
 

 

MARCH 25, 1976 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 The City Council of the City of Idaho Falls met in recessed Regular Meeting, 
Thursday, March 25th, 1976, at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers in Idaho Falls, Idaho.  
There were present at said meeting, Mayor S. Eddie Pedersen, Councilmen Paul Hovey, Tom 
Campbell, Jim Freeman, Mel Erickson, Ralph Wood, and Gil Karst.  Also present:  Roy C. 
Barnes, City Clerk; Arthur Smith, City Attorney, and all other available Division Heads. 

 Minutes of the last recessed Regular Meeting, held March 11th, 1976, were read 
and approved. 

 The Mayor acknowledged Government classes in the Council Chambers from 
both Idaho Falls and Skyline High Schools.  He thanked these groups for their presence and 
their interest in local government. 

 The Mayor announced that this was the time and the place, as legally 
advertised, for a public hearing for consideration of the proposed annual budget and annual 
appropriation ordinance for the fiscal year 1976, pursuant to the provisions of Sections 50-
1002 and 50-1003 of the Idaho Code.  The Mayor first introduced John Evans, City 
Controller, to those present, explaining that it was primarily his duty and responsibility, 
working with all Division Heads and the full Council, complex and involved as it might be, to 
accumulate realistic figures of both proposed revenues and expenditures on a balanced basis 
for Council consideration this night.  The Mayor commended the Controller for his untiring 
and capable efforts toward this objective.  The Mayor then invited Councilman Karst, as 
Chairman of the Council’s Fiscal Committee, to conduct this hearing. 

 By use of slides flashed on a screen, Karst, referring first to proposed revenues, 
pointed out that, in the broadest sense, revenues were expected 48% from utilities, 17% from 
taxes, 13% from Federal and State grants, 10% directly from the State and County, 11% from 
local services, 1% from surplus.  He said that, rather than raise taxes, inflation pressures 
were met in surplus carry-over and substantial paring of expenditures.  He said that, even 
though taxes were not raised, there was some anticipated increase from that source in the 
amount of approximately $120,000.00 due to increased evaluation.  On the chart, a broken 
line within the utility portion was depicted.  Karst explained that this represented 
$1,003,000.00 from Electric revenue which B.P.A. permitted the City to transfer to the 
General Fund.  He said this was a flat figure which had remained unchanged for many years, 
although its purchasing power had constantly eroded.  Karst concluded his remarks relative 
to revenues by saying that all revenues from State and Federal funds, including Community 
Developments, were ear-marked and committed for particular specific services, rather than 
General Fund services. 

 Turning, then, to proposed expenditures, Karst showed a broad percentage 
break-down as follows:  Utilities, 42%; Library, 2%; Administrative and General, 8%; Public 
Safety, 18%; Streets and Public Works, 14%; Community Development, 6%; Cemetery, Parks, 
Golf and Recreation, 8%; Debt Service, 2%.  Explaining proposed expenditures by object, 
Karst broke these down, percentage wise, as follows:  Salaries, 37.87%; Capital Projects, 
34.10%; Materials, Supplies, Expense, 24.27%; Debt, including Revenue Bond Issues, 
3.76%.  Karst explained that the City’s fiscal year was the calendar year, but that this would 
soon change, due to recent legislation, changing the fiscal year to October through 
September.  Karst concluded his remarks by saying that, in accordance with State Law, the 
City was permitted to operate for the first three months under an interim budget but that the 
appropriation ordinance must be enacted and passed for the last nine months of the year 
1976. 

 Asked for comment from the floor, Mr. Tal Worley, 663 East 16th Street, 
appeared briefly to ask how much the City anticipated spending on Intersec utility projects 
during this budget year.  Karst said this figure was not readily available but extended an 
invitation for Mr. Worley to confer with the Controller at a later date for a complete itemized 



 

 

analysis.  Karst reminded Mr. Worley, however, that these projects would be of benefit to that 
entire area; not just the Intersec Complex.  The Mayor also noted that there were  
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undeveloped lands within that area which would be developed within the predictable future 
and that these projects would be of benefit to serve said development at the proper time. 

 Mr. Larry Davis, representing Measurements, Inc., 1680 Foote Drive, appeared 
briefly to ask whether or not this year’s budget provided for the improvement of Foote Drive.  
Karst answered in the negative, adding, however, that it would be maintained as best as 
possible, until such time as it could be improved.  In answer to another question by Mr. 
Davis as to when improvement could be expected, the Mayor said the Airport Industrial Park 
tenants were entitled to this improvement and, hopefully, it would be accomplished next 
year. 

 In the absence of further comment, it was moved by Councilman Karst, second 
by Freeman, that the 1976 budget be adopted and approved as proposed.  Roll call as 
follows:  Ayes, 6; No, none; carried. 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 1450 

 
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ANNUAL 
APPROPRIATIONS OF THE CITY OF SEVERAL 
FUNDS AND PURPOSES DURING THE FISCAL YEAR 
1976, AND PROVIDING THE AMOUNT OF 
PROPERTY TAX APPROPRIATED FOR EACH OF 
SAID FUNDS. 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO. 
 

