and October 13, 2016 Council Meeting.   
 
The City Clerk requested approval of license applications, all carrying the required approvals. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Marohn, seconded by Councilmember Ehardt, to approve all items on the 
Consent Agenda according to the recommendations presented. Roll call as follows: Aye – Councilmembers 
Marohn, Dingman, Ehardt, Radford, Smith. Nay – none. Motion carried.  

 
Regular Agenda Items: 
  
Municipal Services  
 
Subject: Bid IF-17-E, Smart Grid Meter Purchase 
 
Idaho Falls Power is requesting authorization to purchase additional meters for the Advanced Metering 
Infrastructure (AMI) and Smart Grid System from Elster Solutions, LLC in the amount of $95,950.00.    
 
Councilmember Marohn stated in June 2011, the Council approved a five-year contract, which will expire in 
December 2016, to purchase smart meters and associated equipment for the Smart Grid System. He indicated 



October 27, 2016 
 

2 
 

additional inventory is now required. The funding for the additional meters is included in the 2016/17 Electric Fund 
Budget.  

 
It was moved by Councilmember Marohn, seconded by Councilmember Smith, to authorize the purchase of 
additional meters from Elster Solutions, LLC in the amount of $95,950.00.  Roll call as follows: Aye – 
Councilmembers Smith, Dingman, Radford, Ehardt, Marohn. Nay – none. Motion carried.  
 
Bid IF-17-A, Replacement Truck for Idaho Falls Power 
 
It is the recommendation of Idaho Falls Power and Municipal Services Departments to piggyback the General 
Services Contract #GS-30F-1028G with Altec Industries, Inc. to furnish a Telescopic Articulate Aerial Placer on a 
2017 Ford F550, extended cab truck for a total unit price of $133,433.00.  
 
Councilmember Marohn stated this purchase is budgeted in the 2016/2017 Municipal Equipment Replacement 
Fund. The purchase is to replace Unit #384, a 2002 GMC truck with a single 45’ bucket body that has reached its 
useful life and will be placed for surplus sale.  
 
It was moved by Councilmember Marohn, seconded by Councilmember Smith, to piggyback the General Services 
Contract #GS-30F-1028G with Altec Industries, Inc. to furnish a Telescopic Articulate Aerial Placer on a 2017 
Ford F550, extended cab truck for a total unit price of $133,433.00. Roll call as follows: Aye – Councilmembers 
Marohn, Radford, Dingman, Smith, Ehardt. Nay – none. Motion carried.  
 
Idaho Falls Airport 
 
Revision #1 - Base Contract Jviation Inc. Apron Expansion, Deicing Pad and Employee Parking Lot Project 
FAA (Federal Aviation Administration) AIP (Airport Improvement Program) Project No. 3-16-0018-040-
2015 
 
For consideration is Revision #1 to the Base Contract between the City of Idaho Falls and Jviation Inc. in the 
amount of $121,161.00 for additional construction administration and quality assurance testing services during the 
Apron Expansion, Deicing Pad and Employee Parking Project. 
 
Councilmember Radford stated the contractor exceeded the deadline which incurred additional expenses to Idaho 
Falls Airport. These additional expenses will be reimbursed through the FAA Grant Program.  
 
It was moved by Councilmember Radford, seconded by Councilmember Ehardt, to give approval for Revision #1 to 
the Base Contract with Jviation Inc. in the amount of $121,161.00, and authorization for the Mayor and City Clerk 
to sign the necessary documents. Roll call as follows: Aye – Councilmembers Radford, Ehardt, Smith, Marohn, 
Dingman. Nay – none. Motion carried.  
 
Airport Director Craig Davis stated the additional expenses, which have already been approved through the FAA 
Improvement Grants, will be received within the next several months.   
 
Fire Department 
 
Agreement with Idaho State University (ISU) on Paramedic Instruction 
 
For consideration is an agreement between the City of Idaho Falls and Idaho State University relating to the Fire 
Department members assisting the University with instruction and clinical experience for the Paramedic Program.   
 
Councilmember Marohn stated through the agreement, the Fire Department will provide fire and EMS (Emergency 
Medical Services) personnel as training instructors. This agreement reflects a reimbursement mechanism from ISU 
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and therefore will not affect the Fire Department overtime budget. He believes this agreement demonstrates the 
Idaho Falls Fire Department leadership in Eastern Idaho.  
 
