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MAY 15, 1959 
 

 
 The City Council of the City of Idaho Falls met in Regular Session, Friday, May 15, 1959 at 8:00 
P.M. in the Council Chambers at Idaho Falls.  There were present at said Meeting: Mayor W. J. 
O’Bryant; Councilmen Petersen, Johnson, Creek.  Absent: Councilman Foote.  Also present:  Roy C. 
Barnes, City Clerk; R. Vern Kidwell, City Attorney; Don Lloyd, City Engineer; Don Ellsworth, Asst. 
City Engineer; George  Aupperle, Purchasing Agent; John Putman, Chief of Police; Alva Harris, 
Building Official. 
 The minutes of the last recessed Meeting held May 7th, 1959 were read and approved. 
 Bishop Afton D. Orchard, 645 J Street, and Bishop George Jensen, 1245 Cassia, appeared before 
the Council, representing the 7th, 13th, and 19th Wards asking that the City reline the parking lot at 750 
Elva from parallel to diagonal.  The Council was reminded that the City originally agreed to line this 
parking lot and that this was the original intention. Also, it was requested that Elva Street from the 
end of K Street to Jefferson   be relined to provide for diagonal parking on one side and parallel 
parking on the other.  It was moved by Councilman Johnson, seconded by Creek, that the City Street 
marking crews be instructed to proceed.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 3; No, None; carried.  Bishop 
Orchard then suggested that Mound and Sage Streets from Memorial Drive to Elva be made thru 
streets.  The Council agreed to give this their consideration. 
 Mr. Robert Jahn, Past Exalted Ruler and a member of the  Board of Trustees of B.P.O.E. #1087, 
appeared before the Council and presented a proposal whereby the Elks would lease a portion of 
their ground across from the Municipal Golf Course, preferably for a 15 year period, to be used for 
parking purposes with the understanding that both golf players and Elks members have the use of 
the area.  It was understood that this would involve no cost to the City except the initial one of 
improving the lot.  The Council expressed agreement to the proposal and the Mayor instructed the 
Elks to prepare such a lease for Council consideration. 
 Mr. Robert Wilson, union representative, appeared before the Council and presented a 
proposed change in Article 12 of the union contract dated 10/27/58 between the City and Local #935 
covering the Street and Sanitation employees.  It was moved by Councilman Johnson, seconded by 
Creek, that said proposed change should be prepared and presented to the City Attorney for 
checking and recommendation to the Council.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 3; No, None; carried. 
 Mr. Jack Young, athletic director for School District #91, appeared before the Council, 
proposing that Poitevin Park be leveled off so that it might be better used as a playground and 
particularly for the children at O.E. Bell Junior High.  It was explained that if the mound were 
removed from the center and if the corners of the area were filled in, the park could be used as a 
football field and be large enough for four baseball diamonds, as well as preserving an area for the 
swings, slides, etc.  The Council agreed to give this matter their study and attention. 
 Permit and license applications were presented as follows:  BARTENDER:  Vern E. Carlson. 
MASTER PLUMBER: Saxton Plumbing. JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER: Dale Mathews.  It was moved 
by Councilman Johnson, seconded by Petersen, that this permit and these licenses be granted.  Roll 
call as follows:  Ayes, 3; No, None; carried. 
 A license application for a JOURNEYMAN ELECTRICIAN: Darrell H. Tea was presented.  It 
was moved by Councilman Johnson, seconded by Creek, that this license be granted, subject to the 
approval of the Electrical Inspector.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 3; No, None; carried. 
 Mr. Herbert E. Gullberg, District Service Manager for Motorola Communications and 
Electronics, Inc., appeared before the Council and presented a maintenance agreement proposal from  
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his company, explaining the inadequacies of the present system.  This was referred to the Police 
Committee.  
 An extension rider to Lease # LD 8753 between the Oregon Short Line R.R. Company and the 
City of Idaho Falls was presented, covering the purchase of water for railroad purposes.  It was 
moved by Councilman Johnson, seconded by Petersen, that the Mayor and City Clerk be authorized 
to sign.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 3; No, None; carried. 
 A zoning ordinance was presented incorporating zoning action taken by the Council at their 
May 7th meeting as follows: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 940 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION II OF ORDINANCE NUMBER 
852 OF THE ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF IDAHO FALLS,  IDAHO; 
DIVIDING SAID CITY INTO DISTRICTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH A 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; SETTING FORTH THE PURPOSE OF 
ZONING ACCOMPLISHED THEREBY AND THE REGULATIONS AND 
RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED WITHIN SAID DISTRICTS; CHANGING THE 
ORIGINAL BOUNDARIES OF CERTAIN DISTRICTS BY THE 
INCLUSION OR THE EXCLUSION THEREOF OR THERE FROM OF 
CERTAIN TRACTS OF LAND; PARTICULARLY DESCRIBING SAID 
TRACTS OF LAND; AND DESIGNATING THE DISTRICTS IN WHICH 
THEY SHALL HEREAFTER BE INCLUDED; PROVIDED THAT A 
DISTRICT MAP DESIGNATING SAID DISTRICTS SHALL BE 
MAINTAINED IN THE OFFICE OF THE BUILDING INSPECTOR IN 
THE CITY HALL OF SAID CITY AND FURTHER PROVIDING THAT 
THE BUILDING INSPECTOR IN THE CITY HALL OF SAID CITY AND 
FURTHER PROVIDING THAT THE BUILDING INSPECTOR SHALL 
CAUSE SAID DISTRICT MAP TO CONFORM WITH THE PROVISIONS 
OF ORDINANCE NUMBER 852 AS AMENDED HEREIN; PROVIDING 
THAT ORDINANCE NO. 852, EXCEPT SECTION II THEREOF, SHALL 
REMAIN UNCHANGED; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES AND 
PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING 
WHEN THE ORDINANCE SHALL BECOME EFFECTIVE. 
 