 SECTION 1. That the revenue of the City of Idaho Falls, for the 
City of Idaho Falls, for the fiscal year 1976, derived from the taxes levied for 
said year, is hereby appropriated to the several funds in the amounts following, 
to-wit: 
 
  General Fund     $2,014,400.00 
  Street Fund             27,100.00 
  Airport Fund             42,700.00 
  Recreation Fund            73,000.00 
  Capital Improvement Fund        114,000.00 
  Library Fund           203,000.00 
  Fire Department Improvement Bond Redemption 
   and Interest Fund           20,000.00 
  Library Bond Fund          154,500.00 
 

 SECTION 2. That the Treasurer of the City of Idaho Falls is 
hereby authorized and directed to apportion all moneys received on account of 
taxes on property within the City of Idaho Falls for the fiscal year 1976, to the 
several funds as appropriated in SECTION 1. of this Ordinance. 
 

 SECTION 3. From the revenues of the water and sewer system of 
the City of Idaho Falls, for the fiscal year 1976, and from money now on hand 
in the Water and Sewer Revenue Fund, there is hereby apportioned to the 
Water and Sewer Revenue Fund for operation, maintenance, repair and 
improvement of said system and for the payment to the Water and Sewer 



 

 

Revenue Bond, Interest and Sinking Fund, and to the Water and Sewer 
Revenue Bond Reserve Fund, the amount of $2,380,000.00. 
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 SECTION 4. From the revenues of the Electric Light System of the 
City of Idaho Falls, for the fiscal year 1976, and from money now on hand in 
the Electric Light Fund, and any unappropriated surplus of the Electric Light 
Fund, there is hereby apportioned to the Electric Light Fund for operation, 
repair and enlargement of said electric light system and transfer to other funds, 
the amount of $5,077,618.00. 
 

 SECTION 5. From the revenues of the Electric Light System of the 
City of Idaho Falls, a transfer is hereby authorized from the Electric Light Fund 
to the General Fund in the amount of $1,012,800.00. 
   

 SECTION 6. From revenues of the Airport Fund of the City of 
Idaho Falls, a transfer is hereby authorized from the Airport Fund to the Airport 
Bond Fund in the amount of $62,000.00. 
 

 SECTION 7. From the revenues of the Capital Improvement Fund 
– Equipment of the City of Idaho Falls, a transfer is hereby authorized from the 
Capital Improvement Fund – Equipment to the General Fund in the amount of 
$106,000.00. 
 

 SECTION 8. From the revenues of the Revenue Sharing Fund of 
the City of Idaho Falls, a transfer is hereby authorized from the Revenue 
Sharing Fund to the General Fund in the amount of $248,000.00. 
 

 SECTION 9. The City Treasurer is hereby ordered and empowered 
to transfer said funds recited in SECTIONS 5, 6, 7, and 8 above, and is hereby 
authorized to make the necessary entries on the books of the City of Idaho 
Falls. 
 

 SECTION 10.   The revenues received from the City’s share of all 
fines, forfeitures and parking ticket receipts imposed by any court of competent 
jurisdiction, or by ordinance, shall be and are hereby apportioned to the 
General Fund. 
 

 SECTION 11.  The revenue received from the library collections 
remitted to the City Treasurer by the Librarian shall be, and are hereby 
apportioned to the Library Fund. 
 

 SECTION 12.  The revenue received from investments of the Local 
Improvement Guarantee Fund remitted to the City Treasurer, shall be, and are 
hereby apportioned to the L.I.D. Guarantee Fund. 
 

 SECTION 13.   The revenue received from investments of the 
Clerk’s Trust Fund, remitted to the City Treasurer, shall be, and are hereby 
apportioned to the General Fund. 

 
 SECTION 14.   The revenue received from investments of the Water 

and Sewer Bond Reserve Fund is apportioned to the Water and Sewer Revenue 
Fund.  
 



 

 

 SECTION 15.  The interest from services of the Fire Department 
shall be apportioned to the General Fund. 
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 SECTION 16.  The revenue from the Municipal Swimming Pool 
and the Municipal Recreation Center are hereby apportioned to the Recreation 
Fund. 
 

 SECTION 17.  The revenue received from the Highway Users Fund, 
State Gasoline Tax, and Road and Bridge Fund, shall be apportioned to the 
Street Fund. 
 

 SECTION 18.   The revenue derived from services of the Municipal 
Airport, shall be apportioned to the Airport Fund. 
 

 SECTION 19.  All revenue in the Capital Improvement Fund, Fire 
Bond Fund, Airport Bond Fund, Library Bond Fund, and Regional Library 
Fund, including all interest earned therein, shall be apportioned to the funds, 
respectively in which it is received or earned for the fiscal year 1976. 
 

