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Our goal is to assist  

elected decision makers  

in the development of a plan 

for the city's future  

which reflects the vision, 

needs and values of the 

citizens of Idaho Falls. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Idaho Local Land Use Planning Act requires each jurisdiction in the State to create a comprehensive 

plan.  The plan must address 14 specified elements including demographics, public facilities inventories, 

and land use trends.  This section addresses nine of the 14 required components.  Users of these 

background studies will be more familiar with the natural resources, special areas, infrastructure, and 

public facilities within the City of Idaho Falls.  This report also addresses land use and housing patterns.  

Other components of the comprehensive plan can be found in the policy statements and social and 

economic profile. 
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NATURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY  

The natural resources surrounding Idaho Falls provide few limitations to growth. The area is endowed 

with fertile soils and abundant groundwater.  There are few conditions requiring extensive mitigation 

efforts or costly expenditures for construction and maintenance.  This section describes attributes of the 

environment surrounding Idaho Falls and their effects on potential development.  Most of this information 

has been obtained from federal and state sources.   

 

Soils 
The U.S. Department of Agricultureôs Soil Conservation Service provides information for planning urban 

land uses in terms of soil qualities and characteristics.  Table 10 of the Departmentôs publication Soil 

Survey of Bonneville County Area, Idaho outlines the areaôs soils and their imposed limitations on 

development.  The data provided in the soil maps and tables is intended for general land use planning 

rather than site specific planning.  The information also has certain limitations.  For example, data applies 

only to soils within five to six feet of the surface.  The soil maps provided by the Conservation Service 

can still be used to evaluate the potential of areas for urban development, evaluate routes for roadways 

and utilities, and predict performance of proposed small structures and pavements on the soils.  For site 

development specific on-site investigation or testing and analysis should still occur.   

The Conservation Service has determined the kind and degree of soil limitations affecting shallow 

excavations, dwellings with and without basements, small commercial buildings, and local roads and 

streets.  The limitations are grouped as follows: 

 

Slight Soil properties and site features are generally favorable to the indicated use.  

Limitations are minor and easily overcome. 

Moderate Soil or site features are not favorable for the indicated use and special planning, 

design, or maintenance is needed to overcome or minimize the limitations 

Severe Soil properties or site conditions are so unfavorable or so difficult to overcome 

that special design, significant increases in construction costs, and possible 

increased maintenance are required. 

Soils and their limitations for dwellings with basements and small commercial buildings are shown on 

Map 1.  Soils with slight or few limitations are concentrated to the south of 17
th
 Street and east of South 

5
th
 West (Park-Taylor Road) as well as adjacent to I-15 south of Pancheri Drive.  The area generally west 

of Skyline Drive and surrounding the municipal airport is an area of soils with moderate limitations for 

dwellings and commercial buildings.  These limitations are primarily related to soils with low strength. 

Severe limitations for development are due to depth to bedrock and a history of flooding or high water.  

 

Most of the soils in the planning area have moderate or severe limitations for local roads and streets.  

Soils with severe limitations are located in the northeast corner and eastern edge of the planning area.  In 

these areas construction and maintenance of local roads and streets is limited by a history of high water 

and flooding and frost action.  The remainder of the planning area has moderate limitations for roadways 

due to low soil strength and frost action.  Because of soils, maintenance costs may always be an issue in 

the planning area.  

  

Appendix A contains a list of the soils in the planning area with slight, moderate, and severe limitations. 
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  Map 1 
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Floodplains 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has prepared maps of the 100 and 500 year 

floodplains within Idaho Falls and Bonneville County.  Statistically, 100 year floods are those floods 

which have a 1% chance of occurring with a given year.  The 100 year floodplain is the land that will be 

covered by such a flood. 

 

Map 2 shows locations of all flood zones within the planning area. 100 and 500 year floodplains are 

found in the southeastern corner, east of Sand Creek and Hitt Road.  500 year flood plains are also located 

in the area south of Sunnyside Road between the Union Pacific railroad track and Park Road. 

