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JUNE 7, 1973 
 

 
 The City Council of the City of Idaho Falls met in a regular meeting, Thursday, June 7, 1973 
at 7:30 P.M. in the Council Chambers at Idaho Falls, Idaho.  There were present at said meeting:  
Mayor S. Eddie Pedersen; Councilmen Gil Karst, Paul Hovey, Norris Gesas, Jim Freeman, and Jack 
Wood.  Absent:  Councilman Melvin Erickson.  Also present:  Roy C. Barnes, City Clerk; Arthur 
Smith, City Attorney; Don Lloyd, Public Works Director; Robert Pollock, Police Chief; Les Corcoran, 
Fire Chief; Steve Harrison, Electrical Engineer. 
 Minutes of the last recessed regular meeting, held May 24th, 1973, were read and approved. 
 The Mayor announced that this was the time and the place, as advertised, for a public 
hearing to consider two rezoning petitions:   The first was explained by this memo: 
 
           Bonn. Council of Gov. 
           P.O. Box 531 
           Idaho Falls, Idaho  83401 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Rod Gilchrist 
SUBJECT: PETITION TO REZONE 
 
Attached is a copy of a rezoning petition submitted by Winston J. Soelberg, requesting the 
rezoning of Lots 30 through 33, Block 10, Capitol Hill Addition be rezoned from R-2 to R-3A.  
Mr. Soelberg currently owns 9 lots situated at the northeast corner of Holmes Avenue and 
May Street.  Five (5) of these lots are now zoned R-3A.  The petitioner is requesting the 
remaining lots be zoned R-3A to permit construction of an apartment house. 
 
The Planning Commission considered this request at their regular meeting in May and 
recommended approval of the request.  It is now being submitted to the Mayor and City 
Council for your consideration and it is recommended that this request be approved. 
 
          s/ Rod Gilchrist 
 

There were no protests.  It was moved by Councilman Wood, seconded by Karst, that this rezoning 
request, from R-2 to R-3A, be granted on the lots as described.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 5; No, 
none; carried. 
 This memo served to introduce the second rezoning request: 
 
           Bonn. Council of Gov. 
           P.O. Box 531 
           Idaho Falls, Idaho 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Rod Gilchrist 
SUBJECT: PETITION TO REZONE 
 



 

 2 

Attached is a copy of a rezoning petition submitted by William Jacobsen requesting a 
rezoning from R-1 to R-3A of the piece of property described by metes and bounds legal 
description.  This  property lies immediately east of  the  KID property  on 17th Street and  
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extends north to 17th Street.  The front portion of this property is now zoned R-3A.  The 
petitioner has asked for the remaining property to the rear to be zoned R-3A. 
 
This petition was considered by the Planning Commission at their regular meeting in May 
and at that time recommended approval of the request.  It is now being submitted to the 
Mayor and City Council for your consideration and it is recommended that this request be 
approved. 
  
          s/ Rod Gilchrist 
 

Councilman Wood advised that, in the opinion of the Building and Zoning Committee, this rezoning 
would be compatible with the area.  There were no protests.  It was moved by Councilman Wood, 
seconded by Karst, that this rezoning, as described, be permitted.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 5; No, 
none; carried. 
 The Mayor declared the zoning hearing concluded and directed the Building Official to 
incorporate the foregoing rezoning on the official zoning map,  located in his office. 
 Attention is drawn to page 378 in this book of minutes and, more specifically, a report by 
Councilman Erickson on the pornography problem within the City.  At that time, the Mayor was 
authorized and directed to send letters to all newsstand vendors and operators of theatres, 
television stations and cable systems, advising of the City’s intention to enforce the obscenity law  
for the State of Idaho within the City limits.  Councilman Wood introduced and presented a 
suggested letter for Council consideration, as follows: 
 
           Office of the Mayor 
           City Hall 
           Idaho Falls, Idaho  
 

RE: OBSCENITY LAW – TO ALL VENDORS AND DISTRIBUTORS OF BOOKS, MAGAZINES 
AND OTHER WRITTEN AND PRINTED MATERIAL, AND TO ALL OPERATORS OF 
MOTION PICTURE THEATRES, TELEVISION STATIONS, AND CABLE SYSTEMS: 

 
At a recent meeting of the City Council it was resolved that the City of Idaho Falls would use 
its best efforts and influence to see that the new Obscenity Law for the State of Idaho is 
enforced within the City limits.  The Idaho Legislature at its 1973 session enacted a new 
statute making the distribution or exhibition of “obscene material”,  a public offense.    For 
definition of “obscene material” your attention is drawn to Title 18, Chapter 41, of the Idaho 
Statutes.  The new law goes into effect July 1, 1973. 
 
This communication is written not to imply that the persons receiving the same have been 
distributing or exhibiting “obscene material”, but only to acquaint them with the intention of 
the City Administration with respect to the subject and to solicit your support. 
 
          Sincerely yours, 
          s/ S. Eddie Pedersen 
          MAYOR 
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Councilman Hovey proposed that a copy of the amended Statute accompany the letter.  This 
suggestion and the letter met with general Council concurrence and agreement. 
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 Recognizing a large crowd assembled in the Council Chambers and recognizing, further, that 
said crowd was present for the purpose of urging action to save Eagle Rock, the Mayor 
acknowledged the Chairman of the “Save Eagle Rock” Committee, Mr. Linden B. Bateman.  The 
Mayor commended the group at large for their interest in this civic venture and, particularly, Mr. 
Bateman for  his interest and enthusiastic determination in this regard.  Before hearing from those 
who wished to be heard, the Mayor asked the City Clerk to present and read aloud these letters of 
endorsement: 
 
           State of Idaho   
           June 5, 1973 
 

Mr. Linden B. Bateman 
Rt. #1, Box 318 
Idaho Falls, Idaho  
 
Dear Mr. Bateman: 
 
Thank you for your letter of May 25th alerting me to the efforts to save Eagle Rock.  I have 
consulted the State Historical   Society and the State American Revolution Bicentennial 
Commission, and find they strongly agree with the need to save this block. 
 