 SECTION 20.  From the revenues of the Federal Revenue Sharing 
to the City of Idaho Falls, for the fiscal year 1976, and from money now on hand 
in the Revenue Sharing Fund, and any unappropriated surplus of the Revenue 
Sharing Fund, there is hereby apportioned to the Revenue Sharing Fund and 
transfer to other funds, the amount of $396,000.00. 
 

 SECTION 21.  From the revenues of the Community Development 
Block Grant Program to the City of Idaho Falls, for the fiscal year 1976, and 
from money now on hand in the Community Development Fund, there is hereby 
apportioned to the Community Development fund the amount of $825,000.00. 
 

 SECTION 22.   The revenues of the City of Idaho Falls, for the fiscal 
year 1976, derived from all sources of every kind, except as heretofore provided, 
and any unappropriated surplus of the General Fund are hereby apportioned to 
the General Fund. 
 

 SECTION 23.   The revenues for fiscal year 1976, in the General 
Fund and money now on hand in the General Fund, there is hereby 
appropriated the amount of $5,985,800.00 for the fiscal year 1976 operations 
authorized for the General Fund. 
 

 SECTION 24.  From revenues for the fiscal year 1976, in the Street 
Fund, and money now on hand in the Street Fund, there is hereby apportioned 
the amount of $981,059.00 for the fiscal year 1976 operations authorized for 
the Street Fund.  
 

 SECTION 25.   From revenues for the fiscal year 1976, in the 
Airport Fund and money now on hand in the Airport Fund, there is hereby 
appropriated the amount of $264,300.00 for fiscal year 1976 operations 
authorized for the Airport Fund. 
 

 SECTION 26.  From revenues for fiscal year 1976, in the 
Recreation Fund and money now on hand in the Recreation Fund, there is 



 

 

hereby appropriated the amount of $120,217.00 for the fiscal year 1976 
operations authorized for the Recreation Fund. 
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 SECTION 27.  From revenues for fiscal year 1976, in the Water 
and Sewer Revenue Fund and money now on had in the Water and Sewer 
Revenue Fund, there is hereby appropriated $2,380,000.00 for the fiscal year 
1976 operations authorized for the Water and Sewer Revenue Fund. 
 

 SECTION 28.   From revenues for fiscal year 1976, in the Electric 
Light Fund and money now on hand in the Electric Light Fund, there is hereby 
appropriated $4,064,818.00 for the fiscal year 1976 operations authorized for 
the Electric Light Fund. 
 

 SECTION 29.  From revenues for fiscal year 1976 in the Library 
Fund and money now on hand in the Library Fund, there is hereby 
appropriated the amount of $253,114.00 for fiscal year 1976 operations 
authorized for the Library  Fund. 
 

 SECTION 30.   From revenues for fiscal year 1976, in the Eastern 
Idaho Library Region Fund and money now on hand in the Eastern Idaho 
Library Region Fund, there is hereby appropriated the amount of $87,000.00 
for the fiscal year 1976 operations authorized for the Eastern Idaho Regional 
Library Fund. 
 

 SECTION 31.   From revenues for fiscal year 1976, in the Fire 
Department Improvement Bond Redemption and Interest Fund and money now 
on hand in the Fire Department Improvement Fund Redemption and Interest 
Fund, there is hereby appropriated the amount of $40,100.00 for the payment 
of bonds and interest due in fiscal year 1976. 
 

 SECTION 32.   From revenues for fiscal year 1976, in the Capital 
Improvement Fund and money now on hand in the Capital Improvement Fund, 
there is hereby appropriated the amount of $127,500.00 for construction of 
projects authorized for fiscal year 1976 and for the transfer set forth in 
SECTION 7 above. 
 

 SECTION 33.  From revenues for fiscal year 1976, in the Airport 
Bond Redemption and Interest Fund and money now on hand in the Airport 
Bond Redemption and Interest Fund there is hereby appropriated the amount 
of $54,700.00 for payment of bonds and interest due in fiscal year 1976. 
 

 SECTION 34.  From revenues for fiscal year 1976, in the Library 
Bond Fund and money now on hand in the Library Bond Fund there is hereby 
appropriated the amount of $166,000.00 for the payment of bonds and interest 
due in the fiscal year 1976. 
 

 PASSED BY THE COUNCIL, the 25th day of March, 1976 and 
referred to the Mayor for his approval. 
  

 APPROVED by the Mayor this 25th day of March, 1976. 
 
        s/ S. Eddie Pedersen 
                  Mayor 



 

 

ATTEST:  s/ Roy C. Barnes 
           City Clerk 
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The foregoing Ordinance was presented in title.  It was moved by Councilman Karst, 
seconded by Freeman, that the provisions of Section 50-902 of the Idaho Code requiring all 
ordinances to be fully and distinctly read on three several days be dispensed with.  The 
question being “SHALL THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 50-902 OF THE IDAHO CODE 
REQUIRING ALL ORDINANCES TO BE READ ON THREE SEVERAL DAYS BE DISPENSED 
WITH?”  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 6; No, none; carried.  The majority of all members of the 
Council present having voted in the affirmative, the Mayor declared the rule dispensed with 
and ordered the Ordinance placed before the Council for final consideration, the question 
being “SHALL THE ORDINANCE PASS?”  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 6; No, none; carried. 