It was moved by Councilmember Marohn, seconded by Councilmember Radford, to approve the agreement with 
Idaho State University and give authorization for the Mayor and City Clerk to execute the necessary documents. 
Roll call as follows: Aye – Councilmembers Marohn, Dingman, Ehardt, Radford, Smith. Nay – none. Motion 
carried.   
 
Public Works 
 
Easement Vacation Request – Lot 13, Block 1, Freeway Commercial Plaza 
 
As authorized at the October 13, 2016 Council Meeting, the City Attorney has prepared the documents to vacate the 
utility easement at Lot 13, Block 1, Freeway Commercial Plaza in order to make better use of the property.  
 
It was moved by Councilmember Ehardt, seconded by Councilmember Dingman, to approve the Ordinance 
vacating Lot 13, Block 1, Freeway Commercial Plaza, under the suspension of the rules requiring three complete 
and separate readings and that it be read by title and published by summary. Roll call as follows: Aye – 
Councilmembers Ehardt, Marohn, Radford, Smith, Dingman. Nay – none. Motion carried.  
 
At the request of Mayor Casper, the City Clerk read the ordinance by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 3097 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO, A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF THE 
STATE OF IDAHO, PROVIDING FOR THE VACATION OF AN EASEMENT LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY 
OF IDAHO FALLS AND LEGALLY DESCRIBED IN SECTION 1 OF THIS ORDINANCE; PROVIDING 
THAT TITLE TO SAID VACATED EASEMENT SHALL VEST AS SPECIFIED IN SECTION 3 OF THIS 
ORDINANCE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT FROM 
AND AFTER PASSAGE, APPROVAL AND PUBLICATION ACCORDING TO LAW. 
 
Easement Vacation Request – Lot 1, Block 18, St. Clair Estates Division 13 
 
The property owner at 1941 Madison Avenue, which is the northwest corner of Potomac Way and Madison 
Avenue, also known as St Clair Estates, Division 13, Lot 1, Block 18, has requested the vacation of a utility 
easement in order to make better use of the property. 
 
Councilmember Ehardt stated there are no concerns with the utility services.  
 
It was moved by Councilmember Ehardt, seconded by Councilmember Dingman, to give authorization for the City 
Attorney to prepare documents needed to accomplish the vacation of Lot 1, Block 18, St. Clair Estates Division No. 
13. Roll call as follows: Aye – Councilmembers Dingman, Radford, Marohn, Smith, Ehardt. Nay – none. Motion 
carried.  
 
Request to Negotiate Professional Services with Keller Associates to design the Well House for Well 18 
 
Proposals were solicited, received, and evaluated for design services for the Well House for Well 18. Based upon 
those evaluations, Public Works recommends selecting Keller Associates to perform design services, and is 
requesting authorization to negotiate a scope of work and fee structure. 
It was moved by Councilmember Ehardt, seconded by Councilmember Dingman, to authorize Public Works to 
negotiate a scope of work and fee structure with Keller Associates for the Well House for Well 18. Roll call as 
follows: Aye – Councilmembers Radford, Ehardt, Smith, Marohn, Dingman. Nay – none. Motion carried.  
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Request to Negotiate Professional Services with HDR to design the 12th Street Bridge Replacement over the 
Idaho Canal 
 
Proposals were solicited, received, and evaluated for design services for the replacement structure of the 12th Street 
Bridge over the Idaho Canal. Based upon those evaluations, Public Works recommends selecting HDR to perform 
design services, and is requesting authorization to negotiate a scope of work and fee structure. 
 
Public Works Director Chris Fredericksen stated this particular bridge is in the Federal Aid Program. Design 
funding is currently available with any remaining construction funding to be available in 2019. He stated the design 
services for the structure needs coordinated when there is no water in the canal. He indicated there is an inspection 
process for every structure which expands over 20 feet which is then rated and analyzed for a sufficiency rating. 
According to the sufficiency rating, this bridge has structural needs which requires replacement.  
 
It was moved by Councilmember Ehardt, seconded by Councilmember Dingman, to authorize Public Works to 
negotiate a scope of work and fee structure with HDR for the 12th Street bridge replacement over the Idaho Canal. 
Roll call as follows: Aye – Councilmembers Smith, Dingman, Ehardt, Marohn, Radford. Nay – none. Motion 
carried.  
 