In my opinion. we are in grave danger of losing too many of our historical buildings.   
Whatever final decision is made, if the buildings are torn down now, the decision is 
irrevocable.  I realize that there are economic feasibilities to consider, but these can perhaps 
be worked out.  But only if the buildings are not destroyed now. 
 
Please express to the appropriate authorities that my personal wishes would be to wait, and 
attempt to preserve and restore these evidences of our historical traditions.   
 
          Sincerely, 
          s/ Cecil D. Andrus 

    
           365 Holbrook Drive 
           Idaho Falls, Idaho 
 

Dear Mayor, 
 
I am writing this letter to encourage you and the members of the Urban Renewal Commission 
to consider saving the old buildings and restore the area of Old Eagle Rock.  At a recent 
meeting of the Idaho Falls Art Guild, the members were in agreement, that we must preserve 
some remnants  of our past, before it is lost, as we are the result of our yesterdays.  The 
beauty of the architecture, could be an attraction to the downtown area, by restoration and 
improving the area, to add a nostalgic atmosphere that citizens of our City travel miles to 
experience. 
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          s/ Jan Wilson 
          Pres. of I.F. Art Guild 
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Alice Foster  Pat Barefoot 
Bob Johnson  Goldie Hales 
Beverly MaCauley Alice Duke 
Fred Ochi  Marlene Butzman 
Thella Couch  Marjorie Roemer 
Frances Pfunder Ina Oyler 
LaReine Feltman 
 

          Mayor S. Eddie Pedersen 
          308 C Street 
          Idaho Falls, Idaho 
 
Dear Mayor: 
 
As you are well aware there is presently a movement to preserve the four buildings east of the 
Stewart Hide business, which were part of the original town of Eagle Rock. 
 
The Idaho Falls Jaycees would like to add the name of their organization to the growing list of 
supporters of this project. 
 
We also feel that it is important that a part of our historical heritage be preserved for the 
future. 
 
          Sincerely, 
          s/ Ruland N. Williams 
          Pres. of I.F. Jaycees 
 
          3695 Brookfield Lane 
          Idaho Falls, Idaho 
          April 28, 1973 
 
Mayor Eddie Pedersen 
City Building 
Idaho Falls, Idaho  
 
Dear Mayor Pedersen: 
 
I have been reading with interest the pros and cons concerning the tearing down of the old 
Eagle Rock buildings and would like to add my voice to those who are crying for the 
preservation and restoration of these landmarks. 
 
I remember when I was about five or six years old, my mother was cub scout den mother and 
one of her meetings was devoted to teaching her group of boys some of the history of Idaho 
Falls.  I remember going with the group to the old buildings and hearing a lady named Mrs. 
Johnson tell stories of the early days of our City.  I could almost visualize the old stage coach 
station and the people who worked there.  We also went to Ridge Avenue and saw one of the 
first homes built in Idaho Falls, but this home has already been torn down. 
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It seems so sad to think these remembrances cannot be kept for future generations to enjoy 
as many of us have done.  According to what I have read, the expense of  restoring these 
buildings seems very small compared to the enjoyment they can bring.    If they are restored 
and used as a museum, I think it would add to their colorful display if volunteers dressed in 
the fashions of those early days could be on hand to retell some of the early history of Idaho 
Falls to tourists and visitors to our City. 
 
I also think it is a really great idea to have the museum of Frank and Fred Keefer put on 
display in one of these buildings.  My father has been a friend of these two gentlemen for 
many years and as a youngster I had an opportunity to see their many mounted specimens 
of the wild life of this area.  I think not only tourists but local children would greatly enjoy a 
museum including the years of work by the Keefer brothers. 
 
Sometimes young people are accused of having no appreciation or respect for the relics and 
mementos of our pioneer heritage.  This is not true, for if you talk with us you will find that 
most of us have a real interest in the history of our City. 
 
Please join with us and work to save these landmarks of a past era. 
 
          Yours very truly, 
          Marjean Burtenshaw 
 
          April 27, 1973 
 
Dear Sirs: 
 
Today we have a bit of a problem in our City.  The problem is whether to tear down the old 
buildings on Eagle Rock or let them stand.  I would like to express my feelings to you on this 
matter. 
 
I strongly feel that the buildings on Eagle Rock, or at least some of them, should be left 
standing.  These buildings are more than just old buildings; they are the history of Idaho 
Falls.  They remind us of our heritage and how our grandfathers built the City. 
 
These old buildings could be restored to their natural state.  It would add to our City.  These 
buildings show a work of art.  They were made with skill and care, unlike most of our pre-
fabricated buildings that are going up today.  These buildings represent the days when there 
was no pollution or slums.  They represent a time when life was simple and wholesome.  
These buildings are the foundation stones of our City. 
 
My feelings on whether or not to destroy these buildings is that we should restore them and 
not destroy them.  To destroy these buildings would destroy a work of art that is impossible 
to replace. 
 
