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Chief’s Message
The Idaho Falls Police Department Annual Report is a snapshot of the hard work
of your police department. Statistics are compiled annually by Idaho State Police
Bureau of Criminal Identification and the FBI. The report includes comparative
statistics to benchmark cities of similar size.
Data driven policing is an important function of police departments. Data and
statistics are used to help identify trends to be addressed through community collaboration, education, and enforcement activities.
During the year the police department increased efforts in community engagements. We
brought back the bike patrol and “Park
and Walk,” a program where officers get
out of their cars and walk through community events to engage in conversations
with the public.
The support from the community has
been overwhelming. In light of the attacks on law enforcement throughout
the nation, it has been much appreciated.
Thank you for your support.
Your police department– sworn officers,
professional staff, and volunteers - proudly serve to provide dependable service to
make this community a safer place.

Vision
“A community safe from crime and disorder”
Mission
“The Idaho Falls Police Department strives to create an environment free
from crime and disorder through efficient service and valuable community collaboration.”
Values
Integrity * Professionalism * Respect *Trust

City of Idaho Falls
Demographics
• The population of Idaho Falls proper (2015) is *59,109 making it the
fourth largest city in Idaho.
• Idaho Falls is the county seat of Bonneville County, which has an estimated population of 125,909.
• Idaho Falls has 314.27 miles of City and State maintained streets.
• From 2006-2010, 90 percent of the population 25 years and older had at
least graduated from high school, and 27 percent have a bachelor’s degree
or higher.
• The average household has an estimated income over $50,439.
• The area of Idaho Falls is 23.13 sq. miles including .3 sq. miles of water.

Idaho Falls Police
The Idaho Falls Police Department continued to experience a rise in calls for service in 2015.
Though, the total number of calls for service only rose slightly from the previous year it continued a five-year trend.
Despite increased calls for service, staffing numbers remained the same. The department employed 138 (87 sworn officers and professional staff of 51) to conduct the day-to-day operations
in 2015. To break it down, that’s 1.5 officers per 1000 citizens. This number is lower than the national average for cities of similar size, but higher than other Mountain West cities. Officers also
handled 502 calls for service during the year, which is up by 10 from the previous year.
All department staffing and services were paid for with a $12.5 million budget, which equates to
approximately $212 per resident. The IFPD spent $30 less per person compared to other cities
similar in size.

By the Numbers

IFPD Budget Numbers

Violent
The IFPD investigated 168 violent crimes in 2015, such as aggravated assault, robbery, sexual assaults and homicides. This is an increase from 2014 when the department investigated 121 such
cases.
The significance in this increase is that for several years the department, along with departments
nation-wide, saw decreases in violent crimes. The numbers in 2015 are the highest in the last five
years.
The IFPD responded to three homicide cases in 2015. All three homicides resulted in arrests
thanks to a unified team of investigators, hours spent on the investigations, and partnerships
with other law enforcement agencies and the community.
Although Idaho Falls had an increase in violent crimes, the numbers are lower in comparison to
other cities similar in size. Violent crime per 100,000 people in Idaho Falls was 284. Nationally,
the average for cities in similar size to Idaho Falls was 338 violent crimes per 100,000 people.
Clearance rates for violent crimes also increased. The IFPD cleared 68 percent of all violent
crime cases. This is a 6 percent increase from 2014 and a 12 percent increase from 2013. Nationally, the average for solving violent crimes is 50 percent.

Crimes

Clearance Rates

IFPD News

Shelley Man Arrested for Murder
IDAHO FALLS, Idaho: Idaho Falls Police arrested 18-year-old Brian J. Mitchell for the death of 31-year-old
Deraek Patrick Larson.
Mitchell of Shelley was booked into the Bonneville County Jail for second-degree murder.
“Thanks to the expertise, dedication and time of our detectives, patrol officers and department employees,
with the assistance of other agencies, city departments and the community; we are able to make an arrest in
the Larson homicide,” Idaho Falls Police Chief Mark McBride said.
Larson was found dead around 10 a.m. on Sunday, Aug. 16, by a passerby at a playground area in Tautphaus Park. Police were able to positively identify Larson around 5 p.m., after a crime scene technician was able
to positively match a fingerprint.
An autopsy of Larson was conducted Monday and official results of the autopsy are pending. Though, initial results indicate Larson was stabbed more than 20 times.
Detectives worked tirelessly and long hours for the past three and a half days to identify and arrest Mitchell.
Our department has committed an approximate 527 hours to solving this crime. This does not include the
hours from other agencies and departments that assisted.
Though, there is an arrest, an investigation still continues as detectives follow-up on information.
The Idaho Falls Police Department thanked the Idaho State Police, Idaho Falls Fire Department, Idaho Falls
Citizens Watch Patrol, Idaho Falls Animal Services, the Idaho Falls Parks and Recreation and the Bonneville County Prosecutor’s Office for their assistance with our investigation. The department also thanked
the community for their assistance and their patience.