Community Development Services 
 
Final Plat and Reasoned Statement of Relevant Criteria and Standards, Park Place Division No. 3 
 
For consideration is a request for Final Plat and Reasoned Statement of Relevant Criteria and Standards, Park Place 
Division No. 3. The Planning and Zoning Commission considered this item at its October 4, 2016 meeting and 
recommended approval by unanimous vote. Staff concurs with this recommendation.  
 
Councilmember Dingman stated this Final Plat includes 18 single-family lots on approximately six (6) acres.  
 
It was moved by Councilmember Dingman, seconded by Councilmember Smith, to accept the Final Plat for Park 
Place Division No. 3, and give authorization for the Mayor, City Engineer, and City Clerk to sign said Final Plat. 
Roll call as follows: Aye – Councilmembers Smith, Radford, Dingman, Ehardt, Marohn. Nay – none. Motion 
carried.  
 
It was moved by Councilmember Dingman, seconded by Councilmember Smith, to approve the Reasoned 
Statement of Relevant Criteria and Standards for the Final Plat for Park Place Division No. 3, and give 
authorization for the Mayor to execute the necessary documents. Roll call as follows: Aye – Councilmembers 
Dingman, Smith, Marohn, Ehardt, Radford. Nay – none. Motion carried.  
 
Public Hearing – Annexation and Initial Zoning of R-1, Annexation and Zoning Ordinances, and Reasoned 
Statements of Relevant Criteria and Standards, Prestwich Country Estates Division No. 1 
 
For consideration is a request for Annexation and Initial Zoning of R-1, Annexation and Zoning Ordinances, and 
Reasoned Statements of Relevant Criteria and Standards, Prestwich Country Estates Division No. 1. This is a 
Category A, City-initiated annexation.  The Planning and Zoning Commission considered this item at its August 2, 
2016 meeting and recommended approval by unanimous vote. Staff concurs with this recommendation.  
 
Mayor Casper briefly reviewed the public hearing guidelines and decorum for any public comments. She opened 
the public hearing and ordered all staff presentation and materials be entered into the record.  
 
Community Development Services Director Brad Cramer appeared and briefly reviewed the process for Category 
A Annexations with regard to State statutes, indicating cities ‘may’ hold a public hearing. He believes a public 
hearing seemed appropriate for this item to allow any concerns and public dialogue.  
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Director Cramer presented the following information:  
 

Slide 1- Area under consideration in surrounding zones 
Slide 2- Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map 
Slide 3- Aerial photo of property under consideration 
Slide 4- Additional aerial photo of property under consideration 

Director Cramer stated this property is a clear-cut example of Category A Annexation. He indicated the property 
was platted in 1972, which included a development agreement to provide sewer and water services from the City. 
There was no specific agreement within the development agreement that this property would have to be annexed 
once it became contiguous. However, within the recitals of the agreement it was very clear the developer intended 
to annex the property once it was eligible for annexation. Several properties, from the 1970’s, had agreements 
indicating annexation would occur once eligible, although Director Cramer believes those original agreements were 
signed by previous property owners. In 1978, this property became contiguous to the City and at that time the 
majority of the property owners approached the City for annexation. He stated there are no further records 
indicating any annexation action. The property became enclaved by other City development/annexed areas in 2001. 
In 2003 the City initiated the annexation process but due to a variety of reasons, the annexation was discontinued. 
He indicated all properties within the subdivision are currently served with City sewer and water although the 
power source is served by Rocky Mountain Power. Director Cramer once again stated Category A, No. 2, in Idaho 
Code is very specific to this particular property. He reviewed the Legislative Intent with regard to services such as 
tax-supported services, which includes the City owned and maintained park adjacent to the property, and fee-
supported services, which includes water, sewer, and Rocky Mountain Power.  

Slide 5- Final Plat of property under consideration 
 Slide 6- Preliminary Plat of property under consideration 

Slide 7- Photo looking along Merlin Drive 
Slide 8- Photo looking south along Merlin Drive  

Director Cramer stated there are no sidewalks as with a typical City subdivision and at this time there is no 
indication or any requirement for sidewalks.  