 

Within the City of Idaho Falls, the 100 and 500 year floodplains are limited to the area immediately 

adjacent to the Snake River.  As noted by FEMA in its flood insurance study, very little of the land 

adjacent to the Snake River within the City of Idaho Falls is flood prone due to the incised nature of the 

River.  Willow Creek is the only other area which may experience some flooding due to plugged culverts 

during winter time.  
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 Map 2 
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Wetlands 

Historically wetlands have been regarded as having marginal utility for land use and have been the object 

of severe misuse.  In the past few decades, however, wetlands have found a solid place in the national 

environmental agenda.  Wetlands are integral parts of the hydrologic system necessary for the 

maintenance of water quality and water supplies for human consumption as well as habitat necessary for 

the survival of a host of animal species.   

 

Although vital to environmental quality, wetlands present severe limitations to development.  Attempts to 

build in wetlands may significantly increase development costs because of the need for special allowances 

for site drainage, flood protection, and facility maintenance.  Most wetlands are underlain by organic soils 

which are unstable for development and require extensive engineering.   

 

Wetlands are generally defined as lands having at least the following three characteristics: 

 

¶ The presence of water (usually relatively shallow water) on the surface all or part of the 

year 

 

¶ The presence of distinctive soils, often with high organic contents, which are clearly 

different from upland soils. 

 

¶ The presence of vegetation composed of species adapted to wet soils, surface water, and 

or flooding.   

 

The U.S. Department of the Interior Fish and Wildlife Service has developed the National Wetlands 

Inventory.  The inventory maps were prepared using high altitude aerial photographs, and wetlands were 

identified using vegetation, visible hydrology, and geography.  These maps are essentially a ñred flagò or 

a signal that on-site investigation and analysis is necessary prior to development.  In addition, not all 

wetlands will be identified on the inventory.  Small wetlands and those covered by dense forest cover may 

be excluded.  The maps are available through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; the three agencies primarily responsible for 

the federal wetlands regulatory review process. 

 

The results of the National Wetlands Inventory for the planning area are shown on Map 3.  Wetlands in 

the area are predominantly along the Snake River and the numerous canals although there are other small, 

scattered wetlands in other parts of Idaho Falls.  A key to the map symbols is found on the following 

pages. 
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  SOURCE: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 1 
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SPECIAL AREAS INVENTORY  

 

Under Idaho statutes, special areas are those areas, sites, or structures of historical, archaeological, 

ecological, wildlife, or scenic significance.  While this section will identify such known areas in the City, 

some, such as wetlands, have been identified already elsewhere.  This section will also identify those 

features, locations or characteristics identified and valued by Idaho Fallsô citizens and visitors.   

 

Scenic Areas 

 

Snake River 

Idaho Falls began as a convenient, safe location to cross the Snake River and proceed north to gold fields 

first in Montana, later in Idaho.  It grew and prospered when the waters of the Snake were siphoned into 

canals and turned out on the land.  Its place in Idahoôs history was assured when the Riverôs energies were 

harnessed to produce power.   The development of the Greenbelt, with its paths and gathering spaces, 

symbolizes the importance of the River in the Cityôs existence. 

 

Taylor Mountain   
Idaho Falls is located on the Snake River floodplain on nearly level, very deep, well drained soils.  Taylor 

Mountain, with an altitude of 7,400 feet, visually dominates the landscape southeast of Idaho Falls.  The 

mountain is named after Sam Taylor who settled at the mouth of Taylor Creek in 1872.  Two years earlier 

Sam had come to Eagle Rock where his cousin, Matt Taylor, had built a bridge to cross the Snake.  While 

Matt sold his interest in the bridge in 1872 and returned to Missouri in 1886, Sam stayed and ranched 

with his brother.  

 

Sand Dunes 
Sand dunes are located adjacent to Sandy Downs Race Track and Sand Creek Golf Course.  The dunes, 

although not extensive, offer a unique recreational opportunity to the residents of the city.  In 2007, the 

Idaho Falls Parks and Recreation Division prepared a master plan concept for Sandy Downs.  The dunes 

remained in the concept and are surrounded on the west and southeast by a path and passive recreation 

area and green space. The plan considered the opinions and ideas from citizens as expressed in surveys, 

public hearings, and a community needs assessment. 

