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1. Trinity United Methodist Church
237 North Water Avenue

Jason Lee, pioneer Methodist missionary, preached the
first sermon in Idaho near Fort Hall in 1834. In the fall of 1883,
Reverend E. B. Elder and six charter members; Mrs. Anna Davis
Elder, Mrs. Susan Watts, Miss Sallie Austin, Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Lon
g, Mrs. W. B. Green and Mrs. Sarah E. Crown, organized the First
Methodist Episcopal Church in Eagle Rock. At the time, services
were held in the old frame school house in the middle of Elm Street,
just east of Water Ave. The pastor lived in Blackfoot and drove over
mud or snow each month to preach. The pastor’s wife was very
involved in the church work, and through her efforts, $110.00 was
raised toward the erection of the church building. The Little Estey
organ was purchased through her efforts.
In 1886, 100 feet of our present corner lot was purchased
for $285 for a building site. The local newspaper, the Idaho
Register, criticized the plan saying “We thought a church was built
to serve the community, the why did the Methodists go out in the
country to buy a building lot?” By 1895, the cornerstone for a small
frame structure was laid by Rev. C. R. Kellerman, Presiding Elder,
Rev. R. M. Hardman, Episcopalian pastor assisted by Rev Dawson,
Presbyterian pastor MccLelland, Van Engle Baptist and Steele of
the Swedish Mission. The little church had a bell tower with a bell,
a small reed organ, chairs. And a central stove with a long pipe to
reach the chimney.
In 1916, Dan Sweeney was given a contract for $47,000 for
construction of the stone building which includes our sanctuary and
narthex. Fire razed the old wood-frame church during construction
of the stone structure, forcing the congregation to worship for
several months in a temporary location. Local stone was quarried
north of Heise and was used to construct the Tudor Gothic style
structure. The Hillgreen-Lane organ was purchased for $3,500.

The stained glass windows were manufactured in West
Virginia using a unique process of pouring large sheets of glass
to provide continuity and color flow from one pane to the next,
making them irreplaceable. The church was dedicated to the glory
of God in 1917.
The education wing was added in 1948. Again, Dan Sweeney
was the building and the rock came from the same quarry, so that
the new additions fit perfectly with the original structure. The
elevator was installed in 2004. In the late 1950’s, Trinity sponsored
the establishment of a second Methodist Church here in Idaho
Falls, St. Paul’s Methodist Church.
In 1983, Trinity celebrated its Centennial. The theme of the
celebration was “Faith, Hope, and Love: God With Us”. Now in its
second century of service to God and humanity, Trinity continues
to build on the foundation of its past and the promise of its future.

2. First Presbyterian Church
325 Elm Street

The Presbyterian Church of Idaho Falls was organized on
April 29, 1891. The first church was built on the corner of Shoup
Avenue and A stree. It was dedicated on April 24, 1892 at the cost
of $1600. The choir was organized within a year. The church was
carpeted, painted, window shades were installed, and a 1200 lb
bell was hung.
In 1917, the reverend Arthur Richards came as the pastor.
During his tenure, property for a new building was bought, and the
frame church was sold for the down payments of the new building.
Having no place of worship, the congregation built and moved
in the tabernacle on Eastern
Avenue. It was constructed in
one week, at the cost of $318.
It was covered in tar paper
and had a floor of sawdust. It
was too cold in the winter to
hold services, but so hot in the
summer that the tar would drip
on the worshippers. Thus it was
dubbed “The Tar Paper Shack by the railroad track.”
The new building was designed in the Greek Classic Style
and set on a terrace, suggestive of the Greek Hills. The plans were
drawn by J.C. Fulton. The four large Ionic Monolithic columns at
the entrance were the largest ever taken from the Boise Sandstone
Quarry. Ground was broken for the present building July 16,
1918, and the cornerstone was laid April 27, 1919. The cost of the
building was $90,000. Glass was furnished by the Povery Brothers

of Portland. The North Window was given by George M. Scott in
memory of his late wife, Kate Scott, who was a devoted member of
the church. The south window was in the memorial to the men who
served our country in World War I, and was given by the mothers of
those men.
The sanctuary was filled with scaffolding as men were
plastering the dome. Before the scaffolds were removed, the
interior of the dome was painted, lace like flowers were imprinted
on the lower ring, and the brackets were artistically colored. The
organ was donated by the Ladies Auxiliary and Mr. Bowen Curly. It
was a memorial to Mrs. Kate Curley (Kate Curley Park) who was a
dedicated member to the church. It cost was $7,500. The women
of the church started the fund drive in 1914. The fireplaces in the
ladies parlor (now the church offices) were donated by the Good
Fellowship Club. Many active members came together to complete
the church by doing work on the interior, plumbing, electrical, etc.