Property
The City of Idaho Falls saw property crimes, including felony crimes including burglary, larceny,
grand theft; increase in 2015. The IFPD investigated 1,615 property crimes compared to 1,530
crimes investigated in 2014. Despite an increase in property crimes, the number was still lower
than property crimes reported in 2012 and 2013.
A majority of those property crimes investigated were categorized as larceny cases. Reported larceny crimes totaled 1,245. Reported burglaries and vehicle thefts were 287 and 90, respectively.
Property crimes per 100,000 people in 2015 was 2,732, which is slightly higher than the national
average for cities similar in size. The national average was 2,675.
Clearance or solve rates for property crimes continued to be low. The IFPD’s clearance rate in
2015 was 25 percent. Comparatively to other cities, the IFPD’s property crime solve rate are
higher. The national average was 22 percent.

Crimes
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All Criminal Arrests

Traffic Citations
Citations issued in 2015 were significantly lower compared to 2014. The department issued 6,001
traffic citations in 2015. Citations issued in 2014 was 7,821. Part of this decrease is due to the
reduction of traffic officers who specifically enforce traffic laws and respond to accidents.
There were 102 traffic citations per 1,000 citizens in 2015. Lower than the average number of
traffic citations per 1,000 citizens issued by other cities similar in size.
In 2015, there were 305 injury accidents and 483 property damage accidents. Injury traffic accident per 1,000 citizens was 5.2, compared to the 4.8 average for cities similar in size. There were
no fatality accidents reported in 2015.
The IFPD participated in eight Idaho Transportation Department Office of Highway Safety
traffic mobilizations during the 2014-2015 fiscal year. The IFPD received $41,500 in grant money
to pay the officer overtime to specifically enforce aggressive driving, impaired driving, seatbelt
compliance and other traffic violations.
Overall, officers patrolled an additional 538.5 hours, made 4,871 contacts with people and issued
865 uninsured motorists tickets, 532 seatbelt tickets and 1,035 speeding tickets. They also arrested 97 people for driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs during those designated mobilizations.

and Crashes

DUI Arrests

Community

Good community-policing isn’t based on one element. It’s a combination of multiple elements
– evidence-based strategies, intelligence, proactive problem-solving, accountability, community
engagement etc. – which enable a department to successfully eliminate or reduce crime.
The Idaho Falls Police Department has adopted this concept to effectively fulfill the department’s
vision and mission of creating a community free of crime and disorder. This strategy is best at
providing quality of life within the community through ample opportunity to build partnerships,
educate, problem-solve and proactively prevent or reduce crimes.
The IFPD relies heavily upon community support and participation. Throughout the year, the
department focuses on community engagement to build relationships and reputation, educate
and create effective partnerships and support.
In 2015, the IFPD continued to host programs and events such as Community Night Out, Blue
in the School, D.A.R.E. and the Citiizen’s Police Academy. These programs continue to see suc-

Engagement
cess, participarly the Blue in the School program.
The Blue in the School program pairs an officer
with a participating Idaho Falls School District
91 Elementary School to give students positive
exposure to law enforcement. As part of the program, officers visit classrooms, attend recess and
lunch, participate in school projects and other
activities.
We also launched Coffee with a Cop to give residents a unique opportunity to ask questions and
learn more about the department’s work in their
neighborhoods.
The majority of the contact law enforcement has
with the public happen during emergencies or
emotional situations. Those situations are not always the most effective times for relationship
building with the community, and some community members may feel that officers are unapproachable on the street. Coffee with a Cop breaks down barriers and allows for a relaxed, oneon-one conversation. The IFPD’s first-ever Coffee with a Cop event was held on Oct. 8.