 

Historic Resources 

 

Idaho Falls does not have a local designation program for historic preservation.  However, there are 

several properties within Idaho Falls listed on the National Register of Historic Places, either as part of a 

multiple property survey or as contributing in a district.  Since the city does not have a program for local 

designation, there are no protections for historic properties unless federal monies are used to modify or 

demolish historic properties. 

 

The identified historic properties are concentrated in the downtown area, the Ridge Avenue Historic 

District, the 11th Street Historic District, and the Idaho Falls Airport Historic District.  There are also 

several historic properties outside of these areas.  Historic downtown properties are shown on Map 4 (pg. 

17) and the various Historic Districts are on Map 5 (pg. 18).  The criteria used by the Idaho Falls Historic 

Preservation Commission to identify these properties are those used for listing on the National Register of 

Historic Places.  There are three key concepts in designating properties historic: historic significance, 

historic integrity, and historic context.  To be significant historically, a property over fifty years in age 

must be associated with important local events or activities, must be associated with important local 

persons, have distinctive characteristics of design or construction such as Craftsman bungalows, or, if an 

archaeological site, have the potential to yield important information.  To have historic integrity, a 
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property must look essentially as it did when it was constructed or became important.  It has to retain the 

physical materials, design features, and aspects of construction from the period of significance.  The 

historic context provides the framework for importance and links the property to important local trends 

such as community growth and development or national architectural trends. 

 

Downtown 

In 1984, the Idaho State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) nominated fifteen downtown properties for 

inclusion on the National Register.  The nomination was for multiple properties since the surveyor did not 

find a sufficient concentration of properties downtown for a district.  The fifteen properties included the 

Idaho Falls City Hall, Bonneville County Courthouse, Bonneville Hotel, Hotel Idaho, Montgomery Ward 

Building, Underwood Hotel, Kress Building, Bonneville Historical Society Museum, Rocky Mountain 

Bell Building (subsequently demolished), Shane Building, Farmers and Merchants Bank Building, 

Douglas-Farr Building (subsequently demolished), Hasbrouck Building, IOOF Building, and Idaho Falls 

Federal Building.  The listing of these buildings complemented the earlier listing of the Trinity United 

Methodist Church and First Presbyterian Church. 

 

In 2008, a nomination was prepared for a National Register district downtown and was submitted and 

approved by the Idaho Historic Sites Review Board.  The National Park Service, in its review of the 

proposed district, offered comments which are now being addressed by the Idaho Falls Historic 

Preservation Commission.  Park Avenue is the heart of the proposed district, and properties within the 

district include structures which gained their significance in the 1930's and 1940's, a period of 

significance later than the 1984 nomination prepared by SHPO.   

 

Ridge Avenue Historic District 
The Ridge Avenue Historic District includes 143 buildings of which 93 were contributing when the 

district was nominated in 1993.  The district includes portions of Ridge Avenue and portions of Water 

Avenue and Placer Avenue.  The district became the cityôs prominent residential neighborhood between 

1895 and 1920, the cityôs first major period of growth.  The homes within the district are a representation 

of the acceptable residential styles found in southeastern Idaho in the early twentieth century. 

 

11
th
 Street Historic District 

Listed in 1997, the 11
th
 Street Historic District reflects the agricultural fortunes of the city and  Idaho.  

The district grew substantially during the 1910s, faltered during the agricultural depression of the 1920s, 

and completed its growth during the Depression when Idaho, especially the Snake River region, 

experienced substantial in-migration.  The houses strongly represent the architectural styles popular for 

homes in the region and country from 1900 to 1945. Set in a streetscape lined with trees, open front 

porches, and narrow front yards, this is a fine example of the residential neighborhoods developed 

throughout the country in the first half of the 20
th
 century. 

 

Idaho Falls Airport Municipal District 
This district consists of a hangar, administratorôs cabin, a beacon tower, and surrounding landscaped area.  