 It was moved by Councilman Johnson, seconded by Creek, that the provisions of Section 50-
2004 of the Idaho Code requiring all ordinances to be fully and distinctly read on three several days 
be dispensed with.  The question being, “SHALL THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 50-2004 OF THE 
IDAHO CODE REQUIRING ALL ORDINANCES TO BE READ ON THREE SEVERAL DAYS BE 
DISPENSED WITH?”  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 3; No, None; carried.  The majority of all the 
members of the Council present having been voted in the affirmative, the Mayor declared the rule 
dispensed with and ordered the ordinance placed before the Council for final consideration the 
question being, “SHALL THE ORDINANCE PASS.”  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 3; No, None; carried. 
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          May 15, 1959 
          Acct. No. 6B-1 
 

Honorable Mayor and City Council 
City of Idaho Falls, Idaho 
 
Gentlemen: 
 
In response to inquiries to this Department regarding the signalization of Broadway, we have 
requested the Highway Department to provide some technical aid.  In response to our request, 
Mr. Dale Hamilton of the Traffic Section, has offered a proposal which would help alleviate  
the traffic congestion on this important arterial.  It should be understood that this proposal is 
not a cure-all and is intended only as a stop-gap measure until further study indicates what 
should be done with this west approach to the City.  This proposal consists of three parts. 
 
Part 1 is the installation of a triple offset feature on the existing signals.  In this phase of the 
proposal the existing controls east of the bridge would be equipped with additional keys and 
contacts at City expense.  An additional overhead wire between each controller would also be 
required.  This work would cost approximately $350.00.  The signals west of the bridge would 
be modified at State expense.  This improvement will provide for an increased traffic flow 
during designated peak hours by favoring directional flow.  For example, between 6:30 and 
8:00 A.M. the signals could be operated in such a manner as to allow increased capacity in the 
outbound direction.  Opposing traffic would not have progressive movement during these 
hours.  At times other than the designated hours, the signal system would be set for average 
two-way flow as it now exists. 
 
Part 2 of the proposal consists of lane signal indications for the Broadway Bridge.  This phase 
of the proposal consists of a signal installation at each end of the bridge to allow for a 
reversible center lane.  This center lane can only aid the morning outbound traffic since two 
lanes now exists for the inbound traffic.  The estimated cost of this installation is $3200.00 and 
would be a 50% participation item, between the City and State funds. 
 
Park 3 consists of the modification of the signal equipment at the Memorial Drive intersection.  
This improvement would require four new poles and all new signal equipment.  It will 
provide for 3 phase traffic operation that is an unopposed left turn movement into Memorial 
Drive during the necessary peak hours.  This left turn movement would be the only change 
from that which  now exists.  The estimated cost of this installation would be $3500.00 and 
would be participated equally between State and City funds. 
 