3. St. Lukes Episcopal Church
270 North Placer Avenue

The first Episcopal Church in Idaho Falls, St John’s, was
established in 1895 when the membership of the worshipping
community had grown to 30 families. Bishop Ethelbert Talbot held
the dedication service, and placed Rev. John Dawson as missionary
in charge. The building was a red brick chapel located at the corner
of Park Avenue and A street. All the pews were handsomely carved,
including the choir pews. The church was small with places for three
gothic windows that would let the light shine down on the altar.
When the colored glass windows finally arrived in 1896, the event
was written about in the local paper. The sanctuary was often used
by the Swedish Lutheran Church, who held a Confirmation services
in it in 1898. Soon after, their own church was completed.
Fourteen years later, on March 18, 1909, the site at Park Ave
was sold to the salisbury Investment Company of Salt Lake City. The
brick chapel was razed by W.D. Rogers, and the building, materials,
and furnishings were removed to the Placer Ave location. This new
structure was rebuilt and dedicated five months later on September
12, 1909. This chapel location where the current front lawn and
labyrinth are now. The congregation remained under numerous
vicars until January 1953 when it became a self-supporting parish
with Rev, David Blackhalter as the first rector.
This building was razed a second time and the new,
larger church was built on the current location. It was dedicated
December 10, 1964 by Bishop Norman Foote.All of the original
windows were installed in the new building and several others
were added. The “Rose Window” located above the altar and the
altar itself are from the original building. The original pews are
used in the upstairs chapel. In the years following, many additions
including classrooms, offices and a parish hall were added to the
church.

In 2007, the second Episcopal Church in Idaho Falls, St.
Mark’s, merged with the congregation of St. John’s and the new
name, St. Luke’s, was selected. The congregation of St. Luke’s has
taken on many updates to building including additional office space,
a wheelchair ramp, a meditation room housing a columbarium,
an outside labyrinth, and parish hall located at the back of the
building.

4. St. John Lutheran Church
290 7th Street

Reverend E. P. Meyer of Squirrel, Idaho, sensed the
opportunity and realized the necessity for a mission program
beginning in 1902. After he had served the community for several
years as a visiting Pastor, in 1909 he was officially installed as a
Missionary Pastor to Idaho Falls and to the surrounding vicinity.
He built up the congregation to a communicant membership of 18
by the time he accepted a call to Memo, South Dakota. The next
few years produced several changes in the pastorship of the small
congregation.
In the spring of 1913 Reverend William Jaeger came to
Idaho Falls and surrounding territories as a missionary. It was
during his work in Idaho Falls that these Lutheran people organized
into a congregation on December 28, 1913. This congregation was
named The Evangelical Lutheran St. John Congregation Unaltered
Augsburg Confession of Idaho Falls.
The congregation was using the old Swedish Lutheran
Church on alternate Sundays. The first parsonage was located on
7th Street. During this time the congregation was increasing in
number. Pressing and immediate need for a permanent church
edifice was evident. In the year 1922, a small frame church was
constructed and dedicated on the corner of 7th and Emerson. The
present church is located on the same property.
In November of 1948, ground was broken at the present
location for a new church at a cost of $85,000. This Tudor Gothic
style church was dedicated in May of 1950. First services were held
in the basement of the new church building in 1949. The stained

glass windows were donated by members of the congregation. An
educational wing was added in 1958. The church started a remodel
in 1961.
On November 22, 1998, St. John celebrated 50 years since
groundbreaking of the red brick sanctuary, This began a year of
Jubilee with four special services over an 18 month period, honoring
the cornerstone laying to the rededication in May of 2000.

5. Holy Rosary Church
905 S. Lee St.

In 1891, the Catholic congregation decided to build a
church and, with help of the ladies concessions at the Country Fair,
money was raised to erect the building on the corner of Eastern
and Maple Avenues in 1895-96, now the R&R Bar and Sacred Fire
Games. The church was dedicated in May of 1901. In 1907, the
Coltman and the Tautphaus Families (Tautphaus City Park) donated
the church’s two side altars. One of the original windows remains
in the upstairs of the Sacred Fire Games.
From the years 1906-1918, a large incoming of about sixty
families moved to Idaho Falls to develope businesses and farms.
With such a large increase in families, Father Thomas Purcell
realized a larger church was necessary. The congregation purchased
a lot on the corner of 9th and Lee, using the first floor auditorium
of the school. It was dedicated on February 15, 1920.
In 1947, Hummel, Hummel, and Jones of Boise, successor
to Tourtellotte and Hummel, the firm who designed the Idaho
Capitol, drew up plans for the present English-Gothic-Styled Holy
Rosary Church.. This was the first church designed with an attached
rectory in Idaho. It was built by Arrington Constructions Company
at a cost of approximately $180,000.
The current Holy Rosary was dedicated in 1949. The
church was first used on Easter Sunday of that year. The Brady
Estate donated the 22-foot high altar made of Italian, French, and
Portuguese marble with life sized crucifix, weighing one ton and
make of flesh colored portuguese onyx. The stain glass windows on
the south wall of the church were designed by Suzanne Fonnesbeck,
a local artist, and constructed in Austria.