          Sincerely, 
          s/ Blake Purcell 
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          June 4, 1973 
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Mayor S. Eddie Pedersen 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
We would like to voice our opinion  concerning the urban renewal of the four original Eagle 
Rock buildings.  We definitely feel that these buildings should be preserved and improved 
and that they would be a great asset to our fair City.  There is so little of our pioneer heritage 
left in Idaho Falls, that we think these buildings could add grace, distinction, and beauty to 
our expanding downtown area. 
 
We have been seriously considering leasing one of the buildings and opening a genuine old 
fashioned ice cream parlor, with all the trimmings.  We feel that we are qualified in this type 
of business to turn a neglected run down ruin into a thriving business and also think this 
could add to turning the area into an interesting, scenic park. 
 
We hate to see the last of the glorious past knocked down and replaced by another parking 
lot when there could be another scenic view, along with our river, to please the eye of the 
travelers. 
 
We hope you will consider our view point and find a way to fit this idea into your urban 
renewal plan. Thank you. 
          Sincerely, 
          s/ Mr. Doug Mander 
          Doug’s Dairyland Kitchen 
 
          Emerson School 
          335 5th Street 
          Idaho Falls, Idaho 
 
Dear Mayor Pedersen: 
 
I have broken my leg and need crutches, but think I am still able to see all of this beautiful 
town.  The part of town that I like best is Eagle Rock, but I have heard that they are going to 
tear down all of the buildings to make room for new ones.  I like progress, but wish that you 
would save four or five of the old buildings.  I think that it would be very educational for my 
children and grandchildren to see how life was long ago.   
 
We are the only town of our size to have no museum.  We could make a museum out of one 
of the old buildings.  I am sure that a lot of people would be glad to donate old antiques of 
Idaho’s past. 
 
Our class is studying Idaho history and I am also sure that quite a few other classes are too, 
and I am also sure that they as well as I would like you to keep four or five of the old 
buildings in Eagle Rock and make a museum out of one. 
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          Your admirer, 
          s/ Beth Odekrik 
          4th Grade Student 
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Dear Mayor Pedersen: 
 
We are writing on behalf of Emerson School regarding the four buildings in the Eagle Rock 
section of our City.  We love our City and we are proud of it.  It would be nice if we could go 
down and see how our City used to look.  It would remind us of our rich heritage.  If we 
preserved those buildings we could build a museum and it would be just like the old days.  
Our forth grade studies Idaho history and if we want to see how it looked in the old days, we 
have to go to Pocatello or Blackfoot to see a museum.  If we had one here we wouldn’t have to 
pay to travel so far.  We hope you can help us. 
 
