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I Purpose of the Citizens Review Committee (CRC)

The purpose of the Citizen Review Committee (CRC), as described by Mayor Rebecca Casper,
is “to encourage city-wide efficiency and innovation in an open atmosphere. The city needs
committees that reflect a broad array of interests and opinions about local government. It is
hoped that ‘fresh eyes’ will reveal new or exciting directions for city management, budgeting and
innovation.”

Observations about Dog Problems

CRC members had conversations with numerous Idaho Falls citizens about Animal Services.
People generally fell into one of two categories. Citizens either had concern, sometimes very
strong, that off-leash dogs were a problem, or they liked to have their own dog off-leash.

One person we contacted was a dog owner who goes to Community Park and takes his dog off-
leash to play, who said, “Where else am | going to go with my dog?”



The CRC also found that off-leash dogs are common in neighborhoods, especially where
houses are close together such as on the numbered streets. There are some places where

and the family dog. Her dog had to get 18 staples to close the wound. The CRC member has
also been charged at by other off-leash dogs and she has to spray them with pepper spray.
She does not walk around the neighborhood anymore.

The CRC also talked to numerous people who bike extensively in Idaho Falls. Many of these
people carry either pepper Spray or “club” to ward off problem animals. In general, the bikers
also did not find it useful to call Animal Services because they were too slow to respond or only
gave a warning.

The Animal Services Department has a staff of seven individuals. The staff is responsible for
both animal care and patrol. This is a small staff and currently focuses more on animal care

Another issue noted by Ms. Brown was that some citizens do not respect the authority of Animal
Control Officers. Sometimes People will just walk away when they are approached by an
Animal Control Officer. Many times the Animal Control Officer will have to call for Police back-
up because a citizen does not believe they should have to listen to Animal Control.

Observations ab out Cat Problems

Several of the people contacted by the CRC noted problems with feral cats. These problems
ranged from defecating iin gardens, leading to a concemn of toxoplasmosis, to destruction of
property. Ms. Brown told the CRC that Idaho Falls does not have any program in place for
trying to control feral cats. She told us that property owners can “borrow” traps from the Shelter



for a small deposit and then bring the cat back once it is trapped. Animal Services then
determines if the cat is feral. I the cat is feral, it is euthanized. If the cat is not feral, it is held
for 3 days and then put it up for adoption.

Observations of Animal Services Management

When the CRC met with Captain Cawley, who oversees Animal services, he at first seemed to
cede authority and responsibility to Ms. Brown concerning animal control, Only after Captain
Cawley saw that some CRC members were concerned about animal control did he start to take
responsibility. Captain Cawiey even asked “do we really want to start giving citations for off-
leash dogs on the green belt?”

Observations about the Animal Shelter

The CRC visited the Animal Shelter and in general thought that it was well run. Both people
and procedures seemed professional. Ms. Brown reported that the animal shelter has reduced

The CRC also noted what they see as a looming problem at the Animal Shelter. Dr. Stone
basically gives his time and license for free to Animal Services. When Dr. Stone retires, IF will

IV. Recommendations

* Off-leash animals are a continuing problem in both neighborhoods and public parks and
the CRC would like to see fewer animals off-leash in Idaho Falls. The CRC
recommends that the existing qrdinances be enforced more completely.

authority of Animal Control Officers.
e The CRC generally agrees to allow Animal Services the option of giving an initial
wamning to those who are in violation of the leash ordinance. The CRC, however,

animal should lead to a citation.

® Increase Animal Services patrols in problem neighborhoods, such as the numbered
streets.

® Increase patrol on Sundays and Saturdays, both in public parks and neighborhoods,



