PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MINUTES
Monday, August 6, 2018
ACTIVITY CENTER
12:00 Noon
ATTENDANCE
In Attendance: B. Combo, M. Dingman, D. Pennock, T. Hersh, B. Lee, K. Hope, D. Radford, K.
Millgate, M. Hill, B. Martin, R. Campbell, G. Weitzel, P. Holm
Members not in attendance: J. Forbes, J. Hammon, J. LoBuono, P. Lloyd, W. Johnson
PUBLIC COMMENT
 Brenda Dawson commented on the petition for a splash pad at Reinhart Park. She
offered her assistance in helping the Parks and Recreation Commission in any way she
can to get a spray park in Idaho Falls. She explained the frustration of citizens on the
Westside of town having to drive to Ammon’s small and overly used spray park, or
having to journey to Rexburg to enjoy a pool or water feature.
 Michelle Bluemel also commented on people’s frustration that there are no water
attractions on the Westside of town and that she believes that Reinhart Park is not
being used to its full potential.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
T. Hersh motioned to approve the June 4, 2018 minutes. K. Hope seconded. All in favor.
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION ORDINANCE – M. DINGMAN
M. Dingman reported on the following:
 There will be a change of the Parks and Recreation Commission agenda moving forward.
The Parks and Recreation Commission ordinance was reviewed and M. Dingman
reiterated that the board needs to work more closely with the Parks and Recreation
Director and the City Council in making actual tangible changes that will benefit our
community. The ordinance was referred to several times. She highlighted the “Duties”
definition in the ordinance to clarify her point that the board must adhere to this
definition.
 It was decided that no further time consuming member reports will be made by
superintendents and board members. All reports will be summarized by G. Weitzel
hence forth. There was a positive comment by each board member on these changes.




She advised that the City Council already committed to a splash pad several years ago
when it was being planned for a Memorial Drive location. There was discussion.
She advised the City Council needs the guidance of the Parks and Recreation
Commission on a location for the splash pad.

PARKS AND RECREATION SYSTEM MASTER PLAN RFQ – G. WEITZEL
G. Weitzel reported on the following:
 The Request for Qualifications packet was passed to the board and reviewed. The Parks
and Recreation Commission will be selecting a consultant team and then working with
them to come up with a parks plan for the next five, ten, to twenty years. He discussed
the scope of the plan and advised that this strategic future Master Plan is to guide clear
decisions on present and future maintenance of a world-class parks and recreation
system.
 He advised the dates of the consultant selection schedule.
 He anticipates a public meeting before the new year.
 He recommends citizens who are interested in the department’s future park plans to
visit www.ifparksplans.com.
REINHART POOL PETITION – G. WEITZEL
G. Weitzel reported on the following:
 The spray park petition on Change.org and the Post Register poll regarding the park.
 The funding in the budget for the spray park.
 The decisions that will need to be made on the location or locations for splash pads in
the future, and that we will need feedback from the community on their wants and
needs.
CALL FOR AGENDA ITEMS
Meeting adjourned at 12:52
Next meeting will be held September 10th, 2018.
Recorded by:
Tracy Sessions, Clerk, Parks & Recreation

Honorable Mayor and Council
Brad Cramer, Director
September 13, 2018

September 11, 2018, Planning Commission Action

Planning Commission took the following action during the September 11, 2018 meeting.
1.

ANNX18-013: Annexation and Initial Zoning of I&M. Generally south of E 33rd N, west of N
Holmes Ave., north of E Anderson St., and east of US Hwy 20. On 9/11/18, the Planning &
Zoning Commission recommended to the Mayor and City Council approval of the annexation and
initial zoning as presented.

2.

ANNX18-011: Annexation and Initial Zoning of R1. Generally west of S 5th W and east of S
15th W. On September 11, 2018 the Planning and Zoning Commission recommended to the Mayor
and City Council approval of the annexation and initial zoning of R1 as presented.

3.

RZON18-015: Rezone from PB to R3A. Generally south of John Adams Pkwy., west of S
Woodruff Ave., north of E 9th St., and east of St Clair Rd. On 9/11/18, the Planning & Zoning
Commission recommended to the Mayor and City Council approval of the rezone as presented.

4.

RZON18-016: Rezone from R3A, R2, and RP to LC. Generally south of Kearney St., west of
the Meppen Canal, north of E 1st St., and east of N Woodruff Ave. On September 11, 2018 the
Planning and Zoning Commission recommended the to Mayor and City Council approval of the
rezone request if City Council approved the vacation request of Carol Avenue. The recommendation
was made on a 5-4 split vote.

5.

ANNX18-012: Annexation and Initial Zoning of HC, LC, and R2. Generally south of W
Broadway, west of I-15, north of Pancheri Dr., and east of S Saturn Ave. On September 11,
2018 the Planning and Zoning Commission recommended to the Mayor and City Council approval
of the annexation and initial zoning of HC, LC and R2.