          Yours truly, 
          Emerson Fourth Grade 
 

 Mr. Linden Bateman, Route #1, Idaho Falls, then appeared before the Council pointing out 
that his committee was particularly concerned about preserving four old buildings at 331 through 
381 Eagle Rock Street and that these were otherwise destined to be demolished under the next 
demolition phase of the urban renewal program.  Admittedly, said Bateman, these buildings were 
presently run down and unsightly but he presented a visual aid, prepared by an artist, depicting 
one of the buildings as it would supposedly look after being cleaned up and its historical 
architecture restored. 
 Mr. Bateman introduced Dr. Merle Wells, President of the Idaho State Historical Society.  Dr. 
Wells said he was approached to initiate this preservation action in 1969.  He said the buildings in 
question had been viewed by an architectural historian who had proclaimed them as being worthy 
of and the type that would lend themselves to preserving the local historical heritage.  He said these 
buildings, when constructed, were a work of art and that this quality is lacking in  modern 
construction.  Dr. Wells said preservation of old buildings was being accomplished all over the 
country and that in many instances, they became the nucleus and the hub of a thriving  sightseeing 
complex.  Dr. Wells said such a complex would blend in nicely with urban renewal and that, upon 
its completion, there would be provided an interesting contrast between the old and the new, and 
that these buildings would serve as a moment to the past.  In answer to a question by Councilman 
Wood, Dr. Wells said he would not recommend that these buildings ever be dismantled and moved,  
He said their present location played a large part in their historical significance. In answer to a 
question by Councilman Hovey, Dr. Wells said that their continued existence could best be financed 
by occupancy with a type of business that would best lend itself to the surroundings such as an 
antique Shop, a restaurant, a specialty shop or a museum.  In answer to a question by Councilman 
Wood, Dr. Well said that private financing, if it could be arranged, has proven more successful than 
a tax supported operation. 
 Mr. Joe Marker, 130 East 18th Street, then appeared before the Council at the invitation of 
Mr. Bateman.  Mr. Marker’s purpose in appearing was to render a historical report of the area in 
question.   He prefaced said report by saying that the value in preserving buildings of this nature 
was to link yesterday with tomorrow.  Mr. Marker pointed out that the Eagle Rock area first became 
inhabited by miners and trappers moving north and that a log bridge had been built across the river 
at this point by a Mr. Taylor to replace a ferry that started operation in 1864 a few miles north.  He 
said the abutments to said bridge were still standing.  Mr. Marker said this City has been known by 
three names; Taylor Bridge,  Eagle Rock and Idaho Falls, and it was known as Eagle Rock when 
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Anderson Brothers started the first business on Front Street, later to be changed in name to Eagle 
Rock Street.  He said more residents were soon attracted because the railroad built a depot in this 
general area.  Mr. Marker said it was in 1891 that land promoters saw growth possibilities of the  
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area, particularly because of the fertile land and the accessibility of water.  He drew attention to the 
fact that the Keefer Brothers helped their father construct the retaining wall in the river, thus  
creating the falls.  Mr. Marker then gave a historical review of the population growth beginning with 
1300 in 1900. 
 Mr. Bateman then reappeared and drew attention to the general community interest in 
saving Eagle Rock by listing the endorsements which had been received including the Daughters of 
the American Revolution, most of the area school principals, the J.C.’s, the American Society of 
University Women, the Bicentennial Commission, the League of Women Voters, the Citizens’ 
Community  Center, the Art Guild, the Federation of Independent Artists, the Bonneville Art Group 
and the Idaho Environmental Council.  He said these endorsements had been augmented by 
multitudinous individual petition signers and an overwhelming favorable response to a public 
opinion poll.    He said artists and architects, professionally, seem most enthused.   
 Mr. Bateman then introduced Mr. Ron Thurber, architect from Boise, Idaho who reminded 
the Mayor and City Council that the structures within Idaho Falls which are being removed by the 
urban renewal project is not unique in this City.  He said any substantial growth in any 
metropolitan city has an inner core that eventually becomes a blight area which must eventually be 
removed or restored.  He said, contrary to the theory of some planners who feel that future planning 
should start from a blank sheet so to speak, a combination of the new and the old provides a good 
balance for community fiber.  He said it takes more than modern shopping centers to properly plan 
a redevelopment of this nature as it should be geared to all the people within the community.  
Referring specifically to the four buildings in question, Mr. Thurber said they were masonry-type 
construction and could be remodeled without major expense and then be conducive locations for 
specialty shops as mentioned by Dr. Wells.  He advised that they should be placed on the National 
Historic register so that Federal Funds would eventually be made available on a matching fund 
basis. 
 Dr. Wells interceded, briefly, to say that he had already nominated the buildings for 
registration through this agency.  Continuing, Mr. Thurber said he would recommend facade 
architecture which is not too expensive.  Noting the enthusiastic group in the Council Chambers, he 
said there was potential energy in evidence that should be properly channeled.  He said the 
question should be asked as to what adjustments would be necessary to make the program work. 
 Mr. Bateman reappeared and, quoting from the Urban Renewal master plan, noted there was 
provision in said plan for recognizing the need for historical preservation.  He said if it were done 
correctly and aesthetically, there would be an attractive pedestrian  mall adjacent to the buildings 
and, in his opinion, the prospects were exciting and imaginative.  Mr. Bateman said his group was 
recommending to the Urban Renewal Commission that there be a 90 day stay of execution on 
demolition of the buildings in question during which time a feasibility study could be made.  
Bateman said a corporation had been formed which should be capable of raising private funds for 
renovating.  He said there was also a possibility that outside investors could be interested. 
 The Mayor thanked Mr. Bateman for the entire presentation and the documentary 
information, as submitted, and commended him for his dedicated effort to date on this project. 
 Mr. Charlie Just, Chairman of the Community Redevelopment  Commission, appeared before 
the Council.  He first congratulated Mr. Bateman for his foresight in initiating action toward 
historical reservation of  a portion of the Eagle Rock area. He noted that urban renewal has its own 
problems.  He said that several years have gone by since the urban renewal project was started and 
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the Commission is now concerned about its completion.  He reminded the Council that the City is 
involved, inasmuch as there is an obligation on the residue after the project is closed out and that 
further delay is costly.  Mr. Just continued by saying that he could give reasonable assurance that 
the Community Redevelopment Board would grant a 90 day stay of execution.  Just asked for a 
resolution  from the Mayor and City Council, recommending and endorsing this action. 
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Councilman Karst questioned the advisability of the Council taking this action, in view of the 

relationship between the two agencies and asked the City Attorney for comment.  City Attorney  
Smith concurred with Karst.  He said the Community Redevelopment Commission was a creature of 
statute.  He said that, in the beginning, the City administration determined the blight area and 
created a governing body known as the Community Redevelopment Commission.  Once created, 
continued Smith, the Commission was, by law, delegated certain powers over which the City had no 
jurisdiction except certain police powers.  Smith said, this being the case, the City should not be 
placed in a position of being liable, inasmuch as a 90 day stay of execution might add to the City’s 
obligation.  Smith advised against the City Council submitting a resolution of recommendation to 
the Commission, thus inferring control over said Commission.  Therefore, it was moved by 
Councilman Wood, seconded by Karst, that this matter be referred to the Community 
Redevelopment  Commission for their consideration.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 5; No, none; carried. 
 Mr. Just reappeared briefly to say that a special meeting of the Commission would be called 
and he virtually guaranteed that a 90 day stay of execution would be authorized.  Mr. Bateman 
thanked Mr. Just, the Mayor and City Council and said it was encouraging to know that citizens 
could work with the various governing agencies in this way. 
 Councilman Gesas invited all interested citizens to remain for the balance of the Council 
meeting to learn more of the manner in which City business is conducted. 
 The Mayor declared a short recess to clear the Council Chambers of all those having no 
interest in remaining for the balance of the meeting. 
 After the Mayor reconvened the meeting, Mr. Roy Hall appeared before the Council.  The 
purpose of his appearance was explained by this memo: 
 
           City of Idaho Falls 
           June 7, 1973 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Building Department 
SUBJECT: APPEAL FROM DECISION OF BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
 
Attached is a copy of an application to appear before the Mayor and City Council, submitted 
by Roy D. and Zane Hall.  This application is relative to a decision of the Board regarding a 
request to move an apartment house from 1519 West Broadway to Lot 21 and a portion of 
Lot 20, Block 1, Cambridge Terrace Park. 
 
