IDAHO FALLS PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT
Conditional Use Permit for a new Zoo Maeck Education Center
M&B: Approximately 82.84 Acres SW1/4 Section 30, T 2N, R 38E
March 6, 2018
Applicant: Myer –

Anderson (Richard
Creason)
Location: Generally south of
W 21st St, west of S
Boulevard, north of W
Sunnyside Rd., and east of
Rollandet Ave.
Size:

Approx. 82.84 acres

Existing Zoning:
Site: R-1
North: R-1
South: R-1
East: R-1
West: R-1
Existing Land Uses:
Site: Semi developed
North: Park
South: Residential
East: Park
West: Park/Zoo
Future Land Use Map:
Parks, Recreation
Attachments:
1. Maps
2. Aerials
3. Concepts
4. Elevations
5. Photos

Community
Development
Services

Requested Action: Approval of a conditional use permit for a
new Zoo Maeck Education Center at Tautphus Park located at
intersection of Rogers Street and Carnival Way.
Staff Comments: The Idaho Falls Zoo would like to
construct a new education facility on a portion of Tautphus
Park adjacent to existing gift and admission structure for the
Zoo. A donation from the Maeck Foundation and additional
funding from the Zoological Society will make this facility
possible. The new building is expected to accommodate more
than 200 students. The center will contain three classrooms
that can be combined into one large multipurpose room. In
addition to the classrooms the structure will also have
restrooms, offices, serving area, and storage. The proposed
site will create 5 additional parking spaces. The new center
will be approximately 20’ in height and 4,500 SF. Shielded
lighting will be provided at entries and exits.
The site was selected to create visible frontage from both
Rogers St. and Carnival Way. In addition a side setback of 20’
on the south of the proposed building was a key consideration.
Several new utilities: water, storm drain system, power will
run south of the proposed structure through the proposed
vacated section of Rogers St. Fire is requiring a 20 foot fire
access unless hydrant to the west is relocated or an additional
hydrant is installed east of the Center. The 20’ required fire
access width and proposed position of the structure will cause
current vegetation to be removed. As of the time of
preparation of this staff report applicant has decided to install
a Hydrant to the Southeast of the Structure. This could allow
for the preservation of the vegetation along the south,
otherwise most of it if not all will need to be removed.
Fencing around the Zoo is currently black chain-link. Fencing
at the perimeter of the Tauphus Park is a mesh wire type
fence. It is unclear if this is the Parks fence or the
neighborhood fence.
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The Park property and residential neighborhood to the south are both zoned R-1. Generally
buffering is not required between properties with the same zone. Because of the nature of the use
and the potential adverse impacts to the residential properties to the south staff would
recommend that buffering be addressed. Commercial zones that allow a similar assembly use
require a minimum ten foot (10’) foot landscape buffer with trees spaced at twenty foot (20’)
intervals or a six foot (6’) opaque fence from the R-1 zone. Staff would recommend a similar
buffer be applied along the south property line of the site.
Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the CUP for the Maeck Education
Center with the following condition buffering of either a minimum ten foot (10’) foot landscape
buffer with trees spaced at twenty foot (20’) intervals or a six foot (6’) opaque fence shall be
provided.
Comprehensive Plan Policies:
Pg. 6 "Tree Idaho Falls"
Idaho Falls and the agricultural regions surrounding the city were built from the desert. When
people speak to us about what they wish to see in the City in the future, trees are almost a
universal dream for the future: trees lining residential streets, boulevards with trees in the
medians, trees in neighborhood parks and on school yards, trees in commercial developments,
and trees lining the entrance ways to the City.
Trees not only provide an oasis from the high desert. When properly selected and located, trees
can screen noise and views. Trees reduce air pollution. Depending on location and species, trees
reduce street temperatures and home owners' energy costs. Trees along bodies of water reduce
bank erosion and silt. In a community setting, trees add beauty and a sense of place.
Pg. 98 COMMUNITY VIEWPOINTS AND PRIORITIES: SPRING AND SUMMER, 2005
The objectives of the 2005 citizen participation program were to:
1. To discover if the community feels the comprehensive plan is current.
2. To learn what the citizens think: values, opinion, priorities.
3. To assure the citizen participation events provide useful information to assess the current plan
and make any necessary revisions.
Approximately 1,900 people were involved in a four month period. The Commission hosted ten
listening posts and additionally made eight presentations to community groups in an effort to
reach as many people as possible.
The first phase of the program asked citizens to identify their favorite place, the best and worse
features of the city, and their concerns about future development. The Snake River and
Greenbelt, parks and downtown were identified as both peoples’ favorite place and very best
features of Idaho Falls. For many, the people, the community atmosphere, cleanliness of the city,
landscaping, and regional location were the best features. Others liked the shopping
opportunities, the public services, and Tautphaus Park Zoo.
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Zoning:
10-3-6 (J) Conditional Use Permits
(1) Purpose. The purpose of this Section is to allow integration of various uses into the
community which may be prohibited by the Zoning Code in a particular zone but which may be
permitted at a specific location subject to conditions specified by the Zoning Code, which
conditions will ensure the use will not substantially disrupt the character and harmony of the
surrounding area and will ensure the proposed use does not materially contravene the objectives
of the particular Zone or conflict with the general characteristics of the particular area designated
in the Comprehensive Plan.
(2) Authority of Planning Commission. The Planning Commission, without approval of the
Council, may grant the following conditional use permits:
(a) Permits for public and semi-public parks, playgrounds and schools, subject to the
conditions and standards as set forth in the Special Provisions Applying to
Miscellaneous Uses section of this Zoning Code.
10-3-6 (L) Additional Conditions. In addition to the conditions specified by the Zoning Code
for conditional uses in each particular Zone, the Planning Commission or Council may impose
additional conditions not inconsistent with the purposes set forth in this section, including, but
not limited to those:
(1) Minimizing adverse impact on other developments or adjacent properties.
(2) Controlling the sequence and timing of development.
(3) Controlling the duration of development.
(4) Assuring the development is maintained properly.
(5) Designating the exact location and nature of development.
(6) Requiring landscaping of on-site or off-site public facilities or services.
(7) Restricting the hours of operation of any business or other commercial activity
conducted on the premises.
(8) Such other conditions as may be necessary to preserve the character and harmony of
the zone and avoid conflict with the general characteristics of the area designated in the
Comprehensive Plan.
Prior to granting a conditional use permit, the Planning Commission or Council may require
studies of the social, economic, fiscal or environmental effects of the proposed conditional use,
and may require the submission of a development plan in accordance with Development Plan
requirements of the Residential Shopping Center Zone Subsection of this Zoning Code.