Slide 9- Photo looking along Charla Drive 
Slide 10-Photo looking down Nina Drive 
Slide 11-Photo looking at Mel Erickson Park 
Slide 12-Photo of east side of Prestwich Country Estates adjacent to Mel Erickson Park 
Slide 13-Photo looking east along Sunnyside 
Slide 14-Photo looking west along Sunnyside 

 
Director Cramer stated any current legal land uses within this zone will be continued as indicated in the Reasoned 
Statements of Relevant Criteria and Standards. He, on behalf of the staff, expressed his appreciation to the 
neighbors and residents within the subdivision. He stated by constitutionality, Idaho law allows this type of 
annexation and indicated there is concern for the fee-supported service of power but reiterated the power source is 
not part of annexation determination. He indicated the varying types of services within the same location is not 
usual.  
 
Mayor Casper requested any public comment. 
 
Scott Miller, 3233 Nina Drive, appeared. Mr. Miller indicated from the initial meeting with the Planning and 
Zoning Commission, this item was more about efficiency versus money although he now believes it is about the 
money. He stated he should not be taxed unless he is allowed to vote in the City’s elections. He believes there is a 
Constitutional issue and forced annexation would violate principals of equal protection. He stated the input of the 
residents have been ignored and this annexation only involves the elected representatives of Idaho Falls who are 
imposing regulations and laws without consent. He adamantly opposes the power to impose higher property taxes 
and does not want his property de-valued by City taxes piggybacked onto the current costly power source. He does 
not want to be a resident of Idaho Falls. A forced annexation would not represent his interests.  
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Delwin Roberts, 3232 Merlin Drive, appeared. Mr. Roberts stated the issue has always been about the power source 
in the subdivision. He indicated the taxes will increase by approximately 60% with this annexation and believes the 
tax increase could be absorbed with the resolved power issue. He stated the residents believe the annexation is 
premature due to no current allocation agreement with Idaho Falls Power which is an issue with the fee-supported 
service. He requested this item be tabled until the power issue is resolved.  
 
Ken Merrill, 3170 Merlin Drive, appeared. Mr. Merrill stated he has been a 40-year resident on Merlin Drive and 
expressed his appreciation for the City services. He also expressed his appreciation for the professional discussions 
with Director Cramer and Mr. Fife. He requested the annexation be set aside until the power issue can be addressed 
as he is concerned for any fees that may be incurred to the residents. He also prefers the residents be involved in 
discussions regarding an allocation agreement.  
 
Kim Hoffenbacker, 1762 Charla Drive, appeared. Ms. Hoffenbacker stated she purchased her home 12 years ago 
due to the property being on the edge of town with minimal development. She also stated she did not sign any 
annexation agreement. She expressed her concern for her limited military income and any other unknown issues, 
including the power source.  
 
Shirley Rosen, 3202 Merlin Drive, appeared. Ms. Rosen stated this process have given her a better exposure to the 
long-term vision of Idaho Falls and appreciates the citizen involvement. She expressed her concern for clarity due 
to the grandfathering of the existing County zone as there is no real mention of the zoning in the ordinance.  
 
Mr. Fife stated if there is a pre-existing non-confirming use (grandfather), the non-confirming use can continue in 
perpetuity as long as there is no substantial interruption in use or the use does not change or intensify. Therefore, 
there is no need for the pre-existing use to be included in Ordinance as the use is already legally protected.  
 
Councilmember Ehardt questioned the reason behind the annexation. Direction Cramer reiterated the tax 
equity/inequity, and the efficiency of allocation of tax dollars, including Police and Sheriff services. He stated this 
item would also fulfill development agreements which have occurred over the course of the previous 44 years but 
were not recorded on a County level. Brief discussion followed regarding the method for enclaving parcels in other 
cities.  
 
Councilmember Dingman confirmed with Director Cramer the only entrance/exit to the subdivision is Sunnyside 
Road, which is maintained by the City.  
 
Mr. Fife reiterated the purposes of annexation. He stated the incumbent service provider retains customers although 
there is allowance for a City to make side agreements with such providers. He recommended the Councilmembers 
decision for annexation should not take into account any allocation agreement with Rocky Mountain Power. 
 
At the request of Councilmember Ehardt, Director Cramer stated a delay for annexation may allow comfort for the 
residents but would not change the legal annexation purpose.  
 
Idaho Falls Power Director Jackie Flowers reviewed documentation from June 2015, which requested an 
amendment to the existing allocation agreement. She indicated the allocation agreement was put into place in 2005 
with a ten (10)-year term. Other conversations with Rocky Mountain Power were simultaneously occurring. She 
stated there are no restrictions in City Code or State Law which require property owners to change providers once 
annexed. The language from Rocky Mountain Power states upon annexation the property owner must submit a 
request of interest to the City for verification of annexation and capacity to serve. 
 
