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JANUARY 8, 1963 
 

 
 The City Council of the City of Idaho Falls met in Recessed Regular Session, Tuesday, January 
8, 1963, at 8:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers at Idaho Falls, Idaho.  There were present at said 
Meeting:  Mayor W. J. O’Bryant; Councilmen Leahy, Page, Creek, Foote.  Also present:  Roy C. 
Barnes, City Clerk; George Barnard, City Attorney; Don Lloyd, Public Works Director; Harold Davis, 
Electrical Engineer; Kelvin Nelson, Recreation Director. 
 Minutes of the last Regular Meeting, held December 20th, 1962, and a Special Meeting, held 
December 31st, 1962, were read and approved. 
 The Mayor announced that this was the time and the place for a public zoning hearing; as 
advertised, covering Lots 1, 2, 3, 20, and 21, Block 10, First Amended Plat of the South Park Addition.  
There were no protests.  It was moved by Councilman Leahy, seconded by Creek, that these Lots be 
rezoned from R-2 to R-3.  Roll call as follows:  Leahy, Aye; Page, Aye; Creek, Aye; Foote abstained.  
Carried. 
 The Mayor instructed the Building Official to incorporate the foregoing  change of zoning on 
the official zoning map, located in his office. 
 Mr. Miles Willard appeared before the Council as spokesman for a group representing the 
Idaho Falls Symphony Society, also present, to register a plea for a larger contribution from the City 
during 1963.  He presented a graph, covering the period from 1954 to date, illustrating the downward  
trend in the amount of funds so contributed by the City. 
 Mr. Willard proceeded to explain the limited benefits which would accrue if the City’s annual 
donation remained at $500.00, compared to the additional benefits if that amount were raised to 
$1,000.00 or $1,500.00 or $2,000.00.  He explained the fact that the Symphony was fortunate in having 
obtained an excellent director and that if his services were lost, due to insufficient funds, the 
symphony would be set back ten years.  Mr. Willard explained further, that additional funds would 
provide for long range planning, including visiting orchestras, guest stars, summer park programs, 
children’s orchestra, new and more varied musical instruments, etc.  The Mayor assured Mr. Willard 
and the group that the symphony would be given every consideration to the extent that available 
funds would permit. 
 Mr. William  R. Hatch appeared before the Council, indicating his willingness and desire to 
bid on a certain strip of City owned property, approximately 20 feet wide and 150 feet in length, at 
the northeast corner of Skyline and Grandview.  This was taken under advisement. 
 The following letter was read by the City Clerk: 
 
          October 29, 1962 
 

Mayor W. J. O’Bryant 
The City Council 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 
 
Gentlemen: 
 
 After reading the correspondence between Mr. Isenhart, City Gas Inspector, and the 
Mountain Fuel Supply Co.,  American Gas Association and The National Board of Fire 
Underwriters concerning a fire place  lighter,  recently  presented  to  you  for  inspection,  I am  
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compelled to register a  complaint regarding the manner in which your negative decision was 
arrived at. 
 
 When Mr. Isenhart first examined this appliance he admitted to me that it was  the first 
of it’s kind that he had seen.  After your decision to further investigate, Mr. Isenhart came to 
my place of business to reexamine this lighter.  One would suppose the purpose of this was to 
get correct information about this appliance before writing to the above mentioned companies.  
Yet, in all of his letters to the same, Mr. Isenhart was prejudiced in his opinion. 
 
 In Mr. Isenhart’s letter to Mountain Fuel Supply Co. he did not describe the lighter.  In 
his letter to American Gas Association and the National Board of Fire Underwriters he 
incorrectly describes the fire place lighter as having a rubber hose.  The fact is that said hose is 
heavy plastic, lined with a metal coil running the full length of the hose.  This I presume, is to 
prevent breakage or a rupture. 
 