 Mr. Keith Douglas, property owner and lessee of the Superior Auto Safety 
Clinic, 225 Eagle Rock Street, appeared before the Council, objecting to the reported plan to 
close Eagle Rock Street, which, he noted, provided access to the side of the above-mentioned 
building.  Councilman Karst reminded by Douglas that, if said street were closed, one half or 
17-1/2 feet would be deeded to him.  Douglas said that would not be of sufficient width to be 
of any benefit.  He said he had been approached to acquire property but felt it wasn’t right to 
be forced into the position of having to reacquire access to his own property.  Karst said the 
Urban Renewal Plan did call for closure of Eagle Rock Street.  With concurrence from the 
Mayor, the City Attorney registered an opinion to the effect that Mr. Douglas, working with 
the City and the Community Redevelopment Commission, should get together and work out 
an equitable solution to this problem. 

 Mr. John Griffith of the Aerojet Nuclear Corporation appeared before the 
Council, drawing attention to the fact that the organization he represented had occupied the 
old depot building on 25th Street and that the access street, due to excessive traffic, was 
becoming almost untravelable due to lack of maintenance.  The Mayor assured Mr. Griffith 
that the problem would be given well deserved attention. 

 License applications for GROCERY STORE (MOBILE), Tony R. Brog for Brog’s 
Original Cheese; RESTAURANT, Hudson Café, Tam’s Frostop Drive-In, Sky Vu Theatre, Inc., 
Chris’s Burnt Offering; ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR, Mark Robertson with Mark Robertson 
Electrical, Hal D. Merkley with Merkley Electric, Ramon Curtis with Curtis Electric; 
JOURNEYMAN ELECTRICIAN, Hal D. Merkley, Ramon Curtis; APPRENTICE ELECTRICIAN, 
Ed Eames with Falls Electric, Ronald Gibson with Snouffer Electric, Steve Hill with Edwards 
Electric, Scott Curtis with Curtis Electric, Rick C. Benson with L. B. Electric; JOURNEYMAN 
PLUMBER, Jay F. Pincock; APPRENTICE PLUMBER, Neil Jeffs with Rigby Plumbing and 
Heating; CLASS C JOURNEYMAN, GAS FITTING AND WARM AIR, Lyle Charlesworth; 
THEATRE, Sky Vu Theatre, Inc.; BOWLING, Clifford Kirkendall for Bowl-Ero; SECOND HAND 
STORE, Dean  Seedall for Dean’s Antiques and Second Hand Store; TAXI CAB DRIVERS, 
Dean Williams, Raoul Demers; BARTENDER, Robert J. Benson, Carol E. Garretts, Suzanne 
Wilson, Si Jaramillo, Chris E. Nielsen; BEER (TRANSFER ONLY) from Rodrick Fisher to Chris 
Nielsen for Burnt Offering; LIQUOR from Rodrick Fisher to Chris Nielsen for Burnt Offering 
were presented.  It was  moved by Councilman Erickson, seconded by Karst, that these 
licenses be granted, subject to the approval of the appropriate Division Director, where 
required. Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 6; No, none; carried. 

 Presented by the City Clerk were these damage claims as prepared by the legal 
firm of Peterson, Moss and Olsen: 

 
Mr. Roy Barnes 
City Clerk 
City of Idaho Falls 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 
 



 

 

Dear Mr. Barnes: 
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On behalf of Frank G. Williams and pursuant to the Idaho Tort Claims Act, we 
herewith file this claim with the City of Idaho Falls for the personal injuries of 
Mr. Williams resulting from the train-car accident at the South Capital crossing 
of the railroad just south of Broadway in the City of Idaho Falls.  The accident 
occurred approximately 6:00 p.m. on January 19, 1976, and resulted in 
injuries involving cuts and bruises and muscular strain, the full extent of which 
has not been determined at this time. 
 
The estimated amount of the claim would be $10,000.00 for loss of wages, 
medical and other expenses.   The actual residence of the claimant at this time 
is:  410 West 21st Street, Idaho Falls, Idaho.  Prior to his living at this address, 
he was residing in Salt Lake City, Utah. 
 
The primary basis for this claim against the City, which claim is also being 
made against the railroad company, is the failure to post signs, signal devices 
and otherwise designate and mark the area as a railroad crossing. 
 