The hangar and cabin are constructed of hand-hewn, peeled, native white pine logs.  The surrounding 

acreage is fully landscaped with a lush lawn or grasses bordered by lilac, Russian olive and small pine. 

Constructed by the Works Progress Administration between 1930 and 1937, the facilities completed the 

Idaho Falls Municipal Airport as a fully operational air transport facility capable of servicing planes, 

people, and airmail.  In the early 1960's, the old log two story administration building with second floor 

open porches was removed, leaving only a foundation and old photographs.  No other WPA aviation 

structure in Idaho has retained the integrity found in the log hangar. 

 

Holy Rosary Church 
In 2002 the Holy Rosary Church on the southeast corner of 9

th
 Street and Lee Avenue was listed on the   
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National Register of Historic Places.  The church is a fine example of a small church with a design 

inspired by the English Gothic style.  Built in 1948, it has wide pointed arches, side buttresses, and 

contrasting decorative trim.  The building is also an excellent example of the work of one of Idahoôs most 

outstanding architectural firms, Hummel, Hummel, and Jones of Boise, Idaho. 

 

New Sweden School 
Just outside the area of impact on the southwest corner of New Sweden School Road (35

th
 West) and Mill 

Road (West 17
th
 South) sits the New Sweden School.  Built in 1927 and listed on the National Register of 

Historic Places in 1991, the now vacant school retains its historic integrity.  The building is 

architecturally significant as an excellent example of multiple-classroom public schools built to replace 

the earlier one room schools.  The school was used until 1980 when the New Sweden school district was 

consolidated into School District 91. 

 

Art Troutner Houses Historic District 
The Art Troutner Houses Historic District consists of three single-family homes built on about 7.5 acres 

in 1955-1956.  The district is being surrounded by Idaho Falls with Carriagegate Subdivision to the south 

and west and Bristol Heights to the east.  The first home built was designed in an A-frame configuration 

and was the Helen Aupperle studio.  The second home built on the site was constructed for Dr. Dauchy 

and Fran Migel and is a single-story structure laid out as a clipped triangular star of three wings.  The 

third home built for Fran Migelôs mother, Ada Poitevin, is a single-story structure with essentially sixteen 

sides.  All three houses were designed by Arthur L. Troutner, an Idaho inventor, architect, and 

entrepreneur.  Troutner invented the Truss Joist, a lightweight, easy to assemble building element to serve 

as floor joists or roof beams, and developed Micro-Lam, a method of finger-joint splicing short segments 

of 2x4 boards into one long beam. As an example of modern architecture, these three single-family homes 

designed and built by Art Troutner embody the mid-20th century shift from the traditional box to new and 

experimental forms.   

 

Other Historic Properties 
The Idaho Falls Historic Preservation Commission has been working with interested property owners and 

others to list Funland in Tautphaus Park, the WPA log buildings in Tautphaus Park, early residential 

neighborhoods in the Lava and Basalt Street area, homes or neighborhoods in the numbered streets, and 

significant individual homes in Idaho Falls. 

 

Special Areas Identified Through Citizen Participation Events 

 

The Idaho Falls Planning Commission has held three community wide citizen participation events since 

1992.  Each of these events involved 1,900 residents and visitors, and each began at a local grocery store.   

In 1992, when asked for the best features of Idaho Falls, the respondentsô top three answers were: 

$ Snake River Greenbelt 

$ The Cityôs parks and zoo 

$ Idaho Falls Public Library 

  

In 2005, residents and visitors again at local grocery stores answered the best features were: 

$ Snake River and Greenbelt 

$ City parks, including Tautphaus Park and Zoo 

$ Community character (cleanliness, friendliness, small town, landscaping/flowers) 

$ Downtown 

 

Community Comments about Special Areas 

The special places within Idaho Falls include the best features listed above ï those valued by its citizens 

and its visitors. 
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As a result of these citizen participation efforts, the document Community Viewpoints and 

Priorities tied citizen comments to the special areas enumerated in the existing comprehensive 

plan.  These suggestions are excerpted below: 

 

Tree Idaho Falls 

People love the Cityôs trees. 