 If you will read these letters, you will find that Mr. Isenhart assumes that I would turn 
on this appliance and then go looking for a match.  This trend of thought is childlike and 
reflects a lack or responsibility on my part.  He also mentions in his letter to American Gas 
Association and I quote, “Also I see no reason to prevent a child from plugging in this lighter 
and leaving it plugged in.  Thus having a continuous flow of gas into the house.”  End of 
quote.  This would be far more difficult to do than to turn on the Hydra Flame Log Lighter 
described in the brochure sent by and recommended by Mountain Fuel & Supply Co. in Salt 
Lake City. 
 
 I realize the importance of Gas Codes and the necessity of and enforcement of the same.  
I would not want a gas appliance in my home that I thought was not safe.  It is difficult for me 
to believe that you and the City Council would hand down a verdict based on a decision 
arrived at and by incorrect information furnished  by Mr. Isenhart.   
 
 This fire place lighter is not a matter of importance to me.  The principle, involved, is.  
 
          Yours truly, 
          s/ John E. Weida 
 

Mr. Weida appeared briefly.  Councilman Leahy asked if the members of the Gas Board has been 
contacted on this problem and was answered in the affirmative.  Mr. Weida  said that, according to 
his understanding, these men also recommend that use of the lighter be denied, simply because they 
were discouraging the installation of any type of gas fire place lighters.  No Council action was taken. 
 Mr. William Oliver of the Burns Detective Agency appeared before the Council, offering his 
company’s services in the event the Council elected to establish some sort of local Merchant’s Police.  
He said his company was taking the liberty of making a survey of the City and urged that no action 
be taken in this regard until the survey was completed and the findings were made available to the 
Council. 
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 Bills for the month of December, having been properly audited by the Finance Committee, 
were presented as follows: to-wit: 
 

  FUND GROSS 
PAYROLL 

SERVICES & 
MATERIALS 

TOTAL 
EXPENDITURES 

    
General Fund $87,465.40 $120,531.51 $207,996.91 
Recreation Fund 1,308.94 1,155.49 2,464.43 
Fire Fund 18,567.20 5,604.21 24,171.41 
Electric Light Fund 22,378.88 305,874.04 328,252.92 
Water & Sewer 9,847.53 13,331.69 23,179.22 
Police Retirement 1,710.82 .00 1,710.82 
    