It is the intention of this letter to ascertain if the Mayor and Council wish to give consideration 
to any or all portions of this proposal.  In the event interest is shown in any portion of this 
proposal, a written request should be forwarded to the State Department of Highways for 
appropriation, design and detailed cost estimates.  It would be appreciated if your 
consideration would be given to this matter. 
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         Respectfully submitted, 
         ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 
         s/ Donald F. Lloyd 
         City Engineer 

 
 The foregoing was presented.  It was moved by Councilman Creek, seconded by Johnson, that 
a study be made at this time pertaining to Part I of the above, with the idea in mind of installing this 
feature.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 3; No,  None; carried. 
     
          May 15, 1959 
          Acct. No. 6B-2 
 

Honorable Mayor and City Council 
City of Idaho Falls, Idaho  
 
Gentlemen: 
 
This letter is written with reference to the signalization of the Lee-Gladstone intersection with 
the North Yellowstone Highway.   
 
The improvement of the intersection was called to our attention by Mr. McDermott just prior 
to the Post Register moving into the new Pioneer Building at this intersection.  Their particular 
concern at that time was the pedestrian traffic generated by the newspaper which must cross 
the highway with no pedestrian protection.  It is estimated that a satisfactory signal 
arrangement for this intersection would cost in the neighborhood of $3000.00, this cost 
representing the City’s share of a 50% participating agreement with the State. 
 
It would be appreciated if the Mayor and Council would advise this Department as to their 
pleasure.  If such an improvement is desired, it will be necessary to submit a written request to 
the Highway Department in order to initiate a design proposal. 
 
         Respectfully submitted, 
         ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 
         s/ Donald F. Lloyd 
         City Engineer 

 
 The memorandum was then presented and was tabled for future consideration. 
 The Mayor appointed Mr. Grover Bennett to the position of Street Commissioner.  It was 
moved by Councilman Johnson, seconded by Creek, that the appointment be confirmed.  The Mayor 
said that Councilman Foote, although absent, had voiced his approval to this appointment.  Roll call 
as follows:  Ayes, 3; No, None; carried. 
 The Mayor then appointed Messrs. Carl Page and Floyd Heyrend to fill two vacancies on the 
Planning Commission.  It was moved by Councilman Johnson, seconded by Petersen, that these 
appointments be confirmed.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 3; No, None; carried. 
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 The Mayor presented a request from the Retail Council that they be allowed to reserve C Street 
from Park Avenue to Capital Avenue for children’s rides, etc., during the War Bonnet Round-up and 
also  that the merchants be allowed to have sidewalk displays.  It was moved by Councilman 
Johnson, seconded by Petersen, that this be permitted.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 3; No, None; 
carried.  
 The Mayor advised that the City of Iona desires to purchase 32 of this City’s old street signs.  It 
was moved by Councilman Johnson, seconded by Petersen, that the Mayor  be authorized to 
negotiate accordingly.  Roll call as follows:  Ayes, 3; No, None; carried. 
 The Building Official presented a problem which has arisen on the Linden Park Shopping 
Center; namely that a portion is zoned R-2.  The developers need this area for parking purposes.  It 
was moved by Councilman Petersen, seconded by Johnson, that the Building Inspector be authorized 
to issue a permit that will be broad enough to allow parking on the area in question.  Roll call as 
follows:  Ayes, 3; No, None; carried. 
 The Mayor reported that it has come to his attention through Mr. Reed Lyons, local manager 
of the Mountain States Telephone and Telegraph Company, that there are occasionally houses being 
moved within the City Limits without the issuance of the proper permits.  This was referred to the 
Chief of Police and the Inspectors Department. 
 The matter of rezoning the Country Club property was again presented.  It was moved by 
Councilman Petersen, seconded by Creek, that the City Attorney be instructed to prepare a Notice of 
Zoning Hearing, after which the City Clerk was authorized to publish same.  Roll call as follows:  
Ayes, 3; No, None; carried. 
 There being no further business, it was moved by Councilman Johnson, seconded by Petersen, 
that the Meeting adjourn, carried. 
 
 ATTEST: s/ Roy C. Barnes      s/ W. J. O’Bryant 
                                 CITY CLERK               MAYOR 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 