Throughout the year, the IFPD also visited with hundreds of residents as it participated in various community events and presentations in Idaho Falls, including safety fairs, Cub Scout visits,
and Neighborhood Watch talks.
The department also refocused efforts on the summertime bike patrols and implemented the
“Park and Walk”, to initiate more conversations with residents as officers walk through schools,
community events and neighborhoods. The IFPD also continued efforts to utilize social media to
promote the department, crime prevention education and police investigations.
During 2015, the IFPD partnered with the BMPO and Idaho Falls School District 91 to promote
bicycle and bus safety through the Cop2ition -- a YouTube Video Series.
Much of the work done by the police department can’t be done without the blessing or trust
from the majority of the public. With this blessing and trust, the department can rely on residents to provide tips or information regarding crimes, help be the extra eyes and ears in identifying problems or crimes, disseminate crime prevention education, cooperate and enable officers
to do our job and support financial initiatives to fund department services.
Community engagement is essential to the future stability and growth of the department. It is an
on-going and evolving process to create great customer satisfaction.

Community Photos

IFPD
Marley Named 2015 ‘Outstanding
Officer’
The Idaho Falls Police Department is pleased to announce that
Det. John Marley received the 2015 American Legion Post 56
“Outstanding Police Officer of the Year” award.
Marley was honored by the American Legion.
“Det. Marley is truly an outstanding police officer as he exhibits
dedication, professionalism and hard work in everything he does
as a detective, a SWAT team member and the commander of the
Idaho Falls Police Regional Bomb Squad,” Idaho Falls Police Chief
Mark McBride said. “He is a great example to all of us.”
As a detective, Marley carries a full case load investigating child physical and sexual abuse cases, rape cases, homicides, aggravated
assaults, robberies and other violent crimes. Since 2007, he’s served as the Idaho Falls Police Regional Bomb Squad Commander,
which covers the largest response region in the state.
As the bomb squad commander, he has the responsibility for grant writing, maintaining and purchasing multi-million dollar
equipment, training the entire team each month, maintaining the squad’s federal certification and accreditation, and coordinating all
bomb squad call-outs.
Marley's willingness to continually go above and beyond the call of duty for the public, his co-workers and supervisors inspires
teamwork and demonstrates his dedication to the work he does. Even after 12 years at the IFPD, Marley is often heard saying, “I can’t
believe I get paid to do this - it's the best job in the world!"
Marley previously worked in the patrol division and as a narcotics investigator.

I.F. Regional Bomb Squad Receives Re-Accreditation
The Idaho Falls Regional Bomb Squad recently received re-accreditation by the Federal Bureau of Investigation Hazardous Devices
School.
The bomb squad is accredited for the next five years.
“The Idaho Falls Regional Bomb Squad is a great asset for the community,” Idaho Falls Police Chief Mark McBride said. “We’re certainly glad to achieve re-accreditation so we can continue to serve and protect the community.”
Accreditation is granted by the FBI upon review of the bomb squad’s equipment, training and certification.
The Idaho Falls Regional Bomb Squad (est. in 2007) is made up of officers from the Idaho Falls Police Department and deputies from
the Bonneville County Sheriff ’s Office. The Bomb Squad is comprised of four certified technicians and an explosives detection K9/
Handler. All officers attended the FBI’s Hazardous Devices School in Huntsville, Ala.
The bomb squad responds to calls and any requests for assistance in multiple counties in the tri-state area of Idaho, Montana and
Wyoming. The squad averages anywhere from 20 to 30 calls per year.
The team undergoes 20 hours of training each month exceeding the required 16 hours required to maintain their accreditation.

Honors
Officers Awarded Life-Saving Award
Idaho Falls Police Officer Jason Miller and Steven Avery
were honored with the department’s Life Saving Award at
the City Council Meeting on March 12.
“Officers Avery and Miller showed great professionalism
and response as they as they helped save a man’s life,”
Idaho Falls Chief Mark McBride said. “The department is
proud of them.”
Avery and Miller’s award stems from a cardiac arrest call
they responded to on Dec. 11, 2014. When they arrived
they found a man unconscious, no pulse and not breathing. Both worked together to begin CPR on the man and
continued until paramedics arrived on scene.

Officer Honored

The EMS team stated that the officers’ actions “clearly
prolonged the man’s life providing him with the opportunity to recover from this event.”

The Idaho Falls Police Department presented Officer Brandon Prince with a Life-Saving Award for his quick response
in treating a man critically injured during a motorcycle accident last August 2015.

Strong Named Dispatcher of the Year

Prince received his award during an Idaho Falls City Council
meeting on Nov. 12.