Dated this 12th day of March, 1976. 
 
        s/ Frank E. Williams 
        Claimant 
 
Mr. Roy Barnes 
City Clerk 
City of Idaho Falls 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 
 
Dear Mr. Barnes: 
 
On behalf of Mrs. Paula Williams and her children, Tiffany and Kamee Williams, 
ages 3 and 5 months, respectively, the widow and children of George R. 
Williams and pursuant to the Idaho Tort Claims Act, we herewith file this claim 
with the City of Idaho Falls, for the personal injuries and death of Mr. Williams 
resulting from the train-car accident at the South Capital crossing of the 
railroad just south of Broadway in the City of Idaho Falls.  The accident 
occurred approximately 6:00 p.m. on January 19, 1976, and resulted in 
injuries which resulted, about two weeks later, in the death of Mr. Williams. 
 
The names of the persons involved in the claim are those identified above.  The 
estimated amount of the claim would be $750,000.00 for the loss of the life of 
this young husband and father, plus medical and funeral specials 
approximately $13,000.00. 
 
The actual residence of the claimants at this time is:  410 West 21st Street, 
Idaho Falls, Idaho.  Prior to her living at this address, she was residing in Cody, 
Wyoming. 
 
The primary basis for this claim against the City, which claim is also being 
made against the Railroad Company, is the failure to post signs, signal devices 
and otherwise designate and mark the area as a railroad crossing. 
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Dated this 12th day of March, 1976. 
 
        s/ Paula M. Williams 
        Claimant and Mother of  
        the 2 Minor Claimants 

 
It was noted that, in the interests of time, these had been forwarded to the City’s liability 
insurance carrier on March 16th, without formal Council approval.  It was moved by 
Councilman Karst, seconded by Freeman, that this action be duly ratified.  Roll call as 
follows:  Ayes, 6; No, none; carried. 

 From the City Treasurer came this memo: 
 

         City of Idaho Falls 
         March 25, 1976 
 

TO:  Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Lorna Coughlin 
SUBJECT: OFFER OF PURCHASE ON LID QUIET TITLE PROPERTY 
 
Attached are two offers for purchase of Lots 1-3 incl., Block 34, Highland Park.  
The City has quiet title on this land and it can be sold.  The City needs 
$1,915.83 to cover the assessments, accrued interest and taxes paid on this 
property. 
 
What is your pleasure? 
 
        s/ Lorna Coughlin 
        City Treasurer 

 
Attached to the foregoing memo were these two written offers on Lots 1, 2 and 3, Block 34, 
Highland Park Addition: 
 

         March 22, 1976 
 

Gentlemen, 
 
I would like to submit an offer of $1,400.00 on Lots 1, 2 & 3 of Block 34 in the 
Highland Park area. 
 
        Thank you, 
        s/ Arlo Billman 
 
        March 25, 1976 
 
City Council 
City of Idaho Falls 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 
 
Gentlemen: 
 



 

 

This letter is to express my interest in purchasing Lots 1, 2, & 3 of Block 34 of 
the Highland Park Addition of Idaho Falls, Idaho. 
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I herein submit to you a firm offer of $1,916.00 for the above parcel of land.  
Payment shall be made upon written notification of your approval of this offer. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
        Cordially, 
        s/ James L. Lortz 
 

It was moved by Councilman Karst, seconded by Freeman, that the James Lortz offer be 
accepted for the property as described and the Mayor and City Clerk be authorized to sign 
the deed in Mr. Lortz’s favor, when prepared.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 6; No, none; carried. 

 This memo from the General Services Director was presented: 
 

         City of Idaho Falls 
         March 23, 1976 
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Chad Stanger 
SUBJECT: PERMISSION TO ADVERTISE FOR SANDY DOWNS BLEACHER 

MATERIAL 
 
The General Services Division respectfully requests permission to advertise for 
bids for material to rebuild the bleachers at Sand Creek Rodeo Grounds. 
 
        Thank you! 
        s/ Chad Stanger 

 
Reference is made to Page 299 in this book of minutes and, more specifically, a letter from 
the Pioneer Day Committee, offering their services by assisting in the replacement of wood 
planking on the Sandy Downs bleachers.  Councilman Freeman drew attention to said letter 
and asked that said offer be taken into consideration at the time the bleachers were ready for 
rebuilding.  It was moved by Councilman Hovey, seconded by Freeman, that authorization be 
granted to advertise for bids on the project as described.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 6; No, 
none; carried. 

 By memo, the Director of Aviation presented a two year lease and concession 
agreement time extension renewal in favor of the Falls Cab Company.  It was moved by 
Councilman Hovey, seconded by Wood, that this extension agreement be accepted and the 
Mayor and City Clerk be authorized to sign.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 6; No, none; carried. 