The original request, submitted April 26, 1973, was denied by the Board.  The petitioners 
resubmitted the request, and on May 10, 1973, the Board recommended approval, subject to 
several conditions being met and the posting of a $5,000 bond to insure completion of the 
required work.  These conditions were felt by the Board to be the minimum which could be 
required to bring the building to code and to some degree to meet the quality and condition of 
buildings existing and under construction in the area.   
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Copies of the minutes of the meeting relative to this matter are attached.  This Department 
concurs with the action of the Board and recommends this appeal be denied. 

 
The foregoing memo referred to certain minimum requirements by the Board of Adjustment and 
posting of a  $5000  bond or cashiers check  as  assurance  for  satisfactory  completion  of  said  
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requirements.  Following then, is a listing of those requirements as dictated by the Board of 
Adjustment: 
 

1. Roof to be graphited and oiled. 
2. Replace all cracked, broken and warped siding.  Replace all cracked, broken or rotten 

window sills.  Replace all double hung windows.  Reset all protruding nails.  Electrical 
and plumbing shall be brought up to code. 

3. Entire exterior to be scraped, sanded and feathered with one coat of primer and two 
coats of good exterior paint, and the interior be repainted. 

4. All repairs and improvements subject to approval of the Board of Adjustment.  It is 
expected that a conscientious effort will be made to bring the appearance to as near a 
new construction standard as possible.  Landscape plan also is a part of the 
requirements. 

 
The Board of Adjustment requires a $5,000.00  bond or a cashier’s check payable to the City 
of Idaho Falls.  With a completion date of October 1, 1973, as assurance for satisfactory 
completion of improvements with the City of Idaho Falls empowered to use any or all of said 
amount to complete improvements as listed in the event of non-compliance. 

 
Mr. Hall protested these requirements, on the grounds that they were too stringent.  He said that, in 
his opinion, it wasn’t necessary to virtually tear a building apart to being it up to code.  Mr. Hall 
also objected to the amount of the bond.  He said that, to his knowledge, this had never before been 
required of anyone moving a building.  Mr. Hall pointed out that, it being an older building, it would 
not be compatible with newer, more modern buildings in the area. Hall said this, in his opinion, was 
not a valid objection.  He said a $65,000 valuation never went out of style and would blend in with 
any surroundings.  He said time was of the essence in resolving this problem, inasmuch as the  
building, raised up on blocks and ready to be moved, was fair prey for thieves who had already 
stolen about $2000 worth of furniture and shrubs from the premises. 
 Referring to the foregoing list, Councilman Wood asked Mr. Hall if he had any objection to 
items No. 1, 3 or 4.  Hall said he did not.  In answer to a second question by Wood, relative to item 
No. 2, Hall said he objected to the requirement for replacing all double hung windows.  Wood said 
he had viewed the structure and some of the windows were in fair to good operating condition.  Hall 
again objected to the stringent bond, especially the wording that would empower the City to use any 
or all of said bond to complete the improvements.  Wood reminded Hall that a $5000 bond wasn’t 
that expensive and that he had agreed this night to make the necessary improvements with the 
exception of some of the windows.  Wood said that, this being the case, he couldn’t understand why 
Hall would be in jeopardy by furnishing the bond.  Hall said he was primarily concerned in the 
event he couldn’t get bonded and that he then would be forced to deposit $5000 in cash.  Wood said 
he felt obliged to concur with the Board of Adjustment on the bond requirement. 
 Mr. Richard Poitevin, Chairman of the Board of Adjustment, appeared before the Council.  
Countering Mr. Hall’s previous statement, he said it was not uncommon for the Board of 
Adjustment to require a bond.  He said that past experience of the Board of Adjustment in the 
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moving of houses has not been good and there are instances  where certain improvements were 
agreed to but never accomplished.  Poitevin said the primary objective of the Board in outlining the 
foregoing requirements was so that there would be every assurance that the house in question, 
when moved, would not be a deterrent to the new neighborhood and would, in fact, be compatible.  
Pertaining to the windows, Poitevin said some were actually nailed shut.  He said if problems of this 
nature weren’t corrected and if the house were resold to someone who would accept it in this 
condition, there was a strong suggestion that further deterioration would follow. 
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 Mr. Zane Hall then appeared before the Council.  Directing his remarks to Mr. Poitevin,  Hall 
said that, initially, the only issue was whether or not the house would be compatible with the new 
neighborhood.  Hall said he took vigorous exception to the attitude of the Board of Adjustment in  
this regard on the grounds that the house had real value and, because it was of colonial 
architectural, this style never became out of date and would blend and be a credit to any 
neighborhood.  Hall continued by saying that he and his brother had already consented and agreed 
that the exterior would be upgraded and that, in his opinion, the Board of Adjustment was 
unreasonable in demanding that interior improvements such as repainting be part of the 
requirements.  Councilman Wood concurred. 
 Mr. Poitevin reappeared briefly to say that the demands of the Board of Adjustment were not 
made until after the on-site inspection and the board then felt an obligation in the interests of those 
who would become the new neighbors, to see that those corrections and improvements be made.  
Poitevin reminded the Council that the zoning ordinance empowered the Board of Adjustment to 
take this type of action and make these kinds of demands.  Poitevin suggested that if, in the opinion 
of the Council, the Board was unreasonable, it might be well to consider amending the ordinance 
and abolishing the Board.  In the absence of further comment, it was moved by Councilman Wood, 
seconded by Karst, that the Board of Adjustment decision be upheld, including the demands for a 
bond, and this appeal be denied except that the Board of Adjustment requirement on the windows 
be amended to require that only the windows in non-operable condition be repaired.  Roll call as 
follows:  Ayes, 5; No, none; carried. 
 Bills for the month of May, 1973, were presented.  The City Clerk was asked to present and 
read aloud all fund totals for salaries, materials, and services, as follows: 
  

