
APRIL 27, 2006 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  The City Council of the City of Idaho Falls met in Regular Council Meeting, 
Thursday, April 27, 2006, in the Council Chambers at 140 South Capital Avenue in Idaho 
Falls, Idaho. 
 
  There were present: 
 
  Mayor Jared D. Fuhriman 
  Councilmember Karen Cornwell 
  Councilmember Ida Hardcastle 
  Councilmember Thomas Hally 
  Councilmember Larry Lyon 
  Councilmember Joe Groberg 
  Councilmember Michael Lehto 
 
  Also present: 
 
  Dale Storer, City Attorney 
  Rosemarie Anderson, City Clerk 
  All available Division Directors 
 
  Mayor Fuhriman requested Boy Scout McKay Smith to come forward and lead 
those present in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
 
  Mayor Fuhriman presented the following Resolution: 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2006-05 

 
BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO 

 
A RESOLUTION TO PUBLICLY SUPPORT THE 
MISSION AND OBJECTIVES OF FAITH AND TO 
ALLOW THIS DECLARATION OF PUBLIC SUPPORT 
TO BE USED BY FAITH TO SATISFY AN 
APPLICATION REQUIREMENT FOR FEDERAL 
FUNDING AND TO SUPPORT HOUSING FOR LOW-
INCOME HOMELESS PERSONS IN THE CITY OF 
IDAHO FALLS; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND 
CITY CLERK TO MAKE SUCH DECLARATION FOR, 
AND ON BEHALF OF, THE CITY OF IDAHO FALLS 
AND ITS OFFICERS. 

 
  WHEREAS, FAITH provides a valuable and necessary service to 
the residents of the City of Idaho Falls and the surrounding communities and 
counties by providing housing and services to homeless and indigent persons; 
and, 
 
  WHEREAS, FAITH is in good standing with the City of Idaho 
Falls and is in compliance with all applicable City Codes. 
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  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO: 
 
  Section 1. That the Mayor and City Clerk be, and they hereby 
are, declaring public support for FAITH. 
 
  ADOPTED by the Council of the City of Idaho Falls, Idaho this 
27th day of April, 2006. 
 
  APPROVED by the Mayor of the City of Idaho Falls, Idaho this 
28th day of April, 2006. 
 
       APPROVED: 
 
       s/ Jared D. Fuhriman 
       MAYOR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
s/ Rosemarie Anderson 
CITY CLERK 
 
(SEAL) 

 
  The City Clerk requested approval of the Minutes from the April 13, 2006 
Regular Council Meeting. 
  The City Clerk presented several license applications, all carrying the required 
approvals, and requested authorization to issue these licenses. 
  The City Clerk requested Council ratification for the publication of legal 
notices calling for public hearings on April 27, 2006. 
  The Acting Idaho Falls Power Director submitted the following memo: 
 

      City of Idaho Falls 
      April 24, 1006 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Jo Fikstad, Power Manager 
SUBJECT: CONSENT AGENDA – PHASE ONE REMODEL, IDAHO FALLS 
  POWER ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 
 
Idaho Falls Power respectfully requests authorization to accept an 
architectural proposal from Alderson Karst & Mitro for the proposed Phase 
One Remodel of the Idaho Falls Power Administration Building.  A copy of the 
proposal is attached. 
 
      s/ Jo Fikstad 
 

  The Municipal Services Director submitted the following memo: 
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      City of Idaho Falls 
      April 24, 2006 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM: S. Craig Lords, Municipal Services Director 
SUBJECT: AUTHORIZATION TO BID 
 
Municipal Services respectfully requests authorization to advertise to receive 
bids for a new tractor to be used at the Airport. 
 
      s/ S. Craig Lords 

 
  The Parks and Recreation Director submitted the following memos: 
 

      City of Idaho Falls 
      April 27, 2006 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM: David J. Christiansen, Parks and Recreation Director 
SUBJECT: AUTHORIZATION TO BID – TAUTPHAUS PARK ZOO ZEBRA 
  BARN 
 
The Division of Parks and Recreation respectfully requests authorization to 
receive bids to reconstruct the Zebra Barn located at the Tautphaus Park Zoo. 
 
      s/ David J. Christiansen 
 
      City of Idaho Falls 
      April 27, 2006 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM: David J. Christiansen, Parks and Recreation Director 
SUBJECT: AUTHORIZATION TO BID - PATHWAY SEAL COATING 
 
The Division of Parks and Recreation respectfully request authorization to 
receive bids to seal coat pathways located on various park properties. 
 
      s/ David J. Christiansen 
 

  It was moved by Councilmember Hally, seconded by Councilmember Groberg, 
that the Consent Agenda be approved in accordance with the recommendations presented.  
Roll call as follows:   
 
  Aye:  Councilmember Groberg 
    Councilmember Hally 
    Councilmember Lyon 
    Councilmember Lehto 
    Councilmember Cornwell 
    Councilmember Hardcastle 
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  Nay:   None 
 
  Motion Carried. 
 

REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 
 
  The Airport Director submitted the following memo: 
 

      City of Idaho Falls 
      April 27, 2006 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Mike Humberd, Director of Aviation 
SUBJECT: ACCEPTING THE FISCAL YEAR 2006 FEDERAL AVIATION 
  ADMINISTRATION GRANT 
 
Attached for City Council acceptance is Fiscal Year 2006 FAA Grant for 
$5,391,619.00.  This grant will be used for this year’s project, the expansion of 
the Southwest General Aviation Ramp.  The Airport Funds will provide the 
required 5% matching fund. 
 
The Airport Division recommends accepting the grant and requests the Mayor 
be authorized to execute the contract documents. 
 
      s/ Mike Humberd 
 

It was moved by Councilmember Lyon, seconded by Councilmember Cornwell, to accept the 
Fiscal Year 2006 Federal Aviation Administration Grant and, further, give authorization for 
the Mayor and City Clerk to execute the necessary documents.  Roll call as follows: 
 
  Aye:  Councilmember Hardcastle 
    Councilmember Lehto 
    Councilmember Cornwell 
    Councilmember Hally 
    Councilmember Lyon 
    Councilmember Groberg 
 
  Nay:  None 
 
  Motion Carried. 
 
  The Acting Idaho Falls Power Director submitted the following memos: 
 

      City of Idaho Falls 
      April 25, 2006 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Jo Fikstad, Power Manager 
SUBJECT: HATCH SUBSTATION – CONSTRUCTION INSPECTOR 
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Idaho Falls Power has received proposals for construction inspection services 
for the Hatch Substation.  A tabulation of responses is attached.  Idaho Power 
Solutions submitted the apparent low quote of $4,029.00 per week.  It is 
estimated these services will be required for approximately 12 weeks. 
 
Idaho Falls Power respectfully recommends award for Hatch Substation 
Construction Inspection Services to Idaho Power Solutions in an amount not 
to exceed $50,000.00. 
 
      s/ Jo Fikstad 
 

It was moved by Councilmember Lehto, seconded by Councilmember Hally, to accept the 
apparent low quote for Construction Inspection Services for Hatch Substation to Idaho 
Power Solutions in an amount not to exceed $50,000.00 and, further, give authorization for 
the Mayor and City Clerk to execute the necessary documents.  Roll call as follows: 
 
  Aye:  Councilmember Cornwell 
    Councilmember Hardcastle 
    Councilmember Hally 
    Councilmember Lyon 
    Councilmember Groberg 
    Councilmember Lehto 
 
  Nay:  None 
 
  Motion Carried. 
 

      City of Idaho Falls 
      April 25, 2006 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Jo Fikstad, Power Manager 
SUBJECT: RETAIL RATE ORDINANCE 
 
Attached for your consideration is a Retail Rate Ordinance establishing certain 
rate adjustments.  Idaho Falls Power respectfully requests adoption of the 
Ordinance. 
 
      s/ Jo Fikstad 

 
Councilmember Lehto explained that this rate reduction is a result of an annual audit of 
the utility.  This is also the second year that a rate adjustment has been proposed.  The 
Ordinance attempts to provide a true cost of service model to all classes of customers.  The 
net change represents different rate adjustments to different classes of customers. 
  Councilmember Lyon expressed his appreciation for the Acting Idaho Falls 
Power Director and the rest of the staff from Idaho Falls Power for their hard work and for 
the fiscally responsible way that they have operated the Division.  He also expressed his 
appreciation for Councilmember Mike Lehto and former Councilmember Bill Shurtleff for 
laying the foundation and doing a tremendous job in bringing a vision to the Electric 
Division that has allowed these rate decreases to take place. 
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  Councilmember Hally recognized the work of Jo Fikstad.  He stated that when 
the City does not utilize the power that is available, then it is sold.  Ms. Fikstad is one of the 
top Power Managers in the Northwest.  One of the reasons why the funds have built up to 
the point where the City Council can recommend this rate decrease, is due to the income 
that has been garnered from selling excess power in a timely manner when the cost of 
power was high. 
   At the request of Councilmember Lehto, the City Attorney read the following 
Ordinance by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2641 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 8-5-30 OF 
THE CITY CODE OF THE CITY OF IDAHO FALLS, 
IDAHO; AMENDING ELECTRICAL RATES FOR 
CUSTOMERS OF THE ELECTRIC LIGHT DIVISION; 
PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE OF 
ORDINANCE. 
 

