Annexation Plan

West Side Annexation

I.

The Manner of Providing Tax-Supported Municipal Services to the Lands Proposed to be
Annexed
a. Fire Protection Services: All of the properties in this annexation fall within a 1.5 mile
radius of Idaho Falls Fire Station Number 5, located at southeast intersection of Bellin
Road and W 17th Street. See the attached Fire Stations and Service Boundaries Map.
b. Parks and Recreation Services: The Idaho Falls Parks and Recreation Division maintains
the City’s parks, properties, golf courses, zoo, cemeteries and other recreation facilities as
well as the City’s landscaped medians, rights-of-way, grounds for public buildings, and
storm water retention ponds. They also plant and maintain all trees, plants, and flowers
on City property and take care of playground equipment and monuments. All of the
properties in this annexation fall within a service area of a City park. See the attached
Park and Recreation Map.
c. Street Services: The properties included in this annexation are completely enclaved by
the City boundary or are contiguous to the City boundary and receive a City provided
service. As a result City maintained streets must be used for the properties to access any
services. The 2013 Background Study of the Comprehensive Plan identifies that the
Public Works Department also maintains over 300 miles of City roadways. As part of this
maintenance the Streets Division also provides snow removal. Any publicly dedicated
and accepted street within this annexation boundary will become responsibility of the
City to maintain and provide snow removal.
d. Library Services: Public libraries began in Idaho Falls in 1884 when a public reading
room containing three to four hundred volumes was opened by the Baptist Church. In
1908, this library was turned over to the City of Idaho Falls. The City created a library
board and set a property tax levy exclusively earmarked for library purposes. In 1980, the
Bonneville County Commissioners formed a Bonneville County Library District. One
year after formation, the Board contracted with the Idaho Falls Public Library to provide
free services in Bonneville County outside the City of Idaho Falls. Small library branches
supported by the library district are located at the Iona City Hall and the Swan Valley
Elementary School. As part of the annexation the properties will no longer be assessed
the Bonneville County Library District tax levy.
a. Police Protection Services: The City of Idaho Falls Police Department provides police
services within the corporate limits of Idaho Falls. The police department operates out of
a central facility located at 605 North Capital Avenue, which also houses the Bonneville
County Sheriff’s operations. The department also operates an animal control center which
was built in 1999-2000 as well as the dispatch center that serves all public safety agencies
in the City of Idaho Falls, and Bonneville County.

II.

The Changes in Taxation and Other Costs Which Would Result if the Subject Lands Were to be
Annexed (See attached Cost Differential Comparison sheet)

III.

The Means of Providing Fee-Supported Municipal Services, if any, to the Lands Proposed to be
Annexed
a. Water Services: The Idaho Falls Water Division provides water service within the
corporate limits of the City of Idaho Falls. This service consists of water supply, storage,

and distribution. There are City maintained waterlines located in W17th Street, Bellin
Road, Grizzly Ave., Saddle Lane, Stosich Lane, Skyline Drive and Pioneer Road. Many
of the properties included in this annexation already use the City’s water system and the
ones that do not will have the ability to connect to the City’s water system if the owners
decide to. Those who currently have the City’s water service will see a rate reduction as
they are annexed.
b. Sanitary Sewer Services: The Idaho Falls Sewer Division provides wastewater service
within the corporate limits of the City of Idaho Falls. This service consists of collection,
conveyance, treatment, and disposal. Wastewater management also includes storm water
collection. There are City maintained sewer lines located in W17th Street, Bellin Road,
Grizzly Ave., Saddle Lane, Stosich Lane, Skyline Drive and Pioneer Way. Many of
properties included in this annexation already use the City’s wastewater system and the
ones that do not will have the ability to connect to the City’s wastewater system if the
owners decide to. Those who currently have the City’s wastewater service will see a rate
reduction as they are annexed.
c. Garbage Collection Services: The proposed properties currently contract their own
sanitation service. Following annexation they will be served by the City’s Sanitation
Division at the standard rates.
d. Recreation Services: The Parks and Recreation Department is responsible for the
development and implementation of leisure activities for participants of all ages and
interests. These program activities take place throughout the City. They manage the Idaho
Falls Zoo, three golf courses, the Aquatic Center, the Wayne Lehto Ice Arena, the
Activity Center, and the Recreation Center. City rate discounts where applicable will be
available to the annexed properties for the recreation programs offered by the department.
e. Electric Power Services: The City of Idaho Falls has provided electrical energy services
to the residents and businesses of the City since 1900. Currently, the electric utility
service area is approximately 20 square miles and provides services to approximately
22,500 residential customers and 3,700 commercial and industrial customers. The City
owns and operates four hydroelectric generating facilities located on the Snake River.
The annexed properties that are not currently on Idaho Falls Power service will have the
option to request to switch providers. Such requests must be coordinated through Idaho
Falls Power.
IV.