 
FUND 

SERVICES & 
MATERIALS 

                   
GROSS PAYROLL TOTAL 

EXPENDITURES 
    
General Fund $59,419.80 $146,183.65 $205,603.45 
Street Fund 142,945.20 11,624.29 154,569.52 
Airport Fund 4,226.39 4,426.29 8,652.68 
Water and Sewer Fund 115,761.82 14,073.76 129,835.58 
Electric Light  Fund 214,953.99 43,694.98 258,648.20 
Fire Fund 11,495.99 55,381.12 66,877.11 
Recreation Fund .00 .00 .00 
Capital Improvement  .00 3,167.38 3,167.38 
    
TOTAL FUNDS $549,689.67 $281,738.36 $831,428.03 

 
Councilman Karst explained all major expenditures.  It was moved by Councilman Karst, seconded 
by Hovey, that the bills be allowed and the Controller be authorized to draw warrants on the 
respective funds for their payment.  Roll call as follows:   Ayes, 5; No, none; carried. 
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 Reports from Division and Department Heads were presented for the month of May, 1973, 
and, there being no questions or objections, were accepted by the Mayor and ordered placed on file 
in the office of the City Clerk.  
 License applications for FIREWORKS, George Besens at Scotty’s Drive-In, Christopher Dahl 
for Kings; RESTAURANT, Ralph Ingram for Ford’s Bar; JOURNEYMAN ELECTRICIAN, Neal Pifer, 
James Michael Bird, Frank C. Hulse; APPRENTICE ELECTRICIAN, Phil Secrist, Michael McNamara; 
PHOTOGRAPHER, Magic Color Portraits, Camera Fashions; NON-COMMERCIAL KENNEL, Mrs. 
Gordon Crapo; THEATRE, Carroll’s Development; BILLIARDS,  Ford’s Bar; HOTEL, Hotel Idaho; 
MOTEL, Falls View Motel,  Bonneville Motel,  Ramada Inn;   CAB DRIVER, Yellow Cab Company,  

JUNE 7, 1973 
 

 
BARTENDER, Evan Pierce, Sandra Jacobs, Clara Ray, Helga Iszard; BEER (Canned, bottled and 
draught, to be consumed on the premises), Chambers Black Angus Drive Inn, were presented. It 
was moved by Councilman Wood, seconded by Gesas, that these licenses be granted, subject to the  
approval of the appropriate Division Director, where required.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 5; No, 
none; carried. 
 These damage claims were presented and read: 
           Karl T. Homer 
           May 29, 1973 
 

City of Idaho Falls 
P.O. Box 220 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 
 
Gentlemen: 
 
Attached you will find a general listing of items in the amount of $9,901.00 damaged  by 
water January 24, 1973, and again mid-March.   This damage was occasioned by the 
backing up of the sewer into our storage area at 1869 North Yellowstone. 
 
This list is submitted to substantiate the  notice given you by Mr. John M. Homer at the time 
of the water damage.  The water damaged materials have been segregated from other items 
and are available for your examination.  A more detailed list can be prepared as we go over 
the damaged material with your adjustor. 
 
          Sincerely, 
          s/ Karl T. Homer 
 
          May 30, 1973 
 
City of Idaho Falls 
P. O. Box 220 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 
 
Gentlemen: 
 
Attached you will find a list of the damaged items and labor for cleaning up from the flooding 
of our building January 24, and again mid-March. 
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This was occasioned by the backing up of the sewer and running into the basement of our 
building. 
 
This list is submitted to substantiate the notice given you by Mr. John M. Homer at the time 
of the water damage. 
 
          s/ Lynn Lindsay 

 
It was explained that, in the interests of time, these were forwarded to the City Insurance Adjustor 
on June 4th without formal Council approval.  It was moved by Councilman Karst, seconded by 
Hovey, that this action be ratified.  Roll call as follows: Ayes, 6; No, none; carried. 

JUNE 7, 1973 
 

 
 Another matter requiring Council ratification was explained by this memo: 
 
           City of Idaho Falls 
           June 7, 1973 
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Donald F. Lloyd 
SUBJECT:  WATER SERVICE CONTRACT OUTSIDE CITY LIMITS – EATINGER 
 
We have entered into contract for water service outside the City limits in favor of Dr. Eatinger 
on North Lewisville Highway.  The Council’s Public Works Committee has reviewed this 
contract and is requesting ratification. 
 
          Respectfully submitted, 
          s/ Don 
 

It was moved by Councilman Gesas, seconded by Karst, that this action be duly ratified.  Roll call 
as follows:  Ayes, 5; No, none; carried. 
 From the Purchasing Department this memo was submitted: 
 
           City of Idaho Falls 
           June 6, 1973 
 

One cartridge microfilm camera 
One microfilm reader printer 
 
Honorable Mayor and Councilmembers: 
 
Tabulation of bids for one cartridge microfilm camera and one microfilm reader printer is 
attached. 
 
Evaluation of the only bid received show Yost Office Systems of Idaho Falls submitting a bid 
for one cartridge microfilm camera, 3M model 3400-BE for $3450.00 and one microfilm 
reader printer, 3M model 4000.  Federal funds are to be applied  on the total of these two 
items plus 80 each 16mm microfilm cartridges in the amount of $664.00. 
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It is the recommendation of the Police Department and the Purchasing Department that the 
above bid be accepted. 
 