 

Entryways 
People believe city entrances are unattractive approaches to the community. 

 

The Snake River Greenbelt 
People see the Snake River Greenbelt as the focal point of the city.  There are 

some interesting comments concerning development and preservation of both the 

Snake River and greenbelt which support current policy. 

 

Historic Resources 
Not many people chose to comment on this policy.  Of those that did, historic 

assets related to downtown and neighborhoods were mentioned. 

  

Downtown 
Downtown is a topic on many peopleôs minds.  People feel it is important for the 

city to have a viable downtown and there is a real fear that downtown will be lost 

is something isnôt done soon.  People said current revitalization efforts are 

positive and they really like the arts and cultural opportunities offered downtown.  

There is a strong perception that improvements in downtown parking are a key 

factor in downtown revitalization. 

 

Transition Areas 

There is minimal comment on redevelopment of existing neighborhoods. 
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Map 4 
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LAND USE Map 5 



City of Idaho Falls Comprehensive Plan Background Studies Page 20 

 

Background 

The purpose of this section is to provide an overview of general land use patterns and changes over the 

past 20 years since the last land use inventory was completed in 1987.  Existing land use patterns provide 

a base for planning for future land uses.  Besides looking at changes in land uses, this section also 

examines physical growth or expansion of the Cityôs corporate boundaries and changes in zoning.  The 

results are used to help guide the future land use map of the comprehensive plan.   

 

Expansion of City Boundaries 
In 1987 the Cityôs boundaries encompassed approximately 8,760 acres of land.  By 2008 the number of 

acres within the City increased 61% to 14,113; an average of 2.9% per year.  Map 6 shows where this 

growth has taken place.  The highest concentration of growth areas are south of Sunnyside Road with 

both residential, professional office, and industrial areas.  There has also been strong growth on the north 

and west sides of the City with a mixture of residential, research and development, general commercial 

and industrial areas.   

General Land Use Patterns 

When the last land use study for Idaho Falls was conducted in 1987, Utah State University students 

walked or drove through city and inventoried each  

land use.  Since that time, land use data has been 

updated primarily through tracking of building 

permits and GIS technology.  Table 1 and Figure 1 

below shows changes in general land uses over the 

past 20 years.  Maps 7 shows existing land uses in 

2008.  It should be noted, however, defining land 

uses is not always simple and there be slight 

differences from the land use map found in previous 

editions of the comprehensive plan.  There may be 

mixed uses in a particular building or it may be 

unclear how to categorize a use.  Also, classification 

may vary from person to person.  These variations are 

expected over a 20 year period but the purpose of this 

report is to examine general patterns of land use.   

While most changes in land use are a product of 

normal growth over time, there a few categories 

which increased dramatically.  Cultural, 

entertainment, and recreational activities increased 

983% since 1987.  Most of this growth is in golf 

courses.  In 1987 Pinecrest and Sandcreek golf 

courses were not counted in the land use study.  In 

2008 these two courses as well as Sage Lakes were 

counted as recreational activities.  Agriculture land 

use grew 654% in 20 years.  This is due to change in 

how land is annexed and developed.  In the past, land 

was not annexed until it was ready to be platted and 

developed.  More recently, developers have requested 

annexation prior to platting.  This has led to many 

acres being annexed into the City while still being 

used for agriculture until development occurs. 

 

  

Table 1 
Land Use Changes 1987 - 2008 

Land Use 
1987 
Acres 

2008 
Acres 

%Change 

Single Family DUõs 2707 3508 32.2% 

Vacant Land & 
Structures 

1527 2605 70.5% 

Streets 1207 2393 98.2% 

T.C.U. 946 1116 17.9% 

Cultural, Entertainment, 
& Recreational Activities 

55 596 983.6% 

Parks 299 572 91.3% 

Multi-Family DUõs 270 545 101.8% 

Retail Trade 395 517 30.8% 

Water 118 360 205% 

Agriculture 37 279 654% 

Manufacturing 161 246 52.7% 

Wholesale Trade 138 80 -42% 

Mixed Retail & Service 
in CBD 

18 51 183.3 
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Finally, mixed uses in the Central Business District increased 183%.  This is mostly due to differences in 

reporting methods over the two time periods.  Although mixed uses have not increased so dramatically, an 

important difference in the downtown area is the number vacancies have decreased since 1987. 