RECOMMENDED COUNCIL ACTION: To receive recommendation(s) from the Planning and
Zoning Commission pursuant to the Local Land Use Planning Act (LLUPA).
PC Action 9/11/2018

Districted Driving Ordinance
In a 2015 study 96% of the survey respondents said he or she is a
safe driver, but 56% of the same group admitted to using the phone
while driving.
It takes only 3 seconds after a driver’s attention has been diverted from
the road for an accident to occur.
In 2015 391,000 injuries were attributed to distracted driving related
accidents. In that same year, distracted driving was cited as a major
factor in 3,477 traffic deaths.
9 people in the U.S. are killed each day as a result of crashes involving
a distracted driver, according to the Department of Motor Vehicles.
Distracted driving accounts for approximately 25% of all motor vehicle
fatalities.
Car accidents are now the number one killer of teens in the U.S.
16 to 19 year-olds are three times more likely to be involved in a fatal
car crash than any other age group. At the time of fatal crashes, teens
have been the largest age group that reported being distracted while
driving. Driver distraction is reported to be responsible for more
than 58% of teen crashes.
Since there is no easy way to test for distracted driving after an accident
occurs, it’s widely believed that the number of crashes, injuries, and
fatalities caused by distracted driving are vastly under reported.
Distracted driving is commonly referred to as the, “new drunk driving”.
Driving distracted is compared to drunk driving since it follows the same
psychological pattern: when drivers get away with driving distracted,
they then continue to practice this bad habit until a crash occurs or until
they are caught and suffer consequences.
Distracted driving has been called an American epidemic and is
completely preventable.

From The Washington Post:
Despite laws restricting talking and texting while driving in many states, a
shocking new survey out Monday found nearly 90 percent of drivers said they
used their smartphones while on the road.
On average, drivers spent 3.5 minutes per hour on their phones, a frightening
finding because a 2-second distraction increases the likelihood of a crash
by 20 times.
The study also looked at National Safety Council statistics to show that after a
steady 40-year decline, the number of traffic deaths surpassed 40,000 in 2016
the first time in 10 years, an increase of 6 percent from 2015.
Zendrive, a driver analytics company, examined the habits of 3.1 million
drivers who took 570 million trips over 5.6 billion miles from December 2016 to
February 2017. Of the 10 states with the least distracted drivers, six of them
banned cellphone use while driving, including the top two — Oregon and
Washington.
A spokeswoman for the Governors Highway Safety Association said
distracted driving is a “challenging behavior to break” because much of it is
linked to simple daily activities like remembering to call somebody while
driving to the store. Despite advertising campaigns to alert people to the
dangers and state laws prohibiting the use of cell phones, the meaning
doesn’t always register. “Drivers are getting the message, but not taking it to
heart,” said Kara Macek, the GHSA spokeswoman. “They know they shouldn’t
be doing it and are well aware of the laws.”

From The Huff Post:
Highway deaths in the United States increased from 2014 to 2015 and from 2015 to 2016, reversing what
had been a general decline since 2007. There are now nearly 4,000 distracted driving-related deaths
each year. However, since there is no “blood test” for distracted driving many, many experts contend that
distracted driving crashes, injuries, and fatalities are vastly under reported.
More than ten of us are killed and 1,000 are injured every day in the U.S. as a result of distracted driving.
According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), 2015 fatalities attributable to
distracted driving increased on a percentage basis faster than those caused by drunk driving, speeding,
or failing to wear seat belts. AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety notes that more than 50 percent of serious
teen crashes are now believed to be caused by distractions.
Most of us would agree that drunk driving is not socially acceptable, but many don’t view distracted
driving the same. Until we change the way we view distracted driving, until we look at the texting and
tweeting driver the way we look at the drunk driver, more families will grieve the loss of a loved one as a
result of a senseless distracted driving crash.
So, why am I optimistic that we can stem the tide and reduce distracted driving statistics nationwide?
Because there are signs that we may have already begun to change the way we look at distracted driving.
Since 2010, I have spoken with about 100,000 students and close to 15,000 adults about distracted
driving. When asked to describe a video of a distracted driver, adults will use words like “risky,”
“dangerous,” or “crazy.” In contrast, students who view the same video will describe that driver as “selfish”
and “irresponsible.” It is a rare adult who will describe the driver as being selfish. Adults describe the
situation, while students describe the driver. If we want to change the way we view distracted driving,
don’t we need to target the driver and the driver’s choice to drive distracted? As one student recently told
me, “It’s all about personal accountability.”
Many of us drive distracted and often get away with it – meaning that we haven’t yet been in a crash. So,
it should not be surprising when I suggest to drivers that their driving is risky they consistently reply, “But I
have never been in a crash.” On the other hand, many of these drivers will concede that texting while
driving a car is all about them and could be viewed as selfish. A lack of understanding about the riskiness
of driving behaviors is clearly part of the problem, but efforts focusing on the best ways to get that
message across have been lacking.