10-3-5 (Z) Special Provisions Applying to Miscellaneous Uses (2) Public and Semi-Public
Parks, Playgrounds, and Schools.
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(a) Intent of this Provision.
(i) To foster the appropriate location and layout of public parks and playgrounds.
(ii) To harmonize the various features and facilities of parks and playgrounds with the
surrounding area, so as to produce sound, stable residential neighborhoods.
(iii) To foster a coordination of public recreational facilities on the part of the City, the
School Districts, and other public and semi-public agencies.
(b) Approval Necessary - Plans. Before a permit for the construction of a public or semi-public
park, playground or school shall be issued by the Zoning Administrator, the overall plan of said
park, playground or school shall be prepared and submitted to the Planning Commission. The
Planning Commission may also act on its own initiative in preparing and approving plans for
parks and playgrounds. An application for approval of a permit shall be accompanied by plans
showing the general layout and location of roadways, entrances and exits, walks, paths and
buildings and structures; the general layout and location of landscaped areas, play areas, play
apparatus areas, hard-surfaced areas, off-street parking, drainage, water supply, sewerage and
other features of design.
(c) Standards and Requirements.
(i) Trees, shrubs, grass and other forms of landscaping shall be provided in sufficient
quantities to insure a park-like appearance.
(ii) Facilities involving lights shall be so located, and the lights shall be designed and located
so that glare and discomfort will not be unreasonably detrimental to surrounding residences.
(iii) Off-street parking areas and other facilities which attract or are intended to accommodate
spectators, shall be screened or located so that the detrimental effects of noise and traffic on
any surrounding residential area will be kept to a minimum.

(iv) The entire layout and design of the park and playground shall be so arranged as to
harmonize with the objectives and characteristics of the Zone in which the park and
playground are located.
(v) Adequate ingress and egress shall be provided for both vehicles and pedestrians which the
park, playground or school is intended to serve.
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