The foregoing Ordinance was presented by title only.  Councilmember Lehto moved, and 
Councilmember Lyon seconded, that the provisions of Idaho Code Section 50-902 requiring 
all Ordinances to be read by title, and once in full, on three separate dates be dispensed 
with, the Ordinance be passed on all three readings, and, further, give authorization for the 
Mayor and City Clerk to sign the necessary documents.  Roll call as follows: 
 
  Aye:  Councilmember Lehto 
    Councilmember Lyon 
    Councilmember Hardcastle 
    Councilmember Groberg 
    Councilmember Hally 
    Councilmember Cornwell 
 
  Nay:  None 
 
  Motion Carried. 
 
  The Municipal Services Director submitted the following memos: 
 

      City of Idaho Falls 
      April 21, 2006 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM: S. Craig Lords, Municipal Services Director 
SUBJECT: BID IF-06-16, ONE (1) NEW MIDRANGE COMPUTER SYSTEM 
 
Please find attached for your consideration the tabulation for the above 
subject bid. 
 
It is the recommendation of Municipal Services to accept the original bid of 
HTE VAR, LLC to furnish an IBM 15 Express Computer with the required 
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software, warranty/maintenance, and technical support for a Lump Sum Total 
Amount of $71,538.39. 
 
      s/ S. Craig Lords 

 
It was moved by Councilmember Hally, seconded by Councilmember Groberg, to accept the 
original bid of HTE VAR, LLC to furnish an IBM 15 Express Computer with the required 
software, warranty/maintenance, and technical support for a Lump Sum Total Amount of 
$71,538.39.  Roll call as follows: 
 
  Aye:  Councilmember Lyon 
    Councilmember Cornwell 
    Councilmember Groberg 
    Councilmember Hardcastle 
    Councilmember Lehto 
    Councilmember Hally 
 
  Nay:  None 
 
  Motion Carried. 
 

      City of Idaho Falls 
      April 21, 2006 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM: S. Craig Lords, Municipal Services Director 
SUBJECT: BID IF-06-17, SELF CONTAINED BREATHING APPARATUS 
  (SCBA) UNITS WITH ACCESSORIES 
 
Attached for your consideration is the tabulation for the above subject bid. 
 
It is the recommendation of Municipal Services to reject all bids and request 
authorization to re-bid at a later date. 
 
      s/ S. Craig Lords 
 

It was moved by Councilmember Hally, seconded by Councilmember Groberg, to reject all 
bids for the Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) Units with Accessories and, 
further, give authorization to re-bid at a later date.  Roll call as follows: 
 
  Aye:  Councilmember Hally 
    Councilmember Groberg 
    Councilmember Lehto 
    Councilmember Cornwell 
    Councilmember Hardcastle 
    Councilmember Lyon 
 
  Nay:  None 
 
  Motion Carried. 
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      City of Idaho Falls 
      April 24, 2006 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM: S. Craig Lords, Municipal Services Director 
SUBJECT: PLACEMENT OF BOILER AND MACHINERY AND PROPERTY 
  COVERAGE FOR ALL HYDRO PROJECTS 
 
It is respectfully requested that Mayor and Council bind the City’s insurance 
coverage for all of the hydro projects.  The premium for the year beginning 
April 29, 2006 is $304,500.00 with Starr Tech.  Fred A. Moreton and Company 
is the Broker. 
 
      s/ S. Craig Lords 
 

It was moved by Councilmember Hally, seconded by Councilmember Groberg, to bind the 
City’s insurance coverage for all of the hydroelectric projects with Starr Tech, with Fred A. 
Moreton and Company to serve as the broker, in the amount of $304,500.00.  Roll call as 
follows: 
 
  Aye:  Councilmember Cornwell 
    Councilmember Hardcastle 
    Councilmember Hally 
    Councilmember Lyon 
    Councilmember Groberg 
    Councilmember Lehto 
 
  Nay:  None 
 
  Motion Carried. 
 