The nuns of Holy Rosary designed the windows on the
north side of the building. After the church was dedicated, a bell
was ordered for the tower, hoisted through the ceiling opening by
ropes, and fastened to a large beam. All awaited eagerly for the
tolling of the bell but, when it rang, the vibrations were too great
and cracked the tower. The bell was never rung again and was
replaced in 1977 by the Mark Stevens Memorial Carillon.
Major renovations were completed in the summer of
2016. This renovations cost about $500,000 to return the church
to its former look and style. The stain glass windows were repaired
to allow more light in, a new altar was installed, new pews were
installed, and LED lighting was installed to modernize the building.

6. 9th Ward LDS Church, formerly 5th Ward
395 2nd Street

In June of 1895, the bannock stake was divided to form
the new Bingham State with Iona as headquarters. The boundries
included all settles north of Fort Hall Indian reservation and south
of the fork of the Snake River. It became the 36th Stake in chuch
with approximately 5000 members in 16 wards and 3 branches.
(Ammon, Basalt, Eagle Rock, Grant, Iona, LaBelle, Lewisville,
Menan, Palisades, Rigby, Riverside, Rudy, Shelley, Shelton, Taylor,
Willow Creek). In 1896, the Eagle Rock (Idaho Falls) chapel built on
the corner of E St. and Park Ave.
In August of 1936, the Second Ward was divided to form
the Fifth Ward on the northern portion of the ward with the Fifth
Street being the boundary. Wm Grant Ovard was sustained as
the Bishop. About a month later, the building site was purchased
on the corner of 2nd Street and Higbee Ave.On November 28,
1936, H.M. Sundberg of Sundberg and Sundberg Studios was
appointed as the architect for the new church. Plans for the Art
Deco style were submitted to the LDS Church headquarters in Salt
Lake City, Utah, in March with an estimated construction cost of
approximately $42,000. The plans were returned calling for a larger
building and the purchase of additional lots. The cultural hall and
the classrooms were the first to be completed. In 1942, the chapel
was completed. The building was dedicated by David O Mckay in
1945. It was also designated as a Stake headquarters that same
year. This was the first buildings that allowed expansion of the
chapel into the cultural hall to accommodate for seating of 1100
people. It continued to accommodate Stake quarterly conferences
for almost 20 years.

Fifth Ward was divided up in 1946. This formed the
Ninth Ward, with 1st Street being the major boundary. Joseph
Armstrong was sustained as bishop in 1950. As bishop, Armstrong
called the Stake into presidency. Due to the loss of homes and
membership from the industrial growth in the Fifth Ward and
Ninth Wards in 1968, it became necessary to dissolve the Fifth
Ward and incorporate its members in the adjacent Second, Ninth,
and Twentieth Wards. With the comletion of major renovation in
several chapels, a realignment of many ward boundries, and the
creation of the new Parkwood Ward was annouced. The new ward
joined with 9the 9th eward in the building on 2nd and Higbee.

7. Salvation Army, Formerly 4th Ward LDS
605 North Boulevard

The Salvation Army sent its first officers here in 1898, to
get the feel of the land to determine whether to establish a corps
here. The first assigned officers were Captain Griffith Jones in 1903
and Captain Thomas Larson in 1904. A few years later the corps
purchased two lots and pitched a tent on the property at the North
Capital Avenue and B Street, later erecting a frame building with tar
paper siding. There it conducted its Holiness meetings and assisted
the needy. It also held its weekly street corner meetings downtown
with several members of the corps paying band instruments,
shaking tambourines, and singing
gospel songs, and the corps commander doing some old-fashioned
preaching.
The Salvation Army, on January 19, 1919, announced
plans for its proposed citadel on a lot owned by them on B Street
and North Capitol Avenue. The plans were drawn up by Newton
Thornton, a local architect. The cost of the building was established
at $15,000. The lots owned by the Salvation Army were valued at
$7,000. The building was never materialized. In the 1930’s, the
Salvation Army meetings were held in the probate courtroom of
Bonneville County Courthouse.
On June 25, 1939, it moved into the new $50,000 building
on North Capitol Avenue and B Street on the property where the
tar papered building had stood. The new building was sponsored
by the City of Idaho Falls with the cooperation of the Federal Works
Progress Administration, more commonly known in that Great
Depression era as the WPA. Idaho Falls mayor Chase A. Clark laid
the cornerstone and received the keys to the building from O.K
Hine of Boise, WPA administrator for Idaho, and presented then

to Orames, announcing that the building was dedicated to the
Salvation Army by the City of Idaho Falls for “its great humanitarian
work”. Orames then announced the official opening of the building
and invited the public inside.
On August 18, 1977, the Salvation Army moved into the old
Carnegie Library on Elm and Eastern Avenue, now the Bonneville
Museum. The Salvation Army moved from there in January 1980
to the city’s former Art’s and Craft’s Center at 600 S. Blvd., which
was originally the First Christian Church. From there, the Salvation
Army moved it’s building on Holmes and Garfield street. The church
was dedicated on July 10, 1982. The church moved to its current
location in 1993. In May of 1994, lightning struck the steeple of
the church, causing it to be destroyed, and shingles to be blown all
over the neighborhood.
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