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STATE:

Idaho

COUNTY!

Bonneville

ey

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY DATE

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections)

1. NAME =

Y} JYNE F*.'?C-'/_ .

C OMMON:;

Eagle Rock Ferry

T4000 734

AND/OR HISTORIC:

(2. LOCATION.

STREET AND NUMBER:

o Section 12, T3N, R37E

ciTYy OR TOWN:

COMNGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

District #2

STATE cODE |COUNTY!

16

Idaho

Bonneville

CODE

019

[3. CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY
(Check One)

OWNERSHIP

STATUS

ACCESSIBLE
TO THE PUBLIC

Public
[] Private
- Both

Public Acguisition:
[ !n Process
[ Being Considerad

u:l District ) Building
R Site [ Structure
[) Object

[ Oceupied
™ Unoccupied

in

.| Pras.ﬁvmiun work

rogress

Yes:
[[] Restricted

X Unrestricted
[ Ne

PRESENT USE (Check One or More aa Appropriate)

X] Transpertetion

D Comments

[ Agricultural ] Park
[) Commercial
[() Educational

[} Entertainment

] Government
[ Industrial
[ Military
(] Museum

[] Private Residence
[ Religious

(] Other (Specity)

[0] Scientifie

[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S NAME:

State of Idaho

STREET AND MUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:
Boise

STATE:

Idaho

CODF

16

[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

oyepl

-3LlVv.lS

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:
Bonneville County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Idaho Falls

STATE

Idaho

CODE

16

311 1A2UUO(

TALNNQD

[6.  REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:
Idaho State Historic Preservation Plan

DATE oF SuRvEY: L1972 [) Federal

'ﬂ State

] County

[J Lecal

DEPOSITORY FOR SURYEY RECORDS:

Idaho State Historical Society

STREET AND NUMBER:

610 North Julia Davis Drive

CITY OR TOWN:
Boise

STATE:

Idaho

CODE

HIEWNAN AHLNI

ATINO 38N SdN ¥043

16
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[7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)

) Excellent X Goeod [ Fair [[J Deteriorated [J Ruins ] Unexposed
rCh-:_k_C-lnej " ¢ (Check One)

[ Altered X Unalterad [0 Moved @ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND GRIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APFPEARANCE

CONDITION

Eagle Rock is a lava rock jutting out of the Snake River. The ferry
site originally was in arid countrye.

Eagle Rock, located a short distance below the ferry, still projects ;:??
out of the river and has not changed much over the years. Irrigated kit
farming has come to the valley adjacent to the ferry, but otherwise i
the site has not changed too much in appearance since the time the
ferry was replaced by Taylor's Bridge at Idaho Falls. Because it was
a ferry, the site is in the river.
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_+ [B.SIGNIFICANCE 4

INSTRUCTIONS

S EE

PERIOD (Check One or More an Approprlate)

O Pra-Columbian | [J 16th Century ' () 18th Century [C] 20th Century
D 15th Century [J 17th Century @ 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1863-1865

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or Maore an Appropriate)

Abor iginal [ Education (] Political [[J Urban Planning
[ Prehistoric (0 Engineering (] Religion/Phi- [ Other (Specity)
[ Histerie ] Indusiry losophy

[ Agriculture [] Inventien [] Science

[ Architacture [} Lendscape [ Seulpture

0 A Architecture [0} Secial/Human-

D Coemmarce [0 Liveroture irarian

[0 Communications [ Military [ Theater

[ Conservation [ Music K] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

During the gold rush to Bannock and Virginia City, Eagle Rock ferry
offered access from the Oregon Trail and from Salt Lake to these

major new mines. The resulting Montana road was one of the important
routes in the history of the west. In May 1863, Harry Rickard and
William Hickman began the construction of a ferry across the Snake
River a few miles above the present town of Idaho Falls. They hoped

to gain the upper Missouri gold miners' traffic by opening a new and
shorter trail to the Montana gold fields, and they also thought that
they might receive a portion of the westward emigrant traffic. Hickman
was left to complete the ferry while Rickard explored a new route to
Soda Springs on the Oregon Trail. He was successful and soon returned
with three wagon trains that he had induced to try his new route.

Two of the trains were emigrants while the other was freighters. James
Stuart, a well-known Montana pioneer, came along as a guide. The
group arrived at the ferry on June 18, 1863. The ferry was not yet
completed, however, and the initial crossing was delayed until June 20
when over 200 persons crossed on the new ferry.

In the summer of 1864, James Madison Taylor came through building

stage stations for Ben Holladay's Overland Stage Line, a branch of which
ran from Salt Lake City to Virginia City, Montana. He located a
station at the Eagle Rock Ferry, which he purchased from Rickard and
Hickman. At this point, Taylor joined with Edgar M. Morgan and William
F. Bartlett to form the Oneida Road, Bridge, and Ferry Company. They
were granted a bridge and ferry franchise by a legislative act of
December 10, 1864.