  The Planning and Building Director submitted the following memos: 
 

      City of Idaho Falls 
      April 20, 2006 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Renée R. Magee, Planning and Building Director 
SUBJECT: FINAL PLAT AND DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT – STONE 
  CREEK ESTATES ADDITION, DIVISION NO. 2 
 
Attached are the Development Agreement and Final Plat for Stone Creek 
Estates Addition, Division No. 2.  This sixteen lot subdivision is located north 
of 49th South (Township Road), east of Little Sand Creek Canal, and west of 
South 25th East (Hitt Road).  It is zoned R-1 (Single-Family Residential).  The 
Planning Commission considered this Final Plat at its November 1, 2005 
Meeting and recommended approval.  This Agreement and Final Plat are now 
being submitted to the Mayor and Council for consideration. 
 
      s/ Renée R. Magee 
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Following is a list of exhibits used in connection with this Development Agreement and 
Final Plat request: 
 
  Exhibit 1 Planning Commission Minutes dated November 1, 2005 
  Exhibit 2 Staff Report dated November 1, 2005 
  Exhibit 3 Copy of Vicinity Map 
  Exhibit 4 Copy of Final Plat 
 
   It was moved by Councilmember Groberg, seconded by Councilmember 
Hardcastle, to approve the Development Agreement for Stone Creek Estates Addition, 
Division No. 2 and, further, give authorization for the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the 
necessary documents.  Roll call as follows: 
 
  Aye:  Councilmember Lehto 
    Councilmember Lyon 
    Councilmember Hardcastle 
    Councilmember Groberg 
    Councilmember Hally 
    Councilmember Cornwell 
 
  Nay:  None 
 
  Motion Carried. 
 
  It was moved by Councilmember Groberg, seconded by Councilmember 
Hardcastle, to accept the Final Plat for Stone Creek Estates Addition, Division No. 2 and, 
further, give authorization for the Mayor, City Engineer, and City Clerk to sign said Final 
Plat.  Roll call as follows: 
 
  Aye:  Councilmember Lyon 
    Councilmember Cornwell 
    Councilmember Groberg 
    Councilmember Hardcastle 
    Councilmember Lehto 
    Councilmember Hally 
 
  Nay:  None 
 
  Motion Carried. 
 

      City of Idaho Falls 
      April 20, 2006 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Renée R. Magee, Planning and Building Director 
SUBJECT: FINAL PLAT AND DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT – CALVARY 
  CHAPEL ADDITION, DIVISION NO. 2 
 
Attached are the Development Agreement and Final Plat for Calvary Chapel 
Addition, Division No. 2.  This one lot plat is located adjacent to and east of 
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25th East (Hitt Road) south of Sunnyside Road.  It is zoned R-1 (Single-Family 
Residential).  The Planning Commission considered this Final Plat as well as 
the Conditional Use Permit for church and parking area expansion at its 
March 21, 2006 Meeting and recommended approval of the Final Plat.  This 
Agreement and Final Plat are now being submitted to the Mayor and Council 
for consideration. 
 
      s/ Renée R. Magee 
 

Following is a list of exhibits used in connection with this Development Agreement and 
Final Plat request: 
 
  Exhibit 1 Planning Commission Minutes dated March 21, 2006 
  Exhibit 2 Staff Report dated March 21, 2006 
  Exhibit 3 Copy of Vicinity Map 
  Exhibit 4 Copy of Final Plat 
 
   It was moved by Councilmember Groberg, seconded by Councilmember 
Hardcastle, to approve the Development Agreement for Calvary Chapel Addition, Division 
No. 2 and, further, give authorization for the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the necessary 
documents.  Roll call as follows: 
 
  Aye:  Councilmember Hally 
    Councilmember Groberg 
    Councilmember Lehto 
    Councilmember Cornwell 
    Councilmember Hardcastle 
    Councilmember Lyon 
 
  Nay:  None 
 
  Motion Carried. 
 
  It was moved by Councilmember Groberg, seconded by Councilmember 
Hardcastle, to accept the Final Plat for Calvary Chapel Addition, Division No. 2 and, further, 
give authorization for the Mayor, City Engineer, and City Clerk to sign said Final Plat.  Roll 
call as follows: 
 
  Aye:  Councilmember Groberg 
    Councilmember Hally 
    Councilmember Lyon 
    Councilmember Lehto 
    Councilmember Cornwell 
    Councilmember Hardcastle 
 
  Nay:  None 
 
  Motion Carried. 
 
  The Public Works Director submitted the following memos: 
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      City of Idaho Falls 
      April 24, 2006 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Chad Stanger, Public Works Director 
SUBJECT: EASEMENT VACATION – LOT 6, BLOCK 1, MCNEIL BUSINESS 
  PARK ADDITION, DIVISION NO. 2 
 
Attached is an Ordinance to vacate certain platted easements located in Lot 6, 
Block 1, McNeil Business Park Addition, Division No. 2.  The property owner 
has dedicated new easements and relocated existing utilities at his expense. 
 
Public Works recommends approval of this Ordinance; and, authorization for 
the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the documents. 
 
      s/ Chad Stanger 
 

At the request of Councilmember Lehto, the City Attorney read the following Ordinance by 
title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2642 
 

AN ORDINANCE VACATING CERTAIN EASEMENTS 
WITHIN THE CITY OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO; 
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBING SAID EASEMENTS; 
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND 
CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND DELIVER ON 
BEHALF OF THE CITY A QUITCLAIM DEED 
CONVEYING THE VACATED EASEMENTS TO THE 
OWNER OF THE ADJACENT LAND, PROVIDING 
FOR EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDINANCE. 
 