This recommendation subject to your approval. 
 
          s/ W. J. Skow 
          Purchasing Agent 

 
It was moved by Councilman Wood, seconded by Karst, that the one bid from Yost Office Systems 
be accepted for the camera and reader printer as described.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 5; No, none; 
carried. 
 Another memo from the Purchasing Department was forthcoming as follows: 
 

JUNE 7, 1973 
 

 
           City of Idaho Falls 
           May 31, 1973 
 

Six 167 KVA submersible transformers 
 
Honorable Mayor and Councilmembers: 
 
Tabulation of six 167 KVA submersible transformers is attached. 
 
Evaluation of bids received show Spokane Transformer Company of Spokane, Washington 
submitting the low lump sum bid of $6450.00 with delivery within the specified time limit. 
 
It is the recommendation of the Electric Light Division and the Purchasing Department that 
the above bid be accepted. 
 
This recommendation subject to your approval. 
 
          s/ W. J. Skow 
 

It was moved by Councilman Hovey, seconded by Gesas, that the low bid be accepted as indicated 
for the transformers as described.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 5; No, none; carried. 
 Finally, from the Purchasing Agent, this memo was presented: 
 
           City of Idaho Falls 
           June 7, 1973 
 

One 500 KVA Padmount Transformer 
(For Chad’s Home Furnishings on Anderson Street) 
 
Honorable Mayor and Councilmembers: 
 
Tabulation of bids for one 500 KVA Padmount Transformer is attached. 
 
Evaluation of bids received show Spokane Transformer Company of Spokane, Washington 
submitting the low bid of $3411.00, with 10 weeks delivery. 
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It is the recommendation of the Electric Light Division and the Purchasing Department that 
the above bid be accepted. 
 
This recommendation subject to your approval. 
 
          s/ W. J. Skow 
          Purchasing Agent 

 
It was moved by Councilman Hovey, seconded by Gesas, that the low bid of Spokane Transformer 
Company be accepted for the transformer as described.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 5; No, none; 
carried. 
 The City Clerk presented this memo: 
 

JUNE 7, 1973 
 

 
           City of Idaho Falls 
           June 7, 1973 
 

To the Honorable Mayor and City Council 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 
 
Gentlemen: 

 
Ultimatum letters recently were mailed to all those who had not yet applied for their 1973 
City license.  With the approval of the Mayor, the letter gave until May 31st to make 
application or the name would be turned to the City Council for appropriate action.   
Attached is a list of those who have not, to date, responded: 
 

DANCE HALL 
 
Bon Villa    344 Park Avenue 
 
MOTELS & HOTELS 
 
Motel West (Kruse Motel)  1540 West Broadway 
Miles Motel      261 Broadway 
Robison Motel     285 1st Street 
Stardust Motel     700 Lindsay Blvd. 
 
PHOTOGRAPHER 
 
Steve Green    1905 Jeppson 

 
It was moved by Councilman Karst, seconded by Freeman, that the names included in the foregoing 
memo be referred to the Police Department for proper handling and appropriate attention.  Roll call 
as follows:  Ayes, 5; No, none; carried. 
 Another memo from the City Clerk was submitted, to-wit: 
 
           City of Idaho Falls 
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           June 7, 1973 
 

To Honorable Mayor and City Council 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 
 
Gentlemen: 
 
Under recent discussion has been the question as to whether or not cities throughout Idaho 
would benefit by changing their fiscal years to some other period than the calendar year.  
Suggested as being the most appropriate is the period from July 1st to June 30th.  This would 
require amended State legislation. 
 
This has been reviewed by Division Heads and, without exception they favor this change, 
seeing many advantages and no disadvantages.  It is the writer’s understanding that this has 
also been discussed informally by the Mayor and City Council. 

JUNE 7, 1973 
 

 
Request is hereby made for authorization for the City Attorney to prepare an appropriate 
resolution to the effect for consideration at the AIC convention. 
 
          Respectfully submitted, 
          s/ Roy C. Barnes 
          CITY CLERK 

 
It was moved by Councilman Karst, seconded by Hovey, that the City Attorney be directed to 
prepare an appropriate resolution for consideration at the AIC convention.  Roll call as follows:  
Ayes, 5; No, none, carried. 
 From the Public Works Director came this memo: 
 
           City of Idaho Falls 
           June 7, 1973 
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Donald F. Lloyd 
SUBJECT: LID #45 
 
We are attaching hereto a letter directed to Kennaday Paving Co., Inc., contractor for LID 
#45, authorizing his proceeding on Phase “B”.  This action has received approval of the 
Downtown Merchants and the Council’s Public Works Committee.  We would recommend 
that the Council formally approve this procedure. 
 
          s/ Don 
 

It was moved by Councilman Gesas, seconded by Karst, that approval be granted for Kennaday 
Paving Company to proceed with Phase B of the LID #45 contract.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 5; No, 
none; carried. 
 Finally, from the Public Works Director, this memo was presented and read: 
 
           City of Idaho Falls 
           June 7, 1973 
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TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Donald F. Lloyd 
SUBJECT: SLUDGE HAULING TRUCKS 
 
We have the specifications prepared for three (3) sludge hauling trucks and tanks.  We are 
asking authorization for the Purchasing Agent to advertise June 10, 17, and 24, 1973 for 
competitive bids and open bids at 2 P.M. on July 3, 1973. 
 
