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elcome to the Idaho Falls

Greenbelt...a spectacular way to see
and explore the things that makes Idaho
Falls unique.

Covering 5 miles on both sides of the
Snake River it is a joint project of the
City and its residents spearheaded by the
Idaho Falls Rotary Club whose annual
Great Snake River Duck Race provides
additional funds for expansion and
improvement of the project. We hope you
enjoy your visit to the Greenbelt and will
come back soon.

Mayor Jared Fuhriman
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The Falls of Idaho Falls

The Snake River in 1883 was a fearsome
sight for early residents. Baptist
Missionary Rebecca Mitchell described
the river flowing through a “crack in the
earth between solid walls of lava rock.

It dashed upon the rocks, foamed and
roared.”

But, by the mid-Twentieth Century, the
river had been put to work. Dammed and
diverted, it watered land that made Idaho
Falls the hub of an irrigated agricultural
empire.

Power generated by four city-owned
plants is sold to Bonneville Power
Administration and electricity is returned
to the city at reduced rates.

The wild Snake River—epicenter of
the region’s economy and Idaho Falls’
culture—is still spectacularly evident
during high water like spring runoffs.
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Walking the Greenbelt

If Hilda McClure, whose estate created
the flower gardens near the current Red
Lion Hotel, is considered the mother of
the Greenbelt, then former Mayor Tom
Campbell, who began the expansion of the
greenbelt as part of a Centennial project in
1976, can be called its father.

On almost any given day rain, snow,

or shine, visitors and residents take
advantage of the trails. Easy access from
adjacent roads and streets, park benches,
picnic tables, restrooms and drinking
fountains make it a favorite place to go--
be it for an hour or all day.

The paved paths on both sides of the river
give visitors access to the crown jewel in
the city’s park system.
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