The foregoing Ordinance was presented by title only.  Councilmember Lehto moved, and 
Councilmember Hally seconded, that the provisions of Idaho Code Section 50-902 requiring 
all Ordinances to be read by title, and once in full, on three separate dates be dispensed 
with, the Ordinance be passed on all three readings, and, further, give authorization for the 
Mayor and City Clerk to sign the necessary documents.  Roll call as follows: 
 
  Aye:  Councilmember Hardcastle 
    Councilmember Lehto 
    Councilmember Cornwell 
    Councilmember Hally 
    Councilmember Lyon 
    Councilmember Groberg 
 
  Nay:  None 
 
  Motion Carried.  
 



APRIL 27, 2006 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

      City of Idaho Falls 
      April 24, 2006 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Chad Stanger, Public Works Director 
SUBJECT: EASEMENT AGREEMENT – HIGHLAND PARK STREET 
  IMPROVEMENTS, SHAWNA SUTTON 
 
Attached is a proposed easement agreement between the City and Shawna 
Sutton for a permanent public utility easement in the amount of $1,380.00, 
for the Highland Park Street Improvement Project. 
 
Public Works recommends approval of this agreement; and, authorization for 
the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the documents. 
 
      s/ Chad Stanger 
 

It was moved by Councilmember Lehto, seconded by Councilmember Hally, to approve the 
Easement Agreement between the City of Idaho Falls and Shawna Sutton for a permanent 
public utility easement for the Highland Park Street Improvement Project in the amount of 
$1,380.00 and, further, give authorization for the Mayor and City Clerk to execute the 
necessary documents.  Roll call as follows: 
 
  Aye:  Councilmember Cornwell 
    Councilmember Hardcastle 
    Councilmember Hally 
    Councilmember Lyon 
    Councilmember Groberg 
    Councilmember Lehto 
 
  Nay:  None 
 
  Motion Carried. 
 
  It was moved by Councilmember Groberg, seconded by Councilmember 
Hardcastle, to recess Annexation Proceedings for St. Clair Estates Addition, Division No. 11 
and Division No. 12 to the May 11, 2006 Regular Council Meeting.  Roll call as follows: 
 
  Aye:  Councilmember Lyon 
    Councilmember Cornwell 
    Councilmember Groberg 
    Councilmember Hardcastle 
    Councilmember Lehto 
    Councilmember Hally 
 
  Nay:  None 
 
  Motion Carried. 
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  Mayor Fuhriman requested Councilmember Groberg to conduct Annexation 
Proceedings for a Portion of Hitt Road and Old Canal Bed.  At the request of Councilmember 
Groberg, the City Clerk read the following memo from the Planning and Building Director: 
 

      City of Idaho Falls 
      April 21, 2006 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Renée R. Magee, Planning and Building Director 
SUBJECT: ANNEXATION AND INITIAL ZONING OF R-1 – A PORTION OF 
  HITT ROAD AND OLD CANAL BED 
 
Attached is the Annexation Ordinance for a portion of Hitt Road and an old 
canal bed west of the Ammon Wal-Mart, east of Eastern Idaho Technical 
College, and north of 17th Street.  The requested zoning is R-1.  At its 
November 1, 2005 Meeting, the Planning Commission considered this 
annexation request and recommended approval.  This annexation request is 
now being submitted to the Mayor and Council for consideration. 
 
      s/ Renée R. Magee 
 

The Planning and Building Director located the subject area on a map and further 
explained the request.  Following is a list of exhibits used in connection with this 
annexation request: 
 
  Slide 1 Vicinity Map showing surrounding zoning 
  Exhibit 1 Planning Commission Minutes dated November 1, 2005 
  Exhibit 2 Staff Report dated November 1, 2005 
  Exhibit 3 Copy of Vicinity Map 
  Exhibit 4 Copy of Final Plat 
 
  Ben Simpson, 208 East Woodhaven Lane, appeared to ask what “annexation” 
was.  The Planning and Building Director gave a definition of “annexation”, whereby cities 
bring land into their boundaries and provide services, such as utilities, sanitation, police, 
and fire, etc. 
  There being no further discussion either in favor of or in opposition to this 
annexation request, Mayor Fuhriman closed the public hearing. 
  At the request of Councilmember Groberg, the City Attorney read the following 
Ordinance by title only: 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2643 
 

