PARKS & RECREATION 
SHADE TREE COMMITTEE MINUTES

Tuesday January 28, 2020
Activity Center
12:00 Noon
ATTENDEES:
Hannah Payne, Lee Washburn, Matt Hill, Randy Westergard, Kim Johnson, Ronnie Campbell, Aaron McCracken Brian Stevens and Rebecca Casper
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Brian Stevens (If Ride Away was changed to Right of Way in the minutes –Terrie changed it) Kim Johnson 2nd
Public comments:
N/A
Arbor Day 2020:
Lee suggest Poitevin Park, it is bare and only has a few perimeter trees, they are old and will need replaced soon. Brian asked about Sunnyside Park, the only problem is that there are too many ball fields. Randy suggest the park by Garfield street, but Lee said it really is not a park. Brian said the Mayor wanted it to be around the Pinecrest Golf Course, is there irrigation there? Sam said no. Lee said it is just for drainage not meant for a landscape. Randy asked if we plant trees there will the road salt hurt the trees being that close to the street.
(Mayor came into the meeting so we can address this with her) Mayor said Pinecrest is not a good place for children.

Kim asked about Old Butte Soccer Complex, Ronnie thinks it is a good place with irrigation.

Matt asked Mayor what age she would like for help with Arbor Day, She suggest kids in 3rd thru 6th grade. Kim and Lee agree. Some of the schools to look at are Fox Hallow, Temple View, Westside for Old Butte for Community Park maybe Longfellow and Edgemont. Matt said the INL may help with bussing. 
Street Tree trimming:
Lee said our focus has been on River walk and hazardous trees. Lee says they have not started the trees in the Freeman zone because of the snow piled up on the sides of the roads, the roads are to narrow for the bucket truck right now .Ronnie said the street trees are a struggle and some still need to be addressed. Hannah said there is not much compliance from the homeowners, maybe 25% actually trimmed their trees.

Ronnie suggest we start replacing our Ash trees now before the Emerald Ash Bore gets here and kills all of the Ash trees in the city. Kim said it has already hit Colorado and most states have already started replacing their Ash trees, our City tree canopy is mostly Ash trees. Five wholesale nurseries have already cut out Ash trees in their inventory. Mayor asked if the Ash tree wood was useful for anything (fire wood Crafts)? It is beautiful wood for crafts but if it has the Bore then you don’t want to take it home or to camp for fire wood or you will just spread the Bore to you home trees and forest 
Energy Saving Program:
Randy said it will be hard to prove the savings without being metered and we need to get more information on the program. Gerry Bates will have more information on it.
Can we add shade tree to facebook and get some feed back from citizens?
Move to a later meeting. 
Earth Day 50th Anniversary:
Lee said Horticulture will bring their small topiaries to Tautphaus for Earth Day and Mayor said people are very excited for that. 
Mayor suggest Shade Tree do something along the lines of Tree trimming, pruning 101, what trees to plant and something for fun for kids.
CHANGES TO ORDINANCE:
Lee showed a list of trees to put in the new ordinance. Ronnie asked if they were water wise trees Lee said some of them. Mayor asked who approves the tree list, Lee said Shade Tree Committee members recommend the change then it goes to City Council to be approved. Mayor suggest we make a public comment on the changes being made to the ordinance. Do a Press release with our new tree list. Kim asked if the trees were available at our local nurseries and if not maybe talk to them, get their recommendations, send them our recommended trees, and ask if they can start carrying some of them. Aaron suggest we add more variety Brian said there are different species in the same trees to substitute. Lee is asking Shade Tree Members to give their ideas on what to use. Brian suggest we categorize them Small (20’), Medium (30’) and Large (40’+).

Ronnie asked if we need to revise the power part of the ordinance also. Yes we do. Lee said we want to update our tree books also they have not been done in a long time, Aaron suggest we put a committee together like last time to put the books together Ronnie said legal wants to look at the Ordinance again as soon as we add the new trees and height requirements.
CALL FOR AGENDA ITEMS:
Street Trees
New tree ordinance
Recorded by
Terrie Safford