 From the Public Works Director, this memo was submitted: 
 

         City of Idaho Falls 
         March 25, 1976 
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Donald F. Lloyd 
SUBJECT: LINCOLN ROAD WATERLINE EXTENSION 
 
The plans and specifications for a 12-inch water line extension on Lincoln Road 
from the Idaho Canal to Woodruff Avenue are nearly complete.  We are 



 

 

requesting authorization to advertise for bids on this project as soon as 
possible. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 

         s/ Donald F. Lloyd 
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Councilman Campbell noted that this line, when completed, would serve, among other 
locations, the new City-County Fire Station.  It was moved by Councilman Campbell, 
seconded by Karst, that authorization be granted to advertise for bids on this project as soon 
as possible.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 6; No, none; carried. 

 Still another memo from the Public Works Director was presented, to-wit: 
 

        City of Idaho Falls 
        March 25, 1976 
 
ATTENTION:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM:  Donald F. Lloyd, Director 
SUBJECT:  SANITARY SEWER CONTRACT AWARD 
 
On March 16, 1976, we received three bids for the construction of a sanitary 
sewer line through Block 12, Highland Park Addition from Science Center Drive 
to Presto Street and the installation of a lift station on Presto Street.  The bids 
were as follows: 
 
  H-K Contractors, Inc.    $36,770.00 
  Robert V. Burggraf Company   $38,386.00 
  Goodwin Construction Company   $64,853.50 
 
The Engineer’s estimate for the project was $40,898.00.  We have reviewed the 
bids and are recommending award of the Contract to the low bidder, H-K 
Contractors, Inc.  Please authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to formulate the 
contract. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
        s/ Don 

 
It was moved by Councilman Campbell, seconded by Karst, that H-K Contractors be awarded 
the bid on the sewer line through Block 12, Highland Park Addition from Science Center 
Drive to Presto Street and the installation of a lift station on Presto Street in the amount of 
$36,770.00.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 6; No, none; carried. 

 Finally, from the Public Works Director, came this memo: 
 

        City of Idaho Falls 
        March 25, 1976 
 
ATTENTION:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM:  Donald F. Lloyd 
SUBJECT:  LOMAX STREET EXTENSION 
 
In connection with the Lomax Street Extension, we have two contracts for 
purchase of right-of-way and arrangements for the subsequent improvements 
through the two properties of the Calvary Baptist Church, and D. V. Groberg 
property.  These contracts have been signed by the property owners and are 
attached hereto.  We are requesting authorization for the Mayor and City Clerk 
to sign the contracts which have been reviewed by the Public Works Council 
Committee and the City Attorney. 



 

 

 
        Respectfully submitted, 
        s/ Don 
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The Mayor commented, with gratification, to the effect that acquisition of these rights-of-way 
represented ten years of effort and negotiation.  Councilman Campbell explained to those 
present that these contracts, if approved, would provide a large percentage of the necessary 
right-of-way for the Lomax couplet which will eventually permit west bound traffic on First 
Street to enter Lomax east of Wabash Avenue and to proceed on that street to North 
Yellowstone.  It was moved by Councilman Campbell, seconded by Karst, that these right-of-
way contracts be accepted and the Mayor and City Clerk be authorized to sign.  Roll call as 
follows:  Ayes, 6; No, none; carried. 

 Anticipating annexation of the Home Ranch Addition, Division No. 6, a Final 
Plat of that area was presented.  It was moved by Councilman Campbell, seconded by 
Erickson, that this Plat be accepted and the Mayor and City Clerk be authorized to sign.  Roll 
call as follows:  Ayes, 6; No, none; carried. 

 The annexation agreement between the City and the developer of the Home 
Ranch Addition, Division No. 6 was then presented.  It was moved by Councilman Campbell, 
seconded by Erickson, that this agreement be accepted and the Mayor and City Clerk be 
authorized to sign.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 6; No, None; carried. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 1451 
 
AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING CERTAIN LANDS TO 
THE CITY OF IDAHO FALLS; DESCRIBING SAID 
LANDS AND DECLARING SAME A PART OF THE 
CITY OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO (HOME RANCH 
ADDITION, DIVISION NO. 6). 

 
The foregoing Ordinance was presented in title.  It was moved by Councilman Campbell, 
seconded by Erickson, that the provisions of Section 50-902 of the Idaho Code requiring all 
ordinances to be fully and distinctly read on three several days be dispensed with.  The 
question being “SHALL THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 50-902 OF THE IDAHO CODE 
REQUIRING ALL ORDINANCES TO BE READ ON THREE SEVERAL DAYS BE DISPENSED 
WITH?”  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 6; No, none; carried.  The majority of all the members of 
the Council present having voted in the affirmative, the Mayor declared the rule dispensed 
with and ordered the ordinance placed before the Council for final consideration, the 
question being, “SHALL THE ORDINANCE PASS?”  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 6; No, none; 
carried. 

 It was moved by Councilman Campbell, seconded by Erickson, that this newly 
annexed area be initially zoned R-PA and the Building Official be directed to incorporate said 
zoning on the official zoning map, located in his office.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 6; No, 
none; carried. 