PORTION OF HITT ROAD AND OLD CANAL BED 
 
AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING CERTAIN LANDS TO 
THE CITY OF IDAHO FALLS, IDAHO; DESCRIBING 
THESE LANDS; REQUIRING THE FILING OF THE 
ORDINANCE AND AMENDED CITY MAP AND 
AMENDED LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF THE CITY 
WITH THE APPROPRIATE COUNTY AND STATE 
AUTHORITIES; AND ESTABLISHING EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 
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The foregoing Ordinance was presented by title only.  Councilmember Groberg moved, and 
Councilmember Hardcastle seconded, that the provisions of Idaho Code Section 50-902 
requiring all Ordinances to be read by title, and once in full, on three separate dates be 
dispensed with, the Ordinance be passed on all three readings, and, further, give 
authorization for the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the necessary documents.  Roll call as 
follows: 
 
  Aye:  Councilmember Lyon 
    Councilmember Cornwell 
    Councilmember Groberg 
    Councilmember Hardcastle 
    Councilmember Lehto 
    Councilmember Hally 
 
  Nay:  None 
 
  Motion Carried.  
 
  A public hearing was conducted to consider the initial zoning of the newly 
annexed area.  There being no discussion, it was moved by Councilmember Groberg, 
seconded by Councilmember Hardcastle, to establish the initial zoning of a portion of Hitt 
Road and old canal bed east of ITEC and west of the Ammon Walmart, in Section 21, 
Township 2 North, Range 38, East of the Boise Meridian as R-1 (Single-Family Residential) 
Zoning as presented, that the comprehensive plan be amended to include the area annexed 
herewith, and that the City Planner be instructed to reflect said annexation, zoning and 
amendment to the comprehensive plan on the comprehensive plan and zoning maps located 
in the Planning Office.  Roll call as follows: 
 
  Aye:  Councilmember Groberg 
    Councilmember Hally 
    Councilmember Lyon 
    Councilmember Lehto 
    Councilmember Cornwell 
    Councilmember Hardcastle 
 
  Nay:  None 
 
  Motion Carried. 
 
  Mayor Fuhriman requested Councilmember Groberg to conduct a public 
hearing to consider a Planned Unit Development (PUD) to allow nine (9) eight-plex units 
located generally north of First Street and Lomax Avenue, east of Fanning Avenue, south of 
Garfield Street, west of Evergreen Drive, and legally described as Diamond Park Addition, 
Division No. 1.  At the request of Councilmember Groberg, the City Clerk read the following 
memo from the Planning and Building Director: 
 

      City of Idaho Falls 
      April 21, 2006 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Mayor and City Council 
FROM: Renée R. Magee, Planning and Building Director 
SUBJECT: PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT, DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT, 
  AND FINAL PLAT – DIAMOND PARK ADDITION, DIVISION NO. 1 
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Attached are the Development Agreement, Final Plat, and Site Plan for a 
Planned Unit Development north of and adjacent to the First and Lomax 
Street couplet.  Nine eight-plexes are proposed in the portion of this Planned 
Unit Development zoned R-3.  A storm water retention pond for the 
development is proposed in the portion zoned R-1.  At its March 21, 2006 
Meeting, the Planning Commission held a public hearing on this request and 
recommended approval with conditions which have been incorporated into the 
site plan, landscape plan, and development agreement or will be addressed at 
the building permit stage.  This request is now being submitted to the Mayor 
and Council for consideration. 
 
      s/ Renée R. Magee 
 

The Planning and Building Director located the subject area on a map and further 
explained the request.  Following is a list of exhibits used in connection with this Planned 
Unit Development request: 
 
  Slide 1 Vicinity Map showing surrounding zoning 
  Slide 2 Aerial Photo 
  Slide 3 Site Plan 
  Slide 4 Landscape Plan 
  Slide 5 Front and Rear Building Elevations 
  Slide 6 Building Elevations 
  Slide 7 Site Photo looking at Condominiums west of the site 
  Slide 8 Site Photo looking across the site to the north at Dora Erickson 
    Elementary School 
  Slide 9 Site Photo looking at the northeast corner of the site 
  Slide 10 Site Photo looking at First Street and Lomax Street Couplet 
  Slide 11 Site Photo looking at pedestrian crossing 
  Slide 12 Site Photo looking at pedestrian crossing 
  Slide 13 Site Photo looking at the island at the Couplet at it now exists 
  Slide 14 Site Photo looking to the east from the Couplet 
  Slide 15 Site Photo looking to the east from the Couplet towards the  
    pedestrian crossing 
  Exhibit 1 Planning Commission Minutes dated March 21, 2006 
  Exhibit 2 Staff Report dated March 21, 2006 
  Exhibit 3 Copy of Vicinity Map 
  Exhibit 4 Copy of Final Plat 
 