Mayor Casper closed the public hearing.  
 
After further brief comments, it was moved by Councilmember Dingman, seconded by Councilmember Smith, to 
approve the Ordinance annexing Prestwich Country Estates Division No. 1, under the suspension of the rules 



October 27, 2016 
 

7 
 

requiring three complete and separate readings and that it be read by title and published by summary. Roll call as 
follows: Aye – Councilmembers Smith, Dingman, Radford, Ehardt, Marohn. Nay – none. Motion carried.  
 
At the request of Mayor Casper, the City Clerk read the ordinance by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 3098 
 
AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING APPROXIMATELY 12.30 ACRES LOCATED NORTH AND ADJACENT TO 
SUNNYSIDE ROAD, EAST OF WOODRUFF AVENUE AND WEST OF HITT ROAD TO THE CITY OF 
IDAHO FALLS AS DESCRIBED IN SECTION 1; AMENDING THE CITY MAP; AMENDING THE LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION OF THE CITY WITH THE APPROPRIATE COUNTY AND STATE AUTHORITIES; AND 
PROVIDING SEVERABILITY, PUBLICATION BY SUMMARY, AND ESTABLISHING EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Dingman, seconded by Councilmember Smith, to approve the Reasoned 
Statement of Relevant Criteria and Standards for the annexation for Prestwich Country Estates Division No. 1, and 
give authorization for the Mayor to execute the necessary documents. Roll call as follows: Aye – Councilmembers 
Marohn, Radford, Dingman, Smith, Ehardt. Nay – none. Motion carried.  

 
It was moved by Councilmember Dingman, seconded by Councilmember Smith, to approve the Ordinance 
assigning a Comprehensive Plan Designation of Low Density and establishing the initial zoning for Prestwich 
Country Estates Division No. 1 as R-1 (Single-Family Residential), under the suspension of the rules requiring 
three complete and separate readings and that it be read by title and published by summary, that the Comprehensive 
Plan be amended to include the area annexed herewith, and that the City Planner be instructed to reflect said 
annexation, zoning, and amendment to the Comprehensive Plan on the Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Maps 
located in the Planning Office. Roll call as follows: Aye – Councilmembers Ehardt, Radford, Smith, Marohn, 
Dingman. Nay – none. Motion carried.  
 
At the request of Mayor Casper, the City Clerk read the ordinance by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 3099 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO, A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION OF THE 
STATE OF IDAHO; PROVIDING FOR THE INITIAL ZONING OF APPROXIMATELY 12.30 ACRES 
DESCRIBED IN SECTION 1 OF THIS ORDINANCE AS R-1 ZONE; AND PROVIDING SEVERABILITY, 
PUBLICATION BY SUMMARY, AND ESTABLISHING EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
It was moved by Councilmember Dingman, seconded by Councilmember Smith, to approve the Reasoned 
Statement of Relevant Criteria and Standards for the Initial Zoning of R-1 Residence Zone for Prestwich Country 
Estates Division No. 1, and give authorization for the Mayor to execute the necessary documents. Roll call as 
follows: Aye – Councilmembers Radford, Ehardt, Smith, Marohn, Dingman. Nay – none. Motion carried.  

 
There being no further business, it was moved by Councilmember Marohn, seconded by Councilmember Ehardt, 
that the meeting adjourn at 9:05 p.m. which motion passed following a unanimous vote. 
 
 
               
  CITY CLERK       MAYOR 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2016- 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO, A MUNICIPAL 
CORPORATION OF THE STATE OF IDAHO, PROVIDING FOR THE 
VACATION OF AN EASEMENT LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY OF IDAHO 
FALLS AND LEGALLY DESCRIBED IN SECTION 1 OF THIS 
ORDINANCE; PROVIDING THAT TITLE TO SAID VACATED EASEMENT 
SHALL VEST AS SPECIFIED IN SECTION 3 OF THIS ORDINANCE; 
PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE IN FULL FORCE AND 
EFFECT FROM AND AFTER PASSAGE, APPROVAL AND PUBLICATION 
ACCORDING TO LAW. 
 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Idaho Falls previously vacated a public utility easement, recorded as 
Instrument No. 1489425 in Lot 13 of Block 1 in the Freeway Commercial Center Div. 3 in Ordinance 
No. 3097; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 3097 inadvertently referred to the easement contained in Instrument No. 
1489425 as part of “Milligan Commercial Plaza” instead of “Freeway Commercial Center Div. 3; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City desires its intent to be free and clear from ambiguity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Utilities have agreed to the vacation as long as the utilities currently in the easement 
are covered under a new easement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the owner is willing to dedicate new easements covering the area where current utilities 
reside and providing for future locations of anticipated future utilities. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO, AS FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1.  Vacation.  The following portion of the property in the Freeway Commercial Center 
Division 3 to the City of Idaho Falls, Bonneville County, Idaho, incorporated herein as recorded in 
Instrument No. 1489425. 
 