 The Electrical Engineer presented this memo through the City Clerk: 
 

         City of Idaho Falls 
         March 24, 1976 
 

TO:  Mayor and City Council 
FROM: G. S. Harrison 
SUBJECT: CUSTOMER PUMPING LOADS 
 
Presently, pumping loads (other than City pumps) are being billed on a T.C. 
(temporary construction) rate.  It does not appear to be a proper rate because 



 

 

there is no demand charge and the customer cost per KWH is extremely low 
(1/2¢/KWH). 
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Since the present Ordinance does not specifically provide for a pumping rate 
schedule, and because our pumping loads are increasing, the Ordinance should 
be amended to include pump loads in an existing schedule.  
 
The Electric Division proposes including pump loads in the present single meter 
commercial rate schedule. 
 
If you agree with this proposal we are requesting that the City Attorney be 
instructed to amend the ordinance to include pumping loads in the single meter 
rate schedule. 
 
        s/ G. S. Harrison 

 
Councilman Wood noted this would not constitute a rate increase nor even a change of rate 
but, instead, by ordinance, placing all pumping loads in the proper rate category.  It was 
moved by Councilman Wood, seconded by Erickson, that the City Attorney be directed to 
prepare an appropriate amendatory ordinance for Council consideration.  Roll call as follows:  
Ayes, 6; No, none; carried. 

 This memo from the Building Administrator was reviewed: 
 

         City of Idaho Falls 
         March 25, 1976 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Rod Gilchrist 
SUBJECT: APPEAL FROM THE DECISION OF THE BOARD OF 

ADJUSTMENT 
 
Attached is a copy of a request for a variance which was originally submitted to 
the Board of Adjustment by the Hartwell Corporation, acting as the agent for 
Donna M. Bowman, the purchaser, for property located at 663 Cleveland.  The 
petitioner is requesting a variance to construct a three-unit apartment house in 
an R-2 zone on a lot having a 69 foot frontage.  The ordinance calls for a 
minimum of 80 foot frontage in this zone.  The subject property exceeds the 
minimum square footage requirement, but is lacking the required frontage. 
 
On the property immediately adjacent to the west, a building permit was 
recently issued to construct a duplex on a lot having insufficient frontage.  On 
the basis of this building permit being issued, the petitioner purchased the 
adjacent property with the intent to construct a triplex.  It was after later 
discussion with staff members that it was determined that a building permit 
could not be issued. 
 
The request for a variance was submitted to the Board of Adjustment and they 
referred it to the Planning Commission for a recommendation.  The City 
Planning Commission discussed it at their March 23rd meeting and took no 
action on it, but did request the staff to conduct further study and return to 



 

 

both the Planning Commission and the Board of Adjustment with a 
recommendation for similar requests that may arise in the future. 
 
This office recommends approval of the request for the following reasons: 



 

 

MARCH 25, 1976 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. Although the subject property is lacking in required frontage, it 
does exceed the total area (square footage) required by the 
ordinance. 

2. This property is situated in an older portion of town where the lots 
are divided into 25-foot widths and the property is developed on 
both sides, prohibiting the petitioner to acquire additional land. 

3. It is my opinion that the 80 foot frontage required is intended 
primarily for newly subdivided land and some provisions must be 
made for the older portions of town where it is difficult, if not 
impossible, to meet the full intent of the ordinance. 

4. I feel that this is a hardship case as described in the zoning 
ordinance and a variance is justified in this instance. 

 
s/ Rod Gilchrist 

 
Councilman Freeman registered concern to this appeal and the extenuating circumstances 
as described.  He said this is a good example as to what happens and what is expected when 
a precedent is set.  He said if this appeal is granted based upon that which took place on the 
adjacent property, a mistake will be compounded.  Councilman Campbell noted that if a 
mistake was made and if a precedent was set, this was done at the time a variance was 
allowed on the adjacent property.  In answer to a question by Freeman as to whether or not 
there is anything unique about this situation that would merit consideration of this appeal, 
Building Administrator Gilchrist said that, in his opinion, worth of merit and consideration is 
the fact that the property does have sufficient square footage; also, there is sufficient side 
yard set back; also, the fact that this property is in a fully developed area consisting of older 
homes and complete compliance with all provisions of the building code is often difficult.  It 
was moved by Councilman Campbell, seconded by Erickson, that this appeal be honored and 
this request for a variance be granted.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 6; No, none; carried. 

 Preparatory to introducing an ordinance that would vacate the west half of 
Lewis Drive, the City Attorney explained that this had been requested by the County at this 
time, inasmuch as the digging operation had started on the jail complex.  Smith continued by 
saying, further, that the ordinance would provide for the north half of said street to be 
vacated in favor of the County and the south half to the City but that it was the City’s 
intention to turn its half, also, over to the County; therefore, there was a deed prepared for 
presentation immediately after passage of this ordinance and said deed would convey both 
the north half and the south half to the County.  With that explanation, then the City 
Attorney proceeded to introduce said vacating ordinance, as follows: 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 1452 

 
AN ORDINANCE VACATING A PORTION OF LOUIS 
DRIVE WITHIN THE CITY OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO, 
AND PARTICULARLY DESCRIBING THE SAME; 
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND 
CITY CLERK OF SAID CITY TO EXECUTE AND 
DELIVER A QUITCLAIM DEED CONVEYING TITLE 
OF SAID PROPERTY TO THE OWNERS OF 
ABUTTING LANDS; PROVIDING WHEN THE 
ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE. 