  The Planning and Building Director stated that there are two driveways 
proposed to this site that are 225 feet apart.  This meets the Access Management 
Guidelines for the spacing of driveways on an arterial street.  Lomax Street is considered to 
be a minor arterial street.  Cottonwood trees will be planted, along with other smaller trees.  
The island will be modified with a turning lane that will allow traffic moving east on First 
Street to turn through the island and access the complex.  The island is also being modified 
to prohibit people leaving the apartment complex to cross the two lanes on Lomax Street in 
order to access First Street.  The Planning and Building Director submitted the following 
letter from Rock and Lila Wickham regarding this Planned Unit Development: 
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Hearing Testimony Diamond Park 
Rock and Lila Wickham 
 
      March 21, 2006 
      990 Northeast 5th Avenue Drive 
      Hillsboro, Oregon  97124 
 
Regarding: Hearing Testimony Planned Unit Development and Final Plat 
  Diamond Park, Division No. 1 
  RRM-050-06 
 
Dear Ms. Magee: 
 
Thank you for your materials you sent on March 17, 2006 in response to the 
concerns that I expressed to you over the telephone on March 7, 2006 
regarding the impact on the property that we own at 220 North Fanning 
Avenue, No. 45.  As I mentioned in our conversation we hoped to get some 
clarification on our concerns prior to submitting testimony for the hearing.  
My elderly mother-in-law resides in the residence on North Fanning and our 
concerns are livability issues for her and long-term property value. 
 
Our primary concerns about the proposed development are four:  1) the overall 
housing density, 2) adequate recreational space for residents, particularly 
children, 3) increased volume of traffic with resultant safety concerns, 4) 
privacy issues for current residents. 
 
Housing Density:  According to staff comments the proposed housing density 
meets the R-3 and R-1 density calculations.  The reports do not indicate the 
anticipated demographics of the dwellings and only include the number of 
dwellings.  It isn’t possible to determine the density impact without knowing 
the anticipated number of people per household; children, parents, elderly.  
Please provide your best estimate of likely household compositions, based 
upon the type of dwellings(s). 
 
Adequate Recreational Area:  According to staff comments common open-
space is designated as 20% of the gross area.  It is hard to evaluate the 
adequacy of this without knowing the demographics of the residents.  If the 
storm retention area is part of this space and other areas that can’t really be 
used as recreational space make up part of this 20% it is likely inadequate for 
the proposed density.  It is necessary to know the actual makeup of the 
common area. 
 
Traffic Volume:  Seems to be underestimated if there are 148 stalls and only 
42 cars leaving and exiting at peak hours.  It would be helpful to know the 
current and anticipated volume combined and how that will impact traffic flow 
during school hours.  Do the peak hours of your assessment take into 
consideration peak hour reflective of school hours?  It is hard to imagine the 
baseline traffic combined with school traffic and these additional residences 
won’t create congestion and safety issues for cars and pedestrians alike. 
 
Privacy Concerns:  The report discusses vinyl fencing around the perimeter of 
the property.  What is the height of the fencing.  Are there anticipated 



 
APRIL 27, 2006 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

accommodations for the second floor windows of the proposed properties 
looking into residences and yards of the current residents?  Perhaps this could 
be accommodated with alignment. 
 
Unfortunately, we are unable to attend the hearing.  We would like to request 
a hearing report.  If this could be provided electronically that should reduce 
cost and paper.  If this is possible please send to:  rock.lila@verizon.net.  If 
not, we do understand there is a likely cost for the information, please indicate 
the amount and desired method of payment. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      s/ Lila Wickham 
      Rock and Lila Wickham 
 