          Respectfully submitted, 
          s/ Don 
 

It was moved by Councilman Gesas, seconded by Karst, that the Purchasing Agent be authorized to 
advertise for bids on the sludge hauling trucks and tanks on the dates as indicated.  Roll call as 
follows:  Ayes, 5; No, none; carried. 
 This memo from the Building and Planning Department was submitted: 

JUNE 7, 1973 
 

 
           Bonn. Council of Gov. 
           June 7, 1973 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Rod Gilchrist 
SUBJECT: INITIAL ZONING – JOSSIE HUGHES PROPERTY, 190 DALE DRIVE 
 
On May 10th of this year this subject was presented to the Mayor and City Council and at 
that time it was explained that the property had been previously annexed and inadvertently 
was not zoned at that time.  It was further explained that the Planning  Commission had 
recommended R-3A zoning for the property and the existing trailer court be established as a 
non-conforming use.  After much discussion at the meeting on May 10th, this matter was 
referred back to the Planning Commission for further review. 
 
The Planning Commission at their regular meeting of June 5th considered this matter and a 
petition from the residents of the area requesting that this property be zoned R-2 rather than 
R-3A.  After considerable discussion, the Planning Commission recommended to the Mayor 
and City Council that this property be zoned R-3A in accord with their original 
recommendation.  This recommendation was passed with a four to two (4-2) vote with one 
member abstaining.  The Planning Commission felt that to establish an R-2 zone on this 
property would constitute “spot” zoning. 
 
It is now being submitted to the Mayor and City Council for your consideration. This 
Department concurs with the recommendation of the Planning Commission and recommends 
that the R-3A zone be established on this property. 
 
          s/ Rod Gilchrist 
 

There were none who appeared for purpose of protesting.  It was moved by Councilman Wood, 
seconded by Karst, that the initial zoning of the Jossie Hughes property be R-3A and the Building 
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Official be directed to incorporate said zoning on the official zoning map, located in his office.  Roll 
call as follows:  Ayes, 5; No, none; carried. 
 From the Parks and Recreation Director came this memo: 
 
           City of Idaho Falls 
           June 7, 1973 
 

TO:  Mayor S. Eddie Pedersen and Councilmen 
FROM: Ernest C. Craner 
SUBJECT: FIREWORKS 
 
Request permission to shoot the annual 4th of July fireworks at Keefer’s Island, also eight 
shells per night at Sandy Downs Rodeo Grounds for Pioneer Day. 
 
          s/ Ernest C. Craner 

 
 

JUNE 7, 1973 
 

 
It was moved by Councilman Freeman, seconded by Karst, that permission be granted to display 
fireworks at the locations and on the nights as indicated.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 5; No, none; 
carried. 
 At the invitation of the Mayor and City Clerk presented and read aloud the following: 
 
           City of Idaho Falls 
           June 7, 1973 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
Dear Mayor Pedersen: 
 
As per our conversation earlier this morning, would you please accept this letter of 
resignation effective Friday, June 22, 1973 
 
I have been offered a position in state government that has excellent career opportunities. 
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed working with you, the Division Directors and the City Council.  I 
feel we have the finest administration in the state.   I want to thank you for your confidence 
and your support. 
 
I will hold fond memories of my association with you, your staff, and the great employees of 
the City of Idaho Falls. 
 
          Kindest personal regards, 
          s/ James M. Collins  
          Personnel Director 
 

It was moved by  Councilman Karst, seconded by Freeman, that the resignation of Mr. Jim Collins 
as Personnel Director be regretfully  accepted, that the Mayor be authorized on behalf of the City 
Administrator to write Mr. Collins a letter of commendation for the dedicated service displayed in 
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that capacity, that another appropriate letter be placed in his personnel file and that applications be 
accepted, effective immediately, for his replacement.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 5; No, none; carried. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 1362 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 4-4-5 (N) OF THE CITY CODE OF 
IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO, SAID SECTION BEING A PORTION OF THE 
ELECTRIC LIGHT DIVISION ORDINANCE, BY CHANGING THE AMOUNT 
OF METER DEPOSIT FROM $10.00 TO $20.00 AND PROVIDING FOR 
REFUNDING OF METER DEPOSITS TO THE CONSUMER AFTER TWO 
YEARS OF CONTINUOUS SERVICE WITH SATISFACTORY PAYMENT 
RECORD; PROVIDING FOR REINSTATEMENT OF METER DEPOSIT 
UPON SECTION 4-4-5 (O) OF SAID CODE; PROVIDING WHEN THE 
ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE. 
 

The foregoing Ordinance was presented in title.  It was moved by Councilman Karst, seconded by 
Hovey, that the provisions of Section 50-902 of the Idaho Code requiring all ordinances to be fully 
and distinctly read on three several  days  be  dispensed with.   The question being “SHALL THE  
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PROVISIONS OF SECTION 50-902 OF THE IDAHO CODE REQUIRING ALL ORDINANCES TO BE 
READ ON THREE SEVERAL DAYS BE DISPENSED WITH?”  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 5; No,  none; 
carried.  The majority of all the members of the Council present having voted in the affirmative, the 
Mayor declared the rule dispensed with and ordered the ordinance placed before the Council for  
final consideration, the question being “SHALL THE ORDINANCE PASS?”  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 
5; No, none; carried. 
 It was moved by Councilman Wood, seconded by Karst, that the Planning Commission be 
requested to study and review the entire area south of the Airport to Olympia Street for possible 
rezoning consideration.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 5; No, none; carried. 
 There being no further business, it was moved by Councilman  Freeman, seconded by Gesas, 
that the meeting adjourn at 10:55 P.M., carried. 
 
 ATTEST: s/ Roy C. Barnes       s/ S. Eddie Pedersen 
                          CITY CLERK        MAYOR 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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