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Downed Power Line Safety
What would you do if you encountered a downed power line? Here are some tips to keep you and your family safe:

· If you see a downed power line, get away from it. The ground could be energized as far as 35 feet away. Call 911 as soon as you’re safe.

· Though the line might not be energized, there’s no way to tell by looking at it. Always assume it’s live.

· If someone is in contact with the line, or is being shocked, resist the urge to help the person and call 911 immediately.

· Do not use a stick or tool to try to move a downed line.. Even non-conductive materials such as wood or clothing can conduct electricity if wet.

· Don’t step in any puddles near a downed power line.

· Do not drive over a downed power line.

· If a power line sags or falls onto your vehicle while you’re in it, stay inside the car and tell others to stay away. If you must leave the vehicle – if the car bursts into flames, for example – jump out with both feet together. Be careful to avoid contact with the vehicle and the ground simultaneously. 

· If you’re close to a downed line and on foot, the best way to get away is to shuffle away with small steps. To minimize the potential for a strong shock, try to keep your feet together and on the ground at all times.

Home electric system safety 101
A basic understanding of how electricity works is critical to keeping your home’s electrical system in safe working order. 
	Here’s a primer:
Electricity enters your home through a service head, from a network of outdoor power lines or an underground connection. 
A typical service head consists of two 120-volt wires and one neutral wire that deliver power to lights and appliances inside your property.
The 120-volt circuits use one phase of the electrical service to power most home appliances.  Some appliances – usually larger devices such as water heaters, dryers, electric ranges, electric vehicle charging stations, etc. - require a 240-volt circuit. This is created using both 120-volt wires and the neutral wire.
The electric meter measures how much electricity is being used in your home. Tampering with the meter is not only extremely dangerous but also illegal.
 The electrical service panel is the central distribution point for delivering electricity to outlets, appliances and light switches throughout the house. It’s usually located near the meter and is equipped with fuses or breakers that shut off the flow of electricity if a problem occurs. When you call to report an outage, you may be asked if you’ve checked to ensure your breakers are in order.
Grounding is a method used as protection for humans, appliances and the electrical system itself in the event of a short circuit or overload. Grounding calls for using a wire to connect the electrical system to the earth. Since electric currents are always looking for the quickest path to ground, grounding provides a path that could otherwise be provided by appliances, equipment or the person who’s working on the system.


Do-it-yourself electric jobs
Electrical Safety Foundation International (www.ESFI.org) strongly recommends hiring a licensed electrician to perform any electrical work in your home. If you do decide to handle the project on your own, however, please consider these safety tips:
· Learn as much as possible about your home’s electrical system beforehand.
· Know your limits. Never attempt a project that is beyond your skill level. Unplug any appliance before starting work.
· Shut off power to the circuit you’ll be working on by switching off the breaker in the main service panel. Test the wires before you touch them to ensure they’re not energized.
· Never touch plumbing or gas pipes when working on your home’s electrical system.

	
Space Heaters
According to the National Fire Protection Association, heating equipment was a factor in 57,100 home fires, 490 deaths, 1,530 injuries and $1.1 billion in property damage. The majority of these incidents were caused by portable space heaters. 
Knowing how to safely use a space heater can save your life. The first step is to read the owner’s manual. Here are some other tips:
· Never leave a space heater running when you leave a room or go to sleep. 
· Do not use space heaters in rooms with unsupervised children. 
· Keep space heaters at least 3 feet from anything flammable — furniture, clothes, bedding, rugs, curtains, etc.
· Don’t put a space heater in a high-traffic area where people might run into it or trip over it.
· Set up the heater on a flat and level surface. Avoid placing it on furniture.
· Do not use a space heater in damp or wet areas, bathrooms included, unless the manual indicates the heater is intended for bathroom use.
· Do not plug a space heater into a power strip or extension cord. 
· Unplug the space heater when it’s not on, and inspect the cord regularly for damage. 

Smoke Alarms
Did you know that having a working smoke alarm in your home cuts your chance of getting killed in a home fire by half? 

Here are a few tips for buying and maintaining a smoke alarm:
· Purchase smoke alarms from reputable retailers. Choose alarms that have the label of a recognized testing laboratory.
· Have working smoke alarms on every level of your home, outside each sleeping area, and inside each bedroom. Interconnected alarms offer the best protection.
· Regularly check your smoke alarms by hitting the TEST button. Test the device at least once a month, and replace batteries at least once a year.
· Replace the device every 10 years, at least.




Portable generator safety
In the event of a prolonged power outage, portable electric generators can provide benefits and convenience – powering heat sources, lights, computers, phones, etc. They can also be very dangerous. Here are some precautions to take to ensure the safety of you and your family, as well as the safety of those working to restore the power.
· Make sure you fully understand how to properly operate the generator. The most effective way to do so is to read and follow the manufacturer’s operating instructions.
· Only use a generator outside, away from open windows, doors and vents.
· Never use a generator inside a confined space – your home, garage, crawl space, etc. The carbon monoxide emitted by the machine can be deadly even if you’ve opened doors or windows.
· Invest in a carbon monoxide detector to ensure you’re not putting yourself and your family at risk.
· Always let the generator cool before refueling, and always use fresh gasoline (gas more than 30 days old needs a fuel stabilizer.)
· For safety as well as maximum efficiency, always maintain your generator according to the manufacturer’s maintenance schedule.
· Do not run the generator near combustible materials.
· If you must use an extension cord, be sure it’s grounded and rated properly for the intended use. Be sure to uncoil the cord before use; coiled extension cords can become very hot.
· If you plan to connect your generator directly into your home electrical system, hire a licensed electrician to install a Power Transfer Switch. 
· Never run the generator under wet conditions. Be sure to protect it from snow and rain. 


Safety rules for children
Children aren’t always aware of the dangers of electricity. Here are some basic rules to ensure they stay safe around electricity.
· Never stick anything into electrical sockets.
· Don’t go near downed power lines. If you see one, alert an adult right away.
· Water and electricity do not mix. Don’t touch appliances while wet or while standing in a puddle, and keep appliances away from water. 
· Don’t drag an appliance by its cord. It could damage the cord. If you see a frayed or cracked power cord, tell your parents. 
· Keep things that can burn away from space heaters and other appliances that can get hot.
· Don’t plug too many cords into an electrical outlet. 
· Never swim when there’s thunder or lightning.
· Don’t climb power poles or trees that are close to power lines.
· Don’t fly a kite near power lines. 
· Don’t climb a fence around an electrical substation. If a ball or pet gets stuck inside a facility, ask an adult to call us and we’ll get it for you.
· Ask an adult for help when using something that requires electricity. 
· Remind your parents to watch out for power lines when they’re using a ladder or other outdoor equipment.
· 