 

As mentioned above, annexation prior to platting has become an increasing trend.  Besides creating a 

greater percentage of agricultural land uses within the City, it has also increased the percentage of vacant 

land.  In 1987 vacant land and structures made up 17% of land use in Idaho Falls.  In 2008 vacant land 

and structures increased to just over 18% of land use.  Map 8 shows the locations of vacant lands.  While 

there are vacancies in developing subdivisions, there are also a high number of acres which have been 

annexed but are not yet platted or developing.   

 

 
Figure 1 

Land Use Changes 1987-2008 
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 Map 6 
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Map 7 
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Zoning 

Trends in residential zoning have not changed dramatically since 1987.  R-1 single-family is still the most 

heavily used zone.  There have been some increases in RP-A, R-3, and R-3A but the other residential 

zones have remained basically unchanged.  One notable change is the increase in R-3.  Although R-3 

zoning in the past was used as a high density housing zone, some single family developments in the City 

began using R-3 zoning because of the narrow side yard setbacks.  Table 2 shows changes in residential 

zones between 1987 and 2008.  Although the table shows a few of the zones have decreased, these 

differences are a result in measurement discrepancies.  When this report was done in 1987, areas were 

measured by hand and subject to human error.  Today, GIS data is used for measurement and is more 

precise.   

 

Table 2 
Zoning Changes 1987-2008 

Zone 1987 (acres) 2008 (acres) Percent Change 

RP 53 37 -30.1% 

RP-A 455 678 49% 

R-1 3352 4784 42.7% 

R-2 394 304 -22.8% 

R-2A 192 140 -27% 

R-3 171 279 63.1% 

R-3A 642 766 19.3% 

RMH 124 87 -29.8% 

 

Housing 

Based on numbers from the 2000 U.S. Census and City building permit records, there were approximately 

22,038 housing units in the first part of 2008.  This is a 37.6% increase from 1987.  The majority of 

dwelling units are single family, but as of the 2000 U.S. Census Idaho Falls contained 93% of all multi-

family dwellings in Bonneville County.  Table 3 shows how the average density of development in each 

residential zone.  Although a similar table was completed in 1987 it is not used here because it is unclear 

how land and densities were calculated at that time.  The result is densities so different from 2008 

calculations it would not be useful or accurate to compare them side by side.  Table 3 densities were 

calculated by taking number of dwelling units divided by net acres of each zone, not including any 

churches, schools, or parks.   

 

Table 3 
Residential Development Net Densities 2008 

Zone Units Acres Units per Acre 

RP 101 37.2 2.7 

RP-A 1,422 496.6 2.8 

R-1 11,955 2,661 4.4 

R-2 1,922 243.3 7.8 

R-2A 1,257 121.2 10.3 

R-3 2,049 193.2 10.6 

R-3A 2,954 198.2 14.9 

RMH 378 68.7 5.5 
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PUBLIC FACILITIES INVENTORY  

 

Transportation 

Background 

Transportation and land use are closely linked.  Historically, as modes and availability of transportation 

have changed, so too have urban patterns of development.  When travel became faster and more 

affordable, residential uses spread further from work and shopping areas.  But transportation encompasses 

more than just streets and highways for automobiles and trucks.  It also includes public transportation, air 

transportation, rail, bikeways, pedestrian walkways, and vehicular parking.  Increased demand for these 

alternative modes of travel is again changing the way we plan communities.   

