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JUNE 25, 1937 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Minutes of a Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Idaho Falls, Idaho, held June 
18th, 1937, and recessed until June 25th, 1937. 
 There were present at said Meeting:  Chase A. Clark, Mayor; Lee Walker, City Clerk; 
Councilmen Evans, Sutton, Crabtree, Wing, Fanning, Gourley, Mehlhoff; Absent: Wasley; when the 
following report of the Police, Health and Sanitation Committee was read: 
 
           “Idaho Falls, Idaho 
             June 25th, 1937 

Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
Gentlemen: 
 We, the Police, Health and Sanitation Committee, after careful study of the various bids 
and bidders for the garbage removal contract, feel that the best interests of the City will be 
served by awarding the contract to Roe E. Gillespie, and recommend that this  be done.  
 Mr. Gillespie’s bid is $6,874.00 per year. 
 
          s/ E. W. Fanning 
          s/ F. W. Gourley 
          s/ Thos. L. Sutton 

                           Committee” 
 
It was moved by Fanning, seconded by Mehlhoff, that the garbage removal contract be awarded to 
Roe E. Gillespie.  Roll call voting Aye: Sutton, Crabtree, Wing, Fanning, Gourley, Mehlhoff, Evans; 
Absent: Wasley, Motion carried. 
 The following bids on a 500,000 gallon water storage tank were opened and read: 
 

Chicago Bridge & Iron Works  $39,475.00 
Pittsburg- Des Moines Steel Co.    42,450.00 
Olson Mfg. Co.      52,350.00 

 
It was moved by Sutton, seconded by Mehlhoff, that the bid of the Chicago Bridge & Iron Works be 
accepted.    Roll call as voting Aye: Crabtree, Wing, Fanning, Gourley, Mehlhoff, Evans, Sutton; 
Absent: Wasley; Motion carried. 
 The following Resolution was read:  
 

R E S O L U T I O N 
 
 WHEREAS, it is necessary that the City of Idaho Falls obtain additional electric energy 
for the use of the City and its inhabitants; and, 
 WHEREAS, the City Engineer has made examinations, explorations, and surveys of the 
site of the proposed hydro-electric plant at Mesa Falls, and likewise a permit from the 
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Commissioner of Reclamation of the State of Idaho to divert and use the waters of Henry’s 
Fork at Mesa Falls for the purpose of generating electricity; and, 
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 WHEREAS, the City has a permit from the Federal Power Commission for the 
construction of a hydro-electric plant at Mesa Falls, and likewise a permit from the 
Commissioner of Reclamation of the State of Idaho to  divert and use the waters of Henry’s 
Fork at Mesa Falls for the purpose of generating electricity; and 
 WHEREAS, the Works Progress Administration of the United States has granted a large 
sum of money to assist the City in constructing said hydro-electric plant; and, 
 WHEREAS, it is the opinion of the City Engineer and the City Council that said site at 
Mesa Falls is the only feasible site available for the construction and operation of a hydro-
electric plant by the City of Idaho Falls; and, 
 WHEREAS,  the Montana Power Company owns land at and adjacent to the said site, a 
portion of which land must be occupied and used by the City in the construction and 
operation of said proposed power plant and said power plant   cannot be constructed or 
operated without the use of a portion of said land; and, 
 WHEREAS, the City has sought to be used and taken, and to settle with said Company 
for the damages which might result to its property from the taking thereof, and said City was 
unable to make any reasonable bargain therefore or settlement of such damages; 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Attorney be, and he hereby is, 
authorized to institute and prosecute eminent domain proceedings against the said Montana 
Power Company for the purpose of acquiring, taking and using the following described land, 
easement and rights of way, to-wit:  
 

Description of land for Power House and Surge Tank 
 

  Beginning at a point on the East line of the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter 
of Section 13, T.10 N. R. 43 E.B.M. that is 392 feet South of the Northeast corner of said 
Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter and running thence South 373 along said East 
line,  thence N.47 degrees 43’ W. 237 feet, thence North 213 feet parallel to said East line, 
thence East 175 feet more or less to the point of beginning, containing 1.17 acres, more or less, 
and all being a part of the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section 13, T.10 N. 
R. 43 E. B. M. 
 

Description of Easement for Tunnel 
 
 Easement to construct, maintain and operate a tunnel approximately ten feet in 
diameter, concrete lined, to carry water from the diversion dam to the power house at Mesa 
Falls Power Development.  The same to be approximately 35 feet underground, as it 
encroaches upon the property of the Montana Power Co. the center line of which is described 
as follows: 
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 Beginning at a point on the North line of the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest 
Quarter of Section 13.T 10 N.R. 43 E. B. M.  that is 168 feet West of the Northeast corner of the 
said Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter and running thence South Six degrees, 20’ E. 
394 feet to the North line of the tract described above. 
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Description of Easement for Transmission Line 
  

Description of easement for transmission line as it encroaches upon the property of the 
Montana Power Co.  The line to be high voltage and shall be constructed on wood poles in 
accordance  with the rules as set forth in the National Electric Safety Code, Bureau  of 
Standards Handbook #3 as to mechanical strength, mechanical and electrical clearances, etc.  
The easement shall grant the right to construct patrol, maintain and operate the same. And 
remove any trees or other hazards within reasonable distance on either side of the line that 
would be a menace   to continuous operation of the same.  The center line of the line is 
described as follows: 
 
 Beginning at a point on the East line of the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter 
of Section 13, T. 10 N R.  E. B. M. that is 697 feet South of the Northeast corner of said 
Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter and running thence S. 18 degrees 29’ E. 1320 feet, 
more or less, to the East line of the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 24, T. 
N.R. E.B.M. 