 



 

 

MARCH 25, 1976 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The foregoing Ordinance was presented in title.  It was moved by Councilman Erickson, 
seconded by Karst, that the provisions of Section 50-902 of the Idaho Code requiring all 
ordinances to be fully and distinctly read on three several days be dispensed with.  The 
question being, “SHALL THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 50-902 OF THE IDAHO CODE 
REQUIRING ALL ORDINANCES TO BE READ ON THREE SEVERAL DAYS BE DISPENSED 
WITH?”  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 6; No, none; carried.  The majority of all the members of 
the Council present having voted in the affirmative, the Mayor declared the rule dispensed 
with and ordered the Ordinance placed before the Council for final consideration the 
question being, “SHALL THE ORDINANCE PASS?”  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 6; No, none; 
carried.  

 The above mentioned deed in favor of the County was then presented.  It was 
moved by Councilman Erickson, seconded by Karst, that this deed be approved and the 
Mayor and City Clerk be authorized to sign.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 6; No, none; carried. 

 This memorandum from the Personnel Director was introduced by Councilman 
Karst:  
 

         City of Idaho Falls 
         March 23, 1976 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor S. Eddie Pedersen 
FROM: Personnel Director 
SUBJECT: STARTING RATES – 1976 W.A.E. AND SUMMER HELP 
 
The following rates are recommended for Mayor and Council approval: 
 

A. Laborers – Any Division 
 

1st year  $2.20/Hr. 
2nd year    2.30/Hr. 
3rd year    2.40/Hr.  
4th year    2.50/Hr. 
 

Note: Assignments with particularly disagreeable working conditions, 
i.e., Sanitation, the supervisor involved may employ at the next 
higher rate with prior Division Director approval. 

 
B. Supervisory and/or married employees. 

 
1. $2.50 - $3.00 per hour to attract those temporary 

employees with good work habits and possessing particular 
job skills. 

 
These recommended rates have the concurrence of the Division Directors of 
Airport, Parks and Recreation and Public Works. 
 
        s/ A. Lee Mundell 
        Personnel Director 

 



 

 

MARCH 25, 1976 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Karst questioned the advisability of endorsing or approving Section B of the foregoing memo, 
particularly that portion that eluded to married employees on the grounds of discrimination.   
The City Attorney concurred.  It was moved by Councilman Karst, seconded by Freeman, 
that Section A only, be approved by the Council and made a part of the Personnel Policy.  
Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 6; No, none; carried. 

 Councilman Campbell drew attention to the fact that a trailer had been illegally 
moved into a location within the Highland Park Addition and a protest had been registered by 
a near-by neighbor.  Asked for comment, Building Administrator Gilchrist reported that the 
owner of said trailer had indicated that he was intending to formally ask for a variance to 
allow said trailer location but this had not materialized.  Gilchrist added that, within the not 
too distant past, there had been two Council denials of other trailer locations in this same 
area.  By general Council concurrence, Gilchrist was authorized to issue a notice of 
correction for the trailer location in question.  

 Councilman Erickson reported that, as a result of a child injury at the sleigh 
hill area within the Pine Crest Golf Course, the City’s liability insurance carrier had advised 
that, effective immediately, sleigh riding on any city owned land had been deleted for liability 
coverage under the liability policy.  Erickson said that, in view of these circumstances and 
until such time as the City could get this type of coverage, this recreational facility must 
cease and be prohibited on City owned property.  In response to a suggestion by City 
Attorney Smith, the City Controller said he would see that this decision by the Liability 
Insurance Carrier be confirmed in writing.  Smith said he objected to this type of picking and 
choosing procedure by the liability carrier, but by the same token, liability premiums, 
nationally, were sky rocketing and there might even be a question as to the City’s future 
ability to get any kind of liability coverage, at least premium rates that would be considered 
something other than prohibitive.  

 Mr. Armel Cates, 965 Westergard, appeared briefly to say that he and his family 
frequented Russell Freeman Park during the winter period to enjoy this type of recreational 
activity and it would be of considerable concern to him if it were prohibited in the future.  
The Councilmembers were in general agreement that this would be a most regrettable 
decision, recognizing the enjoyment derived from this winter sport. 

 There being no further business, it was moved by Councilman Freeman, 
seconded by Wood, that the meeting adjourn at 9:15 P.M., carried. 

 
ATTEST: s/ Roy C. Barnes      s/ S. Eddie Pedersen 

                           City Clerk       Mayor 


	ORDINANCE NO. 1450