The next summer, J. Matt Taylor constructed a bridge over the Snake

River at Idaho Falls, as authorized by his legislative franchise. The
bridge was always known as Eagle Rock Bridge, named after the ferry it
had replaced. Toll rates on the bridge were the same as on the ferry.

Although it was soon replaced by Taylor's Bridge, the Eagle Rock Ferry
was the key to the early success of emigrant and freight traffic on
this route to the Montana gold fields from Soda Springs. It also aided
the growth of the town of Eagle Rock which later became Idaho Falls,
now Idaho's third largest city and an important nucleus of a large
irrigated farming area.
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[9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

|

Reference Series #71, Idaho State Historical Society,

January, 1972.

[10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROU&’R‘F!J

LATITUNE ANT L.nmsn":;[-r_ COORDINATES
DEFINING THe LENTER POINI OF A PAOPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORMER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
we [&3° 36 29 | 192° 037 35+ A : o L -
NE &3 367 29T 112t G937 2t
SE 63 % 36 02 1112° 43 a2
SW A3 ®. 38 Y 0[O72" 1328 MR e

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

39.15 acres

JLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPFING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: "CoDE | counTy CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: i CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY!: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

1. FORM PREFARED BY

HAME AMND TITLE:

Merle Wells, Director

ORGANIZATION

Idaho State Historical Society

DATE

24 Feb. 1972

[STREET AND NUMBER:

610 North Julia Davis Drive

CITY OR TOWN:

Boise

STATE

CODE

Idaho

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designaled State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [] state KX Local [

Name

Title State Historic Preservation
Officer

Date 22 January 1974

~ PRSP

1 hereby certifly that this property is included in the
Netional Register,

Director, Oflice of Archeology and Hisloric Preaervation

Cte

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Regdister

Date

T
% U.5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729=-147/1442 3=
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: UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ETATE I
e /] NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Idaho
; NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES A
' PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) SR e
Z PONAMETT o SR B e SRR {aald .
o SRR Eagle Rock Ferry AN
—_— AND/OR HISTORIC! . “ e / R :
- BoEKTON S i i NECENE XN -
’STRE!T &ND NUM'EH i
O i
Lt Section 12, T3N, R37E r&:{ JUs 12 1972 -
CITY OR TOWH: NATI /Zi? P
2 \:/\ NATIONAL ‘
- [ CODE |COUNTY: ey copE 2
o Idaho e 019
= B PHOTOREFERENCE 7\ = i ' i e i I i e ll_l-/ oo
= Proto creor:  Idaho State Historical Society A
DATE OF pHoTo; 1972 :'-; :
- [{EeATIVE FILEO AT 1daho State Historical Society £
(T} — — = pov
w4 IDENTIFICATION e ' -
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. L’
Looking west onto Eagle Rock E
| &
a
e — - e




- Form No. 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
5 Rev, 7-72

v

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Idaho
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES i
Bonneville
PROPERTY MAP FORM . FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) . e

Z [l NAME. 0 T

0

COMMON: Eagle Rock Ferry

-~
—

.

AMD/OR HISTORIC:

b ELOCATIONG T e Jot:

STREET AND NUM BER!

Section 12, T3N, R37E

CITY OR TOWHN:

STATE: copg |COUNTY: CODE

Idaho 49 Bonneville 019

INSTRUC

SOURCE:!

U.S.G.5. - Idaho Falls North Quadrangle

SCALE: 1:2&,000

DATE: 1948

{4, REQUIREMENTS

$ 2 E

at

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude ond longitude reference.
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"PULASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE PROPERTY IS RESUBMITTED.  DATE: \Ww- b 12722

'NAME OF PROPERTY & 3 Q. o enny

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being raturned to your
office for clarification of the information 1ndicated below.

1, Name.

—m

2. Location.

3, Classification. _ ( EZiéybmgl ;,t;.‘ ruannole CA4L¢£L;];

N

4. Owner of Property.

5. Location of Legal Description.

—

6. Representation in Existing Surveys. | %

J 8. Statemenp of Signjificance.
_usoul

S ale #e4l

7. Description.

9. Bibliography.

e ———

10. Geographical Data.
a. Longitude'and Latitude Coordinates:

b. Acreage...

11. Form Prepared By.

12. Certification.

Photographic Coverage.

_____ Map Coverage.

X‘f“ﬁ'ﬁ*ﬂfé—j A W’//"f‘%"‘fﬁfﬁ, RS

e ulr e mes/Ix

i Clar fication or correction of the above items must be made prior to the: initiation
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not
necessarily insure that the nomination will then satisfy National Register criteria

in full.

Thank you for your attention to the above items checked. ///,

SIGNED: C\éﬁy
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