  The Planning and Building Director explained that density of housing units on 
this proposed development is 18 dwelling units per acre.  That is in compliance with the 
zone, which allows for 35 dwelling units per acre.  The townhouses fit the same criteria.  
The Planning and Building Director explained that rental units generally have fewer people 
in them and presented statistics to support that.  Under the provisions of the Zoning 
Ordinance for Planned Unit Developments, 20% of the site needs to be green.  The area 
under the R-3 Zone has 37% landscaping.  In addition to that, there is a 1.1 acre storm 
water retention pond.  There are 148 parking stalls planned for this development.  There are 
72 units in this development and the Zoning Ordinance requires 2 stalls per unit.  This 
project should generate approximately 42 peak hour trips between the hours of 4:00 p.m. to 
6:00 p.m.  According to the Bonneville Metropolitan Planning Organization, Lomax Street 
carries approximately 5,600 vehicles daily.  First Street carries approximately 10,000 
vehicles daily.  Under their long-range transportation plan, the Bonneville Metropolitan 
Planning Organization does not anticipate that this area will approach congestion until 
2025.  Staff has found this Planned Unit Development to be in compliance with the Zoning 
Ordinance.  Set-back, landscaping, and density requirements are also met. 
  Daryl Kofoed, Mountain River Engineering, 1020 Lincoln Road, appeared to 
state that under the Zoning Ordinance, this project could go forward and be half again as 
dense without conducting a public hearing.  He stated that the reason for the Planned Unit 
Development is to condominium-ize the units, similar to Fenway Park.  Mr. Kofoed gave an 
explanation of how traffic could access this area.  The storm water retention pond is not 
large enough for a regulation soccer field. 
  Craig Shull, 175 Evergreen Drive, appeared to ask whether stop signs were the 
only manner of traffic control within the area.  He also requested to know that if the stop 
signs did not take care of the traffic in the area, whether the City would have to incur the 
cost of further traffic controlling measures. 
  Dixie Oswald, 335 First Street (owns 649 Gladstone Drive and 645 Gladstone 
Drive), appeared to state that she taught school at Dora Erickson Elementary School and 
Clair E. Gale Junior High School.  She expressed her concern for the Cottonwood trees that 
are planned for this area.  She questioned whether Garfield Street would remain a closed 
street.  She requested to know whether this eliminated this land from being developed 
commercially.  Mrs. Oswald expressed her concern for flooding of her basement with the 
completion of this development.  She stated that she wanted First Street to remain a 2-way 
street. 
  The Planning and Building Director re-appeared to answer the questions that 
were presented.  The Planning and Building Director explained that there will be right-hand 
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turn only signs at the ingress and egress onto Lomax Street.  The costs of the changes to 
the island are being borne by the developer as they are directly related to the development.  
If additional changes need to be made in the future to take care of future growth, the City 
would have to bear those costs.  She explained, further, that the property is presently zoned 
R-3 which allows for residential development only.  There is no allowance for commercial 
use and would not comply with the Comprehensive Plan for this area.  There is no proposal 
to extend Garfield Street.  The apartment complex is self-contained.  This development will 
not change the routing on First Street.  The Planning and Building Director explained that 
the Cottonwood trees planned for this development are cotton-less Cottonwood trees. 
  There being no further discussion either in favor of or in opposition to this 
Planned Unit Development request, Mayor Fuhriman closed the public hearing. 
  Councilmember Hardcastle stated that should the need for a traffic signal 
become apparent, the Traffic Safety Committee would determine whether it was warranted.  
If it is warranted, the City of Idaho Falls would put in the traffic signal.  Residents in the 
area are not required to fund that traffic signal. 
  Councilmember Lehto stated that the density of this apartment complex is 
approximately half of what could be built in this location under the R-3 Zone. 
  It was moved by Councilmember Groberg, seconded by Councilmember 
Hardcastle, to approve the Planned Unit Development (PUD) to allow nine (9) eight-plex 
units located generally north of First Street and Lomax Avenue, east of Fanning Avenue, 
south of Garfield Street, west of Evergreen Drive, and legally described as Diamond Park 
Addition, Division No. 1.  Roll call as follows: 
 
  Aye:  Councilmember Cornwell 
    Councilmember Hardcastle 
    Councilmember Hally 
    Councilmember Lyon 
    Councilmember Groberg 
    Councilmember Lehto 
 
  Nay:  None 
 
  Motion Carried. 
 
  It was moved by Councilmember Groberg, seconded by Councilmember 
Hardcastle to approve the Development Agreement for Diamond Park Addition, Division No. 
1 and, further, give authorization for the Mayor and City Clerk to execute the necessary 
documents.  Roll call as follows: 
 
  Aye:  Councilmember Lehto 
    Councilmember Lyon 
    Councilmember Hardcastle 
    Councilmember Groberg 
    Councilmember Hally 
    Councilmember Cornwell 
 
  Nay:  None 
 
  Motion Carried. 
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  It was moved by Councilmember Groberg, seconded by Councilmember 
Hardcastle, to accept the Final Plat for Diamond Park Addition, Division No. 1 and, further, 
give authorization for the Mayor, City Engineer, and City Clerk to sign said Final Plat.  Roll 
call as follows: 
 
  Aye:  Councilmember Lyon 
    Councilmember Cornwell 
    Councilmember Groberg 
    Councilmember Hardcastle 
    Councilmember Lehto 
    Councilmember Hally 
 
  Nay:  None 
 
  Motion Carried. 
 
  There being no further business, it was moved by Councilmember Lyon, 
seconded by Councilmember Cornwell, that the meeting adjourn at 8:25 p.m.  
 
 
 
_______________________________________   _____________________________________ 
  CITY CLERK          MAYOR 
 

************************* 
 