 

Idaho Falls Street System 

 

Classification 

The designation of functional classification provides a basis for planning for necessary right-of-way 

acquisition, signalization, and access management, all of which are necessary to provide and preserve 

roadway capacity.  The City of Idaho Falls maintains over 325 miles of streets.  Its roadway system is 

comprised of different classifications of streets depending on function: 

 

Arterial streets: Arterial streets primarily move traffic between principal generators and 

are designed for the movement of traffic through and across the community at higher 

speeds.  Generally arterial streets do not bisect neighborhoods.  Direct residential access 

is strongly discouraged, and commercial access is limited. Traffic volumes are generally 

above 10,000 vehicles per day, and such arterial streets as 17
th
 Street have volumes 

greater than 30,000 vehicles per day.  The right-of-way for such streets ranges from 80 to 

120 feet in width. 

 

Principal arterial streets: The spacing for principal arterial streets is usually one to two 

miles, access is limited to major traffic generators only, the speed is 35 to 45 miles per 

hour, and parking is prohibited.  Principal arterial streets are 5 - 10% of the street system. 

 

Minor arterial streets: The spacing for minor arterial streets is one-half to one mile, the 

number and spacing of driveways is controlled, parking is generally prohibited but not 

always, and the speed is generally 30 to 35 miles per hour.  Minor arterial streets 

comprise ten to twenty percent of the street system.   

 

Collector streets: Collector streets provide access to local properties and also move moderate 

quantities of traffic between local streets and major streets.  Collector streets penetrate 

neighborhoods and provide access to adjacent properties.  Volumes are generally less than 10,000 

vehicles daily. Collectors are typically spaced at one-quarter to one-half mile. The width of the 

right-of-way for collectors is usually 60 feet, although industrial collectors may be 70 in width.  

Speeds are generally 25 to 35 miles per hour. 

 

Local streets: The primary purpose of local streets is to provide access to adjacent land.  Each 

abutting property usually has access to the street, and parking is permitted on the street.  Local 

streets make up a large percentage of the total street mileage but carry a small proportion of the 

vehicle miles of travel.  Volumes generally fall below 1,000 vehicles per day, and speeds limits 

are usually 25 miles per hour. 
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Table 4 below provides information on the miles of street within the City and its classification:  

SOURCE: GIS data based on existing comprehensive plan classifications 

Operation and Maintenance 

In the fiscal year 1989, according to the Bonneville County Public Facilities Inventory, the City of Idaho 

Falls Street Department had a budget of $1.6 million and 21 employees.  Today the street department still 

has 21 employees and the budget has increased to $4.64 million. 

 

Priorities for Street Improvements 

In the fall of 2007, the Idaho Department of Transportation and the City of Idaho Falls completed the 

interchange of I-15 with Sunnyside Road, a bridge over the Snake River, and the widening of Sunnyside 

Road, including a bicycle path, to Holmes Avenue. In 2006, the City of Idaho Falls, Ammon, and 

Bonneville County had widened Sunnyside Road to the east of Holmes Avenue.  The interchange and 

Sunnyside Road had been a priority for the City since the 1965 Comprehensive Plan.  In 2009 Hitt Road 

was widened from Meppen Canal north to Mesa Street.  Other priorities for street improvements are: 

¶ The widening and improvement of Pancheri Drive, including the bridge over I-15. 

¶ The improvement/replacement of the D Street underpass. 

¶ Improvement of 17th Street at its intersections, especially the Holmes Avenue, Woodruff Avenue, 

and Hitt intersections. 

¶ The construction of Old Butte Road extended to the south to 33rd South. 

                                                 
1
 SOURCE: Intermountain Demographics. 

Table 4 
Functional Classifications 

Street Type  Miles  Percent of Total 

Interstate (I-15) 8.83 2.6% 

Expressway (U.S. 20) 6.23 1.8% 

Principal arterial 26.8 7.8% 

Minor arterial 28.55 8.3% 

Collector 24.48 7.2% 

Local streets 247.4 72.3% 

Total 342.29 100% 

Table 5 
Street Department Budget and Employment 1989-2008 

Year 
Estimated 

Population1 
Percentage  
Increase 

Street 
Department 
Employees 

Street Department 
Budget 

Amount Required 
for Same Buying 
Power as in 1989 

1989 43,300 -- 21 $1.6 million -- 

2008 57,388 31% 21 $4.64 million $2.67 million 
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In 2005 the Planning Commission completed a citizen participation program to assist in updating the 

comprehensive plan.  One of the main concerns of the citizens identified was traffic and city streets, 

which has consistently been a priority since the first citizen participation programs in 1992.  In 2005, the 

streets mentioned most by the citizens as needing improvement were 17
th
 Street, Hitt Road, Yellowstone 