TOTAL $141,278.77 $446,496.94 $587,775.71 

 
It was moved by Councilman Creek, seconded by Page, that the bills be approved and the Controller 
be authorized to draw warrants on the respective funds for their payment.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 
4; No, None; carried. 
 Reports from Division and Department Heads for the month of December were presented and, 
there being no objection, were ordered placed on file in the office of the City Clerk. 
 License applications for BARTENDER, Inez D. Race of the White Elephant Supper Club, Von 
McAtee of the Samoa Club, Dean Packer of the Samoa Club, Lyle  W. Enloe of the Flamingo, Bill 
Craig of the Topper Supper Club, Merle C. Stenquist for the White Elephant, Fred A. Schmier of the 
White Elephant, Robert Sonnemann of the Turf Bar; JUNK AND SALVAGE DEALER, Joe 
Kushminder; SUNDAY OPERATING FOR PARAMOUNT THEATRE, Irving H. Simpson of Fox 
Inter-Mountain Theatres, Inc.; PAWN BROKER, Edwin Buky of Bonneville Loan & Jewelry; CAB 
PERMITS for Falls Cab Co., and Yellow Cab Co.; SECOND HAND STORE, Gordon H. Nelson; 
RETAIL LIQUOR, Eugene Peterson & Shirley C. Montague of the Starlite Lounge, Jeannette F. 
Harrington of Flamingo Services, Inc., Charles E. Jachetta of Topper Find Foods, Inc., Von McAtee of 
the Samoa Club, Mr. and Mrs. Ross L. Simmons of Ford’s Bar, Betty Jo Scheet of Jack’s Chicken Inn, 
Robert Newman & Lynn Pierce of the Russet Bar, Fred C. Huth of Fred & Kelly’s Broiler; 
RESTAURANT (previously approved by the City Sanitarian) for Marie S. Hathaway of Marie’s 
Luncheon-ette, Mrs. Blanch Rock of Rock’s Village Café, Opal M. George of the Mart Lunch; GAS 
CONTRACTOR (previously approved by the Gas Inspector)  Wesley D. Ennis, Jay Rowley, Nugent 
Metals and Jack Hall; JOURNEYMAN GAS FITTER (previously approved by the Gas Inspector) 
Wallace Pendleton, William E. Heaton, Verne E. Copes, Wesley D. Ennis, Jay Rowley, Arnold Harris, 
Bing Lempke, Dave Harman, Jack Hall, Elbert M. Willis; MASTER PLUMBER (previously approved 
by the Plumbing Inspector) for F. L. Pendleton, Wallace Pendleton; JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER 
(previously approved by the Plumbing Inspector) Verne E Copes; ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
(previously approved by the Electrical Inspector)  Electrical Equipment Co. of Idaho Falls, Lloyd Avis 
of Davis Electric Company, Enterprise Electric Company, A. L. Brown Electric Co., JOURNEYMAN 
ELECTRICIAN (previously approved by the Electrical Inspector) Ariel Hill of Babbitt Electric, 
Richard J. David of Davis Electric, A. L. Brown Electric of A. L. Brown Electric Co., Golden Hiatt were   
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presented.  It was moved by Councilman Creek, seconded by Leahy, that these licenses be approved.  
Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 4; No, None; carried. 
 License applications for HOTEL AND ROOMING HOUSE, Thelma M. Kissell of Hanson 
Hotel, Albert E. Lewis of Marion Hotel, Dorothy Drake of Rialto Rooms; CAB DRIVER, Bill 
(Frederick) W. Martindale, Don Fouts, Arthur Hammer, James L. Roland, Ronald G. Bagshaw, 
Leonard E. Kelly, Gale E. Young; CANNED, BOTTLED, DRAFT BEER TO BE SOLD ON THE 
PREMISES; Lynn F. Browning of Harry’s Tavern, Gene J. Mauro of Geno’s were presented.  It was 
moved by Councilman Creek, seconded by Foote, that these licenses be granted, subject to the 
approval of the Chief of Police.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 4; No, None; carried.  
 The City Clerk drew attention to the fact that a zoning hearing had been scheduled for January 
17th and that, in the interest of time, the legal notice was published without official Council approval.  
It was moved by Councilman Page, seconded by Foote, that the City Clerk’s action in this regard be 
duly ratified.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 4; No, None; carried. 
 The Mayor selected February 7th, 1963, as the date  for a public hearing for the 1963 budget.  It 
was moved by Councilman Foote, seconded by Page, that the City Clerk be authorized to publish 
notice accordingly to be advertised on the 16th and the 23rd of January, 1963.  Roll call as follows:  
Ayes, 4; No,  None; carried. 
 This memo from the City Engineer was read: 
 
          January 7, 1963 
          Acct. No. 1B-1 
          Educational Leave 

Honorable Mayor and City Council 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 
 
Gentlemen: 
 
We are writing this letter concerning Educational Leave as outlined in the personnel policy. 
 
An employee of the Engineering Department, Mr. James Newton, is returning to college 
around the 1st of February 1963.  He has indicated he will be leaving the employ of the City 
after January 25, 1963, and would like to return in June of this year.  He has so requested an 
Educational Leave for this purpose. 
 
We have found Mr. Newton to be a fine employee of the Engineering Department and would 
like to have him back when possible.  He is furthering his education in mathematics and some 
engineering which would be a help to this organization.   
 
We would recommend the granting of an Educational Leave. 
 