SECTION 2.  Exceptions from Vacation.  Vacation of property described in Section 1 of this 
Ordinance shall not include other easements, or franchise rights and utilities, including public utilities, 
existing as of the effective date of this Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 3.  Right-of-Way Vacation.  Council deems it expedient for the public good and to be in 
the best interests of the adjoining properties that the property described in Section 1 of this Ordinance 
be in the same is hereby vacated in its entirety, and shall revert to property owners as follows: 

 
1.  Vacation of property incorporated herein as follows, shall be to Japheth, 
LLC, an Idaho limited liability company, whose mailing address is 971 E. Winding 
Creek Drive, Ste. 117, Eagle, Idaho 83616. 
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SECTION 4.  Savings and Severability Clause.  The provisions and parts of this Ordinance are 
intended to be severable.  If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance should be held to 
be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or 
unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, sentence, 
clause or phrase of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 5.  Publication.  This Ordinance, or a summary thereof in compliance with Idaho Code, 
shall be published once in the official newspaper of the City, and shall take effect immediately upon its 
passage, approval, and publication. 

SECTION 6.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its 
passage, approval and publication. 

 PASSED BY THE COUNCIL AND APPROVED BY THE MAYOR this _____ day of 
November, 2016. 
 
 
        _________________________________ 
        Rebecca L. Noah Casper, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________ 
Kathy Hampton, City Clerk 
 
 (SEAL) 
 
 
STATE OF IDAHO  ) 
    : ss. 
County of Bonneville  ) 
 
  I, KATHY HAMPTON, CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO, 
DO HEREBY CERTIFY: 
 

That the above and foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of the Ordinance entitled:  
“AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO, A MUNICIPAL 
CORPORATION OF THE STATE OF IDAHO, PROVIDING FOR THE VACATION 
OF AN EASEMENT LOCATED WITHIN THE CITY OF IDAHO FALLS AND 
LEGALLY DESCRIBED IN SECTION 1 OF THIS ORDINANCE; PROVIDING 
THAT TITLE TO SAID VACATED EASEMENT SHALL VEST AS SPECIFIED IN 
SECTION 3 OF THIS ORDINANCE; PROVIDING THAT THIS ORDINANCE 
SHALL BE IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT FROM AND AFTER PASSAGE, 
APPROVAL AND PUBLICATION ACCORDING TO LAW” 

        
        __________________________________ 
        Kathy Hampton 
        City Clerk 
 
(SEAL) 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attached is a Resolution and proposed code change to Sections 8-5-28, 8-5-30 and 8-5-31 addressing 
Electric Line Extension Fee waivers within the City.  This change and process was discussed at the 
Council’s work session and is now being submitted to the Mayor and Council for consideration.   
 
 
Cc: Kathy Hampton, City Clerk 
 File 

 
 
 

Honorable Mayor and City Council 

Brad Cramer, Community Development Services Director 
November 8, 2016 
Code Change and Resolution for Electric Line Extension Fee Waiver   
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RESOLUTION 2016- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO, A MUNICIPAL 
CORPORATION OF THE STATE OF IDAHO, IDENTIFYING 
GEOGRAPHICAL AREAS WITHIN CITY LIMITS WHICH ARE 
ELIGIBLE FOR CONSIDERATION FOR ELECTRIC LINE 
EXTENSION FEE WAIVER BY THE COUNCIL; AND PROVIDING 
THAT THIS RESOLUTION BE EFFECTIVE UPON ITS PASSAGE, APPROVAL 
AND PUBLICATION ACCORDING TO LAW. 
 