The Idaho Falls Police Department honored Treena Strong as
the department’s “2014 Dispatcher of the Year”.
“(Treena) is one of the lucky people that really is doing the job
she is destined to do,” Idaho Falls Police Lt. Bill Squires said.
“She’s just fantastic at everything she does, and to give her this
leadership role is exciting for our department.”
Strong started her dispatch career in 1987 in California where
she quickly moved up the ranks and was instrumental in training and instructing many of the dispatchers. Upon retiring in
2004, she returned to her hometown of Rigby.
Strong returned to dispatching
when she was hired by the IFPD in
June 2006.
As an IFPD dispatcher, Strong has
shown her talents as a dispatcher.
Her co-workers say she truly puts
her heart into her performance
and is dedicated to her role as a
dispatcher.
Strong has also been instrumental
in the IFPD dispatcher training
program.

“Officer Prince’s selfless actions and professionalism bring
great credit to himself and the Idaho Falls Police Department,” Idaho Falls Police Chief Mark McBride said. “We’re
are very proud of him and his example.”
Prince responded to a motorcycle accident at Memorial and
“I” Street on Aug. 29 and discovered the victim was pinned
beneath a parked Pontiac Grand Am.
Prince, who is a highly trained combat medic, quickly assessed the situation and realized the victim needed immediate medical attention. He grabbed his medical kit and worked
his way under the car to start treating the victim’s injuries,
which included a severe head laceration.
He continued to treat the victim until his fellow officers and
EMS lifted the car and extracted the victim from underneath.
The victim was transported to Eastern Idaho Regional Medical Center and listed in critical condition. But, thankfully
survived.

Six Honored by American Red Cross
Idaho Falls Police Sgt. Jeremy Galtbreaith and Officers Dustin Cook, Jason Hendrian, Brandon Storer, Eric Andersen and Shawn
Williams were recognized as the 2015 East Idaho American Red Cross Law Enforcement Real Heroes.
These award stemmed from their response to a situation that occurred in the early hours of Oct. 5, 2014. Officers responded to the
500 block of Utah Avenue in reference to a man loading a “high-powered” rifle outside Walmart.
Officers responded and located the man who was in possession of a gun. Through good communication and a good tactical approach, officers were able to get the man to put down the assault rifle.
Reports later confirmed it was the man’s intent to be a victim of “suicide-by-cop”.

Two Honored at CIT Banquet
Idaho Falls Police Officer Jason Miller and Dispatcher Charlene Rumsey received awards for the Region 7 Crisis
Intervention Team “Officer of the Year” and “Dispatcher of the Year,” respectively.
Miller and Rumsey were honored during the fifth annual CIT Awards Banquet.
“The Idaho Falls Police Department is happy and honored to have both Jason and Charlene on our team and
serving within our community,” Idaho Falls Police Chief Mark McBride said. “They exemplify the department
values of professionalism, trust, respect and integrity.”
Miller was selected based on his numerous interactions with citizens that are mentally challenged and struggle
with substance abuse issues. Miller’s supervisors say that he demonstrates great compassion for these individuals as he strives to give sincere advice and help them find long-term solutions for their problems.
Miller was instrumental in assisting an Army Veteran, suffering from mental illness, as he listened intently and
empathetically to the veteran’s concerns. By the end of their conversation, the veteran agreed to seek help in
resolving his problems.
As a dispatcher for more than 20 years, Rumsey has taken numerous phone calls from citizens seeking emergency assistance. Each and every time, Rumsey demonstrates patience, calmness and empathy when helping
individuals get the best assistance possible.
According to Rumsey’s supervisor, during a busy shift she received a phone call from a distressed caller that
suffered from mental illness. As she dispatched units to assist this caller, Rumsey stayed on the phone with the
individual and helped calm him down which greatly added to the safety and well-being of the individual and
the responding officers.
The Region 7 CIT is made up of first-responders, mental health professionals, probation officers and advocates
that are specially trained in dealing with individuals that suffer from mental illness and substance abuse.

Retirees & New Hires
Retired in 2015

Hired in 2015

Lt. Kay Edwards - 43 years of service
Sgt. Dave Frei - 30 years of service
Sgt. Ron Hansen - 30 years of service
Sgt. Jim Hoffman - 28 years of service
Brent Guymon - 31 years of service

Justin Gramm - March 3
Howard Tyler - July 13
Mitchall Bierma - July 13
Stetson Belnap - Aug. 24
Anthony Cox - Aug. 24
Kevin Goms - Dec. 7
Blaine Reed - Dec. 7
Steven Jenkins - Dec. 14
Jose Abreo - Dec. 14

IFPD Promotions
Officer Shane Kaiser promoted to sergeant - April 17
Officer Jon Johnson promoted to sergeant - April 17
Sgt. Steven Poulter promoted to lieutenant - May 29
Officer Joel Tisdale promoted to sergeant - May 29
Dispatcher Treena Strong promoted to dispatch supervisor - June 2