         Respectfully submitted, 
         s/ Don Ellsworth, P.E. 
         City Engineer 
Concurred by: s/ Donald F. Lloyd 
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It was moved by Councilman Page, seconded by Foote, that the Educational Leave be granted as 
recommended.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 4; No, None; carried. 
 The Mayor appointed the following as members of the Emblem Committee:  Harold Davis, 
Bob Steiling, Ken Kugler, and Fred Ochi.  It was moved by Councilman Page, seconded by  Creek, 
that these appointments be confirmed.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 4; No, None; carried. 
 The Mayor noted that the Alcoholic Anonymous group had requested the use of the fireplace 
room in the Tautphaus Park Log Building and that they had agreed to install a range and sink at their 
expense.  It was moved by Councilman Leahy, seconded by Creek, that approval be granted 
accordingly.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 4; No, None; carried. 
 Reference was made to a memo presented at the Council Meeting on December 20th, 1962, by 
the Fire Chief, relative to Messrs. Delbert Barnes and Les Corcoran.  It was moved by Councilman 
Leahy, seconded by Foote, that for purposes of figuring vacation, sick leave, etc., the hireing date for 
Mr. Barnes be declared as June 1st, 1957, and for Mr. Corcoran, September 8th, 1953, these dates, in 
each instance, representing the re-hiring date.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 4; No, None; carried. 
 Public Works Director Lloyd drew the Council’s attention to the need for a right-of-way 
easement for a water line which would connect an existing water line, located under the Interstate 
Highway, to the line which will eventually cross the new John’s Hole Bridge.  Lloyd said the shortest 
distance between these two points would be across property owned by Mr. C. J. Taylor who has 
offered the City a right-of-way for $3,500.00. 
 As a means of determining a fair price to pay for said easement, it was moved by Councilman 
Foote, seconded by Leahy, that an independent appraiser be appointed and directed to make an 
appraisal of the property in question, with the understanding that Lloyd be authorized to select the 
appraiser and administer the appraisal.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 4; No, None; carried. 
 Lloyd then commented on the possibility of a small Local Improvement District for the 
improvement of Alpine, Monterey and Winchester Court Streets, all in the Hillcrest Addition.  He 
proposed  an informal meeting of the affected parties, at which  time the City Engineer and the Public 
Works Director would be present to explain the need, the problems, and the approximate cost and to 
determine the feeling of said affected parties.  This met with Council approval. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. ---- 
 

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A FRANCHISE TO OPERATE A 
GENERAL AMBULANCE SERVICE STATION WITHIN THE 
CORPORATE  LIMITS OF THE CITY OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO, TO 
THE IDAHO FALLS, AMBULANCE SERVICE, INC. AN IDAHO 
CORPORATION; FIXING THE TERM WHEN SUCH FRANCHISE 
SHALL BE IN EFFECT; PRESCRIBING THE PRIVILEGES, CONDITIONS 
AND LIMITATIONS   FOR THE OPERATION OF SUCH AMBULANCE 
SERVICE UNDER THIS FRANCHISE; AND FIXING THE PERIOD OF 
TIME WHEN SUCH FRANCHISE SHALL BE IN EFFECT. 

 
It was moved by Councilman Creek, seconded by Leahy, that this Ordinance be passed on its first 
reading and the City Clerk be authorized  to publish  a legal  notice announcing  a  public  hearing  in  
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this regard, said hearing of which was scheduled for February 21st, 1963.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 4; 
No, None; carried. 
 City Clerk Barnes said the new garbage rate was now in effect and that all types of single 
family dwellings, including apartments and trailer houses, were now being charged $1.00 per unit 
per month.  He asked for Council interpretation as to the proper charge for motels which falls outside 
the category of single family dwellings.  The Council instructed Barnes to consider motels in the 
commercial category as has been done in the past. 
 There being no further business, it was moved by Councilman Leahy, seconded by Page, that 
the Meeting adjourn.  Carried. 
 
 ATTEST: s/ Roy C. Barnes      s/ W. J. O’Bryant 
                                 CITY CLERK               MAYOR 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 