Highway, Pancheri Drive, Woodruff Avenue, and Holmes Avenue.  The top community priority 

identified by the citizens was the need to fund projects to reduce congestion on 17
th
 Street, e.g., 

construction of turning lanes and traffic light synchronization.  In 1997, a loop road or other mechanism 

to move traffic efficiently north-south and east-west had been a top priority.  In 1997 of all community 

priorities listed for selection by residents, the highest priorities were the improvement of Sunnyside Road, 

Pancheri Road, and Hitt Road to at least four lanes. 

 

Long-Range Priorities 
The Bonneville Metropolitan Planning Organization (BMPO) provides regional transportation planning 

for the City of Idaho Falls, Ammon, Iona, Ucon, and the urbanizing areas of Bonneville County (also 

known as the Bonneville Metropolitan Planning Area or BMPA) in cooperation with the Idaho 

Transportation Department and Targhee Regional Public Transportation Authority.   The BMPO has 

prepared a 2025 Long Range Transportation Plan.  Input for the plan comes from the Technical Advisory 

Committee (TAC), a group of planners, engineers, and others from the various jurisdictions throughout 

the BMPA.  Along with planning from the TAC, a traffic model is the primary tool used by BMPO to 

identify future traffic demand.  Population and employment projections are used to estimate future 

number of trips, origin and destination, and the routes selected.  Established historic trends and current 

conditions are the basis for forecasting future traffic demand. 

 

Map 9 shows average daily traffic volumes for major roadways in the City.  Maps 10 and 11 from the 

2025 Long Range Transportation Plan illustrate the 2010 and 2025 congestion locations based on the 

transportation model.  17
th
 Street, Memorial Drive, the off ramp for I-15 at U.S. 20, and Channing Way 

north of 25
th
 Street area all areas of congestion.  In 2025, 17

th
 Street remains a location of major 

congestion.  Additional areas include Skyline south of West Broadway, U.S. 20 and I-15 interchange, 

Memorial Drive, and 1
st
 Street east of Woodruff Avenue assuming the following improvements are 

completed by 2010 with ñno-buildò beyond these projects.  Some of these projects however will not be 

complete by the end of 2010 so the models may not be completely accurate: 

 

Major Projects Proposed to be Completed Prior to 2010 

and Added to Traffic Model 

 

¶ Broadway signal coordination  

¶ Pancheri Bridge 

¶ Skyline Drive/Pancheri Drive intersection 

¶ Hitt Road/1st Street turn bays 

¶ Hitt Road/John Adams Parkway turn bays 

¶ Woodruff Avenue/17th Street right turn bay 

¶ Woodruff Avenue widening to US 26 

¶ St. Clair/17th Street right turn bays 

¶ Skyline Drive/Grandview right turn bay 

¶ Hitt Road/Iona Road roundabout 

¶ Old Butte extension to 33
rd
 South 

 

SOURCE: Appendix C, page 66, 2025 Long Range Transportation Plan, June, 2005, BMPO 

 

Map 12 shows the transportation projects identified by the BMPO in the 2025 Long Range 

Transportation Plan 

 

As part of the 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan currently being developed, the BMPO has expanded 
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the number of functional classifications.  The plan is based on ideas from city and county engineers, 

planners, and other members of the BMPOôs Technical Advisory Committee.  Map 13 shows the 2035 

BMPA Master Roadway Plan.  In addition to the classifications currently listed in the Cityôs 

Comprehensive Plan, the BMPO plan includes principal and minor rural collectors.  The City may 

consider adopting this map or portions of it for the Comprehensive Plan so the two plans will coordinate 

with each other.   
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 Map 9 
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Map 10 
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 Map 11 
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 Map 12 