 

WHEREAS, the City has adopted a Comprehensive Plan that recommends encouraging 
development where City infrastructure (including utilities) already exists as a way to effectively 
manage growth and maintain proficient provisions of City services; and 
 
WHEREAS, Idaho Falls Power has the ability to provide electric utility services within City limits; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Council desires that development pay for infrastructure required to support new 
development (rather than requiring rate payers and customers of Idaho Falls Power to pay or 
subsidize infrastructure); and 
 
WHEREAS, in certain geographical areas, the City wishes to promote development or 
redevelopment; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Code and City Resolutions provide for electric line extension fees that recover 
costs incurred to extend Idaho Falls Power infrastructure; and 
 
WHEREAS, a waiver or adjustment of electric line extension fees is one (1) method that may 
encourage development and redevelopment within the City limits where infrastructure already exists; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, City Code currently provides that the Council may consider the waiver or adjustment 
of electric line extension fees in certain geographical areas identified by Resolution of the Council; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, this Resolution identifies the geographical areas within Idaho Falls City limits which 
qualify for the consideration by Council of waiver or adjustment of some or all of the electric line 
extension fees associated with development and redevelopment of those areas.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO, AS FOLLOWS:  
 

1. The City hereby approves consideration of waiver or adjustment of electric line extension 
fees for development and redevelopment in the areas identified in Exhibit “A” attached to 
this Resolution and made part hereof. 
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2.   It is the Council’s intent that City staff will review the areas identified in this Resolution 
designated for development or redevelopment at least annually and that staff will make 
recommendations to the Council for adjustments to the designated areas, as is deemed to be 
in the interest of such City development and redevelopment. 

 
 
This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by the Council. 
 
ADOPTED and effective this ________ day of November, 2016. 

 
CITY OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO 
 
 
____________________________________ 

        REBECCA L. NOAH CASPER, MAYOR 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
KATHY HAMPTON, CITY CLERK 

(SEAL) 

 

STATE OF IDAHO ) 
    : ss. 
County of Bonneville          ) 
 
I, KATHY HAMPTON, CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO, DO 
HEREBY CERTIFY: 
 

That the above and foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of the Resolution entitled, 
“A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO, A MUNICIPAL 
CORPORATION OF THE STATE OF IDAHO, IDENTIFYING 
GEOGRAPHICAL AREAS WITHIN CITY LIMITS WHICH ARE 
ELIGIBLE FOR CONSIDERATION FOR ELECTRIC LINE 
EXTENSION FEE WAIVER BY THE COUNCIL; AND PROVIDING 
THAT THIS RESOLUTION BE EFFECTIVE UPON ITS PASSAGE, APPROVAL 
AND PUBLICATION ACCORDING TO LAW.” 

 
 

________________________________________ 
KATHY HAMPTON, CITY CLERK 

 

(SEAL) 
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ORDINANCE NO. _________ 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO, AMENDING 
TITLE 8, CHAPTER 5 TO ESTABLISH A FEE TO TRANSFER FROM AN 
ELECTRIC SUPPLIER TO IDAHO FALLS POWER; AND ESTABLISHING 
AREAS ELIGIBLE FOR CONSIDERATION OF WAIVER OR ADJUSTMENT 
OF FEES IN TITLE 8, CHAPTER 5 (OTHER THAN METERING FEES); 
PROVIDING SEVERABILITY, CODIFICATION, PUBLICATION BY 
SUMMARY, AND ESTABLISHING EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 

 
WHEREAS, the City currently charges fees for transfer of customers from an incumbent electric 
supplier to Idaho Falls Power; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City desires to consider waiver or adjustment of fees related to electric line 
extension in order to promote or support development and/or redevelopment within City limits and 
the Idaho Falls Power service area; and  
 
WHEREAS, waiver or adjustment of fees can be an effective tool used to promote such 
development or redevelopment; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Council wishes to encourage development and redevelopment in areas within the 
City where electrical utility infrastructure exists; and 
 
WHEREAS, the indemnification of such geographic areas may act as an important economic 
incentive to encourage the efficient provision of electric utilities in such areas; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Council has determined that the amendments contained in this Ordinance promote 
Council goals and goals contained within the City’s adopted Comprehensive Plan. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO, THAT: 
 
SECTION 1. Section 8-5-28 of the City Code of the City of Idaho Falls, Idaho is hereby amended 
as follows: 
 
TRANSFER FROM OTHER UTILITY: Any person who has previously been connected to the 
facilities of another electric supplier shall, before any extension, connection, or delivery of City 
electric services to such person, shall pay a transfer charge to the City utility billing office in an 
amount set from time to time by Resolution of the Council. Such transfer charge shall equal one-
half (1/2) of any transfer charge, fee or expense which is paid or which may be paid by the City to 
the other electric supplier as a direct result of such person’s transfer to the City electric facilities; 
provided, however, no charge shall be imposed or collected from the new customer by reason of 
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the purchase from the other electric supplier by the City of any transmission lines, equipment or 
other facilities used by the transferring customer. 
 