 
Description of Easement for Road 

 
 Description of easement for road encroachment upon the property of the Montana 
Power Co., the easement to extend twenty-five feet both sides of the center line description.  
The road will be used to transport materials and equipment to the site of the power house 
tunnel, and surge tank during construction, and for necessary transportation in operation and 
maintenance of the same after completion. 
 Beginning at a point on the North line of the Southeast Quarter of the Southwest 
Quarter of Section 13, T. 10 N. R. E. B. M. that is 120 feet East of the Northwest corner of said 
Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter and running thence S. 21 degrees 45’  W. 390 feet, 
thence S. 42 degrees 06’ E. 168 feet, thence S. 71 degrees 15’ E. 65 feet, thence No. 42 degrees 49‘ 
E. 697 feet more or less to the North line of said Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of 
Section 13, T 10 N. R. 43 E. B. M. containing .27 acres more or less.  
 
 AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the said lands easements and rights of way 
herein before described are necessary for the public as herein before set forth, and are hereby 
appropriated and dedicated to public use, to wit, as a site for the construction of a hydro-
electric plant and other structures appurtenant thereto to be designed, constructed and used in 
the generation of electric energy for the use of the City of Idaho Falls and its inhabitants. 
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 It was moved by Evans, seconded by Crabtree, that the Resolution be adopted.  Roll call voting 
Aye: Wing, Fanning, Gourley, Mehlhoff, Evans, Sutton, Crabtree; Absent: Wasley; Motion carried. 
 The Mayor appointed  W. A. Baker and F. E. McClure to act on the Public Library Board for 
another term.  It was moved by Gourley, seconded by Wing, that the appointment be confirmed.   
Roll call voting Aye: Fanning, Gourley, Mehlhoff, Evans, Sutton, Crabtree, Wing; Absent: Wasley; 
Motion carried.   
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 The Mayor stated that the property owners on Emerson Avenue between 9th and 10th Streets 
wanted this Block paved, and the cost would be $921.06.  The property owners will pay $614.04 if the 
City will pay one-third, or $307.02.   It was moved by Crabtree, seconded by Evans, that the City pay 
one-third of the cost of the paving of this Block, $307.02.  Roll call voting Aye: Gourley, Mehlhoff, 
Evans, Sutton, Crabtree, Wing, Fanning; Absent: Wasley; Motion carried. 
 Councilman Fanning, Chairman of the Police Committee, stated that they had received bids 
from the local automobile dealers for a new car for the Police Department and after considering all 
bids, the Committee recommends that the bid of the Gem State Auto Sales, Inc. for a Packard Sedan, 
$1193.00 less allowance for used Ford, $478.00, making $715.00 be accepted.  It was moved by 
Fanning, seconded by Sutton, that the bid of the Gem State Auto Sales, Inc. of $715.00 for a new 
Packard Sedan be accepted.  Roll call voting Aye: Mehlhoff, Evans, Sutton, Crabtree, Wing, Fanning, 
Gourley; Absent: Wasley; Motion carried. 
 It was moved by Fanning, seconded by Mehlhoff, that the Chief of Police be authorized to 
attend the Police Convention at Oakland, California, and be allowed $90.00 expenses.   Roll call 
voting Aye: Evans, Sutton, Crabtree, Wing, Fanning, Gourley, Mehlhoff; Absent: Wasley; Motion 
carried. 
 The following letter was read: 
 

Street Project 
 

Make 17th a through street from Ammon Highway at Holmes Avenue, west to Curtis.  
This will help keep much of the heavy traffic off of 13th and other residence streets. 

From Boulevard to Emerson – 17th Street runs along the South bank of the Idaho Canal 
and is in the borrow pit made by the irrigation company when building its canal bank.  This 
street has been partly filled in during the past several years, but should be filled about 2 ft. 
more for a distance of 1000 feet to make a good street of 30 feet in width.  Since this fill would 
help strengthen  the canal bank the Idaho Canal Company have agreed to let the City have its 
drag line to load trucks with material to make this fill.  The Morrison-Knudsen Company  has 
excess material at various places that can be windrowed or piled up so that it will be easy to 
load.  The City will have to furnish the trucks.  If dump trucks are used the material can be put 
in for about 20¢ per yard or, on the basis of approximately 2000 cubic yards would cost 
approximately $400.00  It might also be possible to  get building contractors and others to 
dump their waste material on this street which would cut down the amount required to be put 
in by the City. 

         s/ E. V. Berg” 



 

 5 

 
The Mayor referred the letter to the Street & Alley Committee. 
 It was moved by Crabtree, seconded by Gourley, that the Meeting adjourn.  Roll call voting 
Aye: Sutton, Crabtree, Wing, Fanning, Gourley, Mehlhoff, Evans; Absent: Wasley; Motion carried. 
 
 ATTEST: s/ Lee Walker       s/ Chance A. Clark 
                                CITY CLERK                 MAYOR 