The Proposed Future Land Use Plan and Zoning Designation, Subject to a Public Hearing
a. Comprehensive Plan: The properties located in this annexation area are located within the
following designations: (See attached Comprehensive Plan map) Estate, Low and Higher
Density Residential, Commercial, Greenbelt Mixed Uses and Public Facilities, Open
Spaces.
b. Zoning: The proposed zoning for each parcel is identified in the attached Zoning Map.
These zones include:
RE Residential Estate Zone. This zone provides a residential zone that permits the
continuance of areas which are characterized by lots of sufficient size to accommodate
single dwelling units and limited agricultural uses, including animal husbandry. The Zone
is generally intended for rural residential areas which were previously developed in the

County. This zone is generally not intended for new subdivisions within the City.
RP Residential Park Zone. This zone provides a residential zone which is representative
of an automobile-oriented, suburban development pattern and characterized by large lots.
The principal use permitted in this Zone shall be single unit dwellings.
R1 Single Dwelling Residential Zone. This zone provides a residential zone which is
representative of a less automobile-oriented, more walkable development pattern,
characterized by somewhat smaller lot widths; and a somewhat denser residential
environment than is characteristic of the RP Residential Park Zone. The principal uses in
the R1 Residential Zone shall be single detached and attached dwelling units. This zone
is also generally located near limited commercial services that provide daily household
needs.
R2 Mixed Residential Zone. This zone provides a residential zone characterized by
smaller lots and dwellings, more compact and denser residential development; and higher
volumes of vehicular and pedestrian traffic than are characteristic of the RE, RP and R1
Zones. The principal uses permitted in the R2 Zone shall be one (1), two (2), three (3),
and four (4) dwelling units. This zone is also generally located near limited commercial
services that provide daily household needs.
R3 Multiple Dwelling Residential Zone. This zone provides a residential zone which is
characterized by a variety of dwelling types with a denser residential environment. This
Zone is situated along or near major streets such as collectors and arterials. It is also
generally located near pedestrian connections and commercial services.
R3A Residential Mixed Use Zone. To provide for a mix of uses in which the primary
use of the land is for residential purposes, but in which office buildings and certain other
uses of a semi-commercial nature may be located. Characteristic of this Zone is a greater
amount of automobile traffic, greater density, and a wider variety of dwelling types and
uses than is characteristic of the R3 Residential Zone. While office buildings and certain
other uses of a semi-commercial nature may be located in the Zone, the R3A Zone is
essentially residential in character. Therefore, all uses must be developed and maintained
in harmony with residential uses. This zone should be located along major streets such as
arterials and collectors.
LC Limited Commercial Zone. This zone provides a commercial zone for retail and
service uses which supply the daily household needs of the City’s residents. This Zone is
usually located on major streets contiguous to residential uses. This zone is characterized
by smaller scale commercial uses which are easily accessible by pedestrians and nonmotorized vehicles from the surrounding residential neighborhoods, although larger scale
developments such as big-box stores may still serve as anchors. Connectivity is provided
with walkways that provide access to and through the development site. Parking for
vehicles is understated by the use of landscaping, location, and provision of pedestrian
walkways to the businesses.
HC Highway and General Commercial Zone. This zone provides a commercial zone
for retail and service uses serving the traveling public. Characteristics of the Zone are
buildings set back from the right-of-way line to promote safety on the highway and
maintain maximum use of highway right-of-way for travel purposes, and a wide variety
of architectural forms and shapes. This Zone should be located at specific locations along
highways leading into the City.
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Cost Differential Comparisons for City Services1
When a property is annexed, there is no requirement to connect to City water, sewer, or power. The
rates below are for information purposes only. Please contact a staff member if you would like to
discuss specific rates and fees for your property.
Tax Levy Rates2
Bonneville County:
Idaho Falls:

.004093435
.009513186

Water Rates
1” Initial Hookup Fee (If a property doesn’t already have the service):
Monthly Rate in City:
$30.10
Monthly Rate in County:
$60.20

$1,575.00

Sewer Rates
Initial Hookup Fee (If a property doesn’t already have the service):
Monthly Rate in City:
$22.80
Monthly Rate in County:
$25.80

$1,074.15

Power Rates
Monthly cost for power varies by usage. Idaho Falls Power’s residential base rate is roughly 1/2 the cost
of Rocky Mountain Power depending on consumption. If you would like a comparison of what your
monthly bill would be if you were an Idaho Falls Power customer, please contact Wid Ritchie at 208-6128143.
Sanitation Rates
Monthly Rate for Residential:

1

$9.45

Rates and fees are for residential use. Rates and fees may vary for commercial uses.
This is just a comparison of the City and County levy rates. When annexed, some of the levies, such as Fire
District levies, will no longer be assessed. For a full comparison of what your tax bill would be if annexed into the
City please contact the County Assessor’s office.
2