SECTION 2. Section 8-5-30 of the City Code of the City of Idaho Falls, Idaho is hereby amended 
as follows: 
 
. . . 
 
(C) GENERAL PROVISIONS:  
 

(1) Any fees established by this Subsection shall be in an amount established from time to 
time by Resolution of the Council.  

 
(2) All line extensions and facilities modifications, including conduit provided by the 

customer, shall become and are deemed IFP property upon installation.  
 
(3) All line extensions and facilities modifications shall be made in accordance with 

standard construction requirements of the IFP Service Policy adopted by the Council. 
(4) Line extensions or facilities modifications shall be made only after the customer has 

paid the fees and estimated costs established in this Subsection.   
 
(5) Project Improvements where any new single connected load is anticipated to be larger 

than 1 MW, shall require a negotiated interconnection agreement between the requester and IFP 
in addition to the fees and costs for the service. The agreement may take into consideration 
necessary IFP structure upgrades, such as substation capacity improvements.  

 
(6) Except as provided in sSection (B)(4), (B)(5), and (C) of this Subsection, the provisions 

of this Subsection shall not apply to System Improvements.  
 
(7) In areas identified for redevelopment in the Comprehensive Plan and at the sole 

discretion of IFP, fees for line extensions and facility modifications may be reduced or waived.  
 
SECTION 3. Section 8-5-31 of the City Code of the City of Idaho Falls, Idaho is hereby amended 
as follows: 
 
8-5-31: WAIVER OR ADJUSTMENT OF FEES: Council reserves the right to waive or adjust 
fees in this Chapter (other than net metering fees) upon a finding of good cause to do so where 
such waiver or reduction supports development or redevelopment in areas identified from time to 
time by Resolution of the Council. or the annexation of property contiguous with or surrounded 
by the City. 
 
SECTION 4.  Savings and Severability Clause.  The provisions and parts of this Ordinance are 
intended to be severable.  If any section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance should be 
held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or 
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unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, sentence, 
clause, or phrase of this Ordinance.   
 
SECTION 5.  Codification Clause. The City Clerk is instructed to immediately forward this 
Ordinance to the codifier of the official municipal code for proper revision of the Code. 
 
SECTION 6.  Publication.  This Ordinance, or a summary thereof in compliance with Idaho Code, 
shall be published once in the official newspaper of the City, and shall take effect immediately 
upon its passage, approval, and publication. 
 
SECTION 7.  Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its 
passage, approval, and publication. 
 
PASSED by the City Council and APPROVED by the Mayor of the City of Idaho Falls, Idaho, 
this _____ day of November, 2016. 

       CITY OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO 

 
       ____________________________________ 
       REBECCA L. NOAH CASPER, MAYOR 
ATTEST: 

 
 
_____________________________________ 
KATHY HAMPTON, CITY CLERK 
 
 
(SEAL) 
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STATE OF IDAHO  )  
    )  ss: 
County of Bonneville  ) 
 
I, KATHY HAMPTON, CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO,  
DO HEREBY CERTIFY: 
 

That the above and foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of the Ordinance 
entitled, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO, 
AMENDING TITLE 8, CHAPTER 5 TO ESTABLISH A FEE TO TRANSFER 
FROM AN ELECTRIC SUPPLIER TO IDAHO FALLS POWER; AND 
ESTABLISHING AREAS ELIGIBLE FOR CONSIDERATION OF WAIVER OR 
ADJUSTMENT OF FEES IN TITLE 8, CHAPTER 5 (OTHER THAN 
METERING FEES); PROVIDING SEVERABILITY, CODIFICATION, 
PUBLICATION BY SUMMARY, AND ESTABLISHING EFFECTIVE DATE.” 
 
 

 
      _______________________________________ 
 (SEAL)    KATHY HAMPTON, CITY CLERK